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No strike 
Britain 

Parties vie for the 
toughest union law 


BARRIE CLEMENT and 
COUN BROWN 

The unions yesterday moved 
centre-stage in the election bat- 
tle, as the Government and 
the Labour Party competed 
with each other to strike the 
toughest “no strike Britain" 
stance. 

The Government yesterday 
revealed proposals to extend the 
“cooling off" period before 
strikes in “public and monop- 
oly services" and Labour indi- 
cated that they may force 
unions to go to arbitration be- 
fore launching strikes. 

As ministers considered 
lengthening the statutory notice 
before stoppages from seven 
days to a fortnight or even a 
month, rail union leaders pre- 
dicted that disruption in the rail 
network would spread and 
2 union leaders at the Royal Mail 
Vmeet today to decide whether 
io call more 24-hour stoppages. 

John Major, the Prime Min- 
ister. said during a tour of the 
West Country: “We arc looking 
at a number of options to deal 
essentially with strikes in the 
public service where it is a mo- 
nopoly. The reason for that is 


self evident ... the public pay the 
taxes by which people in the 
public service are paid. A strike 
against the public that pays 
their taxes seems to me to be out 
of date. 

We are looking at a 
range of options and when we 
have concluded that exercise we 
wD publish what we plan to da" 
the Prime Minister said. 

Downing Street appeared to 
rule out action before a gener- 
al election, but a pledge to leg- 
islate was last night emerging as 
one of the Ibries' key general 
election manifesto commit- 
ments in an attempt to put "Ibny 
Blair and the Labour Party on 
the defensive over Labour's 
traditional links with the unions. 

Ahead of a visit today to the 
TUC’s annual congress in 
Blackpool by Mr Blair, the 
Labour Party confirmed its in- 
tention to place tighter restric- 
tions on public sector strikes. 

David Blunkett. Labour’s 
spokesman on education and 
employment, who will be ad- 
dressing a fringe meeting on 
employment rights today in 
Blackpool is expected to an- 
nounce a “requirement" that 
unions in the public services 


No change 
Tories 

Anthony Bevins on new ways of 
colouring up old bogeymen 


The election campaign now be- 
ing fought by the Conservative 
high command is a virtual re- 
ran of the formula used so suc- 
cessfully in 1992. 

Tax and spend, trade union 
links; all the bo ary old battle- 
cries are being turned on again, 
with the underlying theme that 
people should not risk Labour 
ruining what has been achieved 
with such painstaking care over 
1 the last 17 years. 

Because so many voters will 
not remember the 1978-79 
“Winter of Discontent", when 
public sector strikes caused 
significant disruption, the Con- 
servatives are now raising new 
fears for the same trade union 
bogeymen. 

The move also, curiously, 
raises the profile of Ian Lang, 
Presidentof the Board of Unde, 
who has quietly taken over re- 
sponsibility for industrial 
relations from the old Depart- 
ment of Employment, now 
fused into Gillian Shephard’s 
Department for Education and 
Employment 

Mr Lang, who has taken 
parallel responsibility for at- 
tacks on the minimum wage, is 
regarded as the man who has 


Ulster talks hatted 

A demand by Rev Ian Paisley 
fur the expulsion of fringe 
loyalist parties brought the 
Northern Ireland political talks 
to a halt within hours of their 
re -commencement. Page 2 

Smacking ban closer 

A ban on parents' use of cor- 
poral punishment on children 
moved closer after a 12 year- 
old-boy was given permission 
to launch a challenge in the 
European court. Page 3 

Graham tipped 

George Graham, the former 
Arsenal manager, is expected to 
lake over at Leeds United, 
following Howard Wilkinson’s 
dismissal. Sport, page 22 


the Prime Minister's blessing 
for a leadership succession. 

A middle-ground candidate, 
tarred neither with Thatcherite 
or “wet" Left labels, he is be- 
ing provided with heaven-sent 
opportunities to bash Labour. 

The fact that Mr Lang does 
not have a significant initiative 
to announce, short of extending 
the cooling-off period for pub- 
lic sector strikes from seven 
days to a fortnight, or even a 
month, is immaterial. 

The very discussion of the is- 
sue, by Mr Lang on the radio 
yesterday and by the Prime 
Minister during his regional 
tour, puts Labour on the spot 

With the dextrous damage- 
limitation that Labour has 
learned since 1992, party 
spokesman David Bhmkett is ex- 
pected to respond by plazzzping 
for a requirement tint public 
service unions should “in certain 
circumstances" go to arbitration. 

As some union leaders were 
quick to point out yesterday ar- 
bitration suggests that a 
Labour government would be 
bound by the ruling -and the 
potential additional costs of a 
settlement. That, again, gives 
the Tories another stick with 


should go to arbitration “in 
certain circumstances". 

Yesterday at the conference 
Peter Hain, a Labour employ- 
ment spokesman, said the par- 
ty would pat arbitration at the 
“centre-stage" of its industrial 
relations strategy. The propos- 
als -which included a stronger 
role for the conciliation service 
Acas -would be put out for con- 
sultation among both unions 
and management. 

It is understood that Mr 
Blunkett will also suggest that 
unions should make a practice 
of putting fresh offers from 
employers out to ballot during 
disputes. Mr Blair has urged the 
CWU to hold a vote among 
postal workers on Royal Mail 
proposals. 

In a coded warning to 
Labour, Bfll Morris, the leader 
of the Transport and General 
Workers’ Union, told TUC del- 
egates that politicians should 
not engage in a “game of po- 
litical leap-frogging about who 
can bash the workers most”. 

Attacking government pro- 
posals for a longer cooling off 
period, John Monks, TUC gen- 
eral secretary, said it could lead 
to increased frustration and re- 
duce the chances of a settle- 
ment 

J imm y Knapp, general sec- 
retary of the RMT transport 
union, said that longer notice 
periods before strikes would 
“sharpen the arguments, raise 
the temperature and prolong 
disputes". The policy had been 
tried by the Heath government 
in the 1970s and foiled. 

Mr Knapp said there had 
been no negotiations in an at- 
tempt to avert a 24-hour stop- 
page by guards and on-train 
catering staff over productivity 
payments to m o r ro w at seven rail 
companies and be expected the 
strikes to go ahead. The com- 
panies concerned are North 
London, Mersey Rail Electrics, 
Cross Country Trains, North 
East Regional Railways, North 
West Regional Railways, Scot- 
Rail and South Wales and WssL 

He predicted that strike bal- 
lots at a further 10 train oper- 
ators on the same issue would 
produce resounding ‘Yes’ votes 
on Thursday. All 17 companies 
are expected to be hh by a walk- 
out on 23 September. 

In the Royal Mail dispute 
union activists met in London 
before today's critical session of 
the executive of Communica- 
tions Workers' Union which 
will decide whether to accept a 
management offer. Some of 
the union’s divisional repre- 
sentatives called for an escala- 
tion of the campaign of 24-boar 
strikes, while others argued 
that a peace formula should be 
put out to the membership 
with a recommendation to 
reject. 

Monks’ rights call page 2 
Letters, page IX 




Mao, embalmed as the Father Tyrant 





The Fattier of modem China, or one 
of history’s most dogmatic and mur- 
derous tyrants? 

It may be possible to hold both 
views simultaneously of Mao Zedong, 
who (tied twenty years ago yester- 
day. Millions of Chinese - even 


those whose families suffered under 
his rule - still refer to him respect- 
fully as “Chairman". 

Others recall their sense of utter 
desolation when he died, akin to that 
felt by many Soviet citizens at the 
news of Stalin’s death In 1953. 


When Mao <Hed, it opened the way 
for the current paramount leader, 
Deng Xiaoping, to re-emerge and set 
loose the forces of economic reform 
which have reversed many of the val- 
ues which Mao held dearest. They 
have transformed China into an eco- 


nomic powerhouse, Vbt yesterday, 
thousands of Chinese queued for 
hotvs under a hot sun to see Ms em- 
balmed body in its crystal coffin at 
a mausoleum on Tiananmen Square. 

Short on virtue, page 9 
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Rif kind to reveal 
$7bn Nazi gold theft 


DANIEL JEFFREYS 
New fork 
LOUISE JURY 

The Government will today re- 
lease a report that reveals for 
the first time the full extent of 
British involvement in a covert 
distribution of Nazi gold after 
the Second World War. 

Its findings will increase pres- 
sure to compensate Holocaust 
vic tims and their descendants 
for what has been described as 
“the greatest robbery of the 20th 
century". The report could 
cause embarrassment for 
Britain and may focus attention 
oh whether the Bank of Eng- 
land holds any stolen gold. 

As a result of pressure from 
Greville Janner ME chairman 
of the Holocaust Educational 
Trust and Vice-President of the 
World Jewish Congress (WJC), 
the Foreign Office has been 
searching its archives. It initially 
denied any knowledge of British 
involvement in any deal to split 


the Nazi gold proceeds, but fol- 
lowing evidence released in 
America has been reviewing 
what iL has on file. 

Malcolm Rifkmd, the Foreign 
Secretary, has now written to Mr 
Janner and sent documents 
which the Foreign Office wOi 
make public today in the form 
of a 23-page memorandum en- 
titled “Information from British 
Archives on Nazi Gold”. 

The Independent has learned 
that Mr Rifkind’s report says 
that the amount of looted gold 
in Nazi accounts at the end of 
the war was at least $S50m in 
1945 money. That sum would be 
worth $7bn today and only a 
small portion has been recov- 
ered. Previously the Swiss au- 
thorities, backed by lie UK and 
US, have said the haul amount- 
ed to no more than J280m. 

The disparity suggests Swiss 
banks and former Nazis were let 
off the hook by Aided officials. 
The report confirms that the Ai- 
des knew the Swiss had at least 


$500m in looted gold. It says 
that the US wanted to use stiff 
sanctions against Switzerland to 
force Swiss banks to produce a 
more realistic figure but the 
British vetoed the idea allowing 
the Swiss to shield almost 
$300ro worth of assets. 

In New York the American 
headquarters of the WJC would 
not comment on the report un- 
til they had seen a copy. 

The review follows revela- 
tions in Britain six weeks ago i 
when the Holocaust Educa- j 
tiooal Trust, working with the , 
WJC, gave the first taste of 1 
what bad been discovered in 
United States national archives. 

Those papers showed British 
intelligence was concerned 
about the Nazis using Swiss 
banks as early as October 1941. 
They revealed a post-war deal 
between Switzerland and the 
Allies to split the proceeds of 
the Nazi accounts, although it 
is unclear whether Switzerland 
handed the money over. 
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Close tax havens, says MI5 lawyer 


CHRIS BLACKHURST 
Westminster Correspondent 

The Government is helping or- 
ganised crime by refusing to at- 
tack bank secrecy in offshore tax 
havens islands, MI5*s former top 
law official said yesterday. 

Addressing an international 
fraud conference in Cambridge, 
David Bickford, until earlier this 
year the legal adviser to the se- 
curity services, MI5 and MI6, 
launched a stinging attack on 
the Government’s traditional 
willingness to turn a blind eye 
to the way in which serious 
crime was using offshore tax 
havens - like the Channel Is- 
lands. foie of Man, Gibraltar and 


the Caribbean dependencies - 
to launder cash. 

Mr Bickford's unprecedent- 
ed attack - the first time a for- 
mer law officer from the 
security services has gone on the 
record in this way - will come 
as a serious embarrassment to 
the Government. 

Recently, President Clinton 
issued a warning of possible 
sanctions against unco-operative 
tax havens in an effort to stamp 
oar drug-trafficking, which he 
saw as a serious threat to US na- 
tional security. 

Mr Bickford, now a consul- 
tant, said that removing finan- 
cial secrecy in the territories 
it controlled seemed little 


enough for the UK to do, con- 
sidering the sacrifices being 
demanded of other govern- 
ments in the fight against or- 
ganised crime. 

There was no reason for off- 
shore banking secrecy to con- 
tinue, he added. “Legitimate 
arrangements can be declared 
to the taxing authorities. The 
only reason for not doing so is 
that the scheme is designed to 
avoid detection." 

Mr Bickford went on: 
“Putting this conclusion into the 
balance against the endemic 
corruption caused by offshore 
secrecy, it is difficult to see why 
it is tolerated by any ocher than 
those with an unlawful disposi- 


tion." This, he argued, begged 
the question of why govern- 
ments, particularly in Britain^ 
failed to take action in respect 
of its dependent territories. 

The onhrreasonhecouklsQg- 
gest was that operating as a tar 
haven was seen as being of such 
vital economic benefit for those 
islands, that it was felt in gov- 
ernment circles that to dose 
them down might lead to the 
British .taxpayer haying to bail 
out their inhabitants. . 

“That this justification is put 
forward at aU," said Mr Bick- 
ford, "s ais example of file 
overwhelming subversive cor- 
ruptive influence of organised 
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ROLEX 

of Geneva 

The seamless Oyster shell of a Rolex chronometer 
is hewn from a single block of stainless steel, 
I8ct. gold or platinum. Within it lies a self-winding 
movement that has taken over a year to create. 
With prices starting at £l,400r the Oyster you. 

- always promised yourself is available from the 
Harrods Watch Department on the Ground Floor. 
Not, we might add, from the Food Hall. 
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Paisley demand halts peace 



DAVID MCKirmCK 

Ireland correspondent 


A demand from die Rev Ian 
Paisley for the expulsion of 
the fringe loyalist parties 
yesterday brought the Northern 
Ireland political talks to a halt 
within hours of their recom- 
mencement 

Mr Paisley, as leader of the 
Democratic Unionist party, 
handed in a three-page “in- 
dictment" of the smaller loyal- 
ist groupings, complaining that 
they had failed to condemn 
the paramilitary death threat 


against Fortadown militant 
loyalist Billy Wright 
■ Representatives, of the 
British and Irish governments, 
together with local parties - ex- 
cept Sinn Fein - gathered at 
Stormont yesterday following a 
month-long summer break. 
They will go back this morning 
to discuss the expulsion call. 

The loyalist parties are close- 
ly associated with the Ulster 
Volunteer Force and Ulster 
Defence Association, the illegal 
paramilitary groups which 
recently issued death threats 
against Mr Wright anrf anoth- 


er loyalist activist Mr Paisley has 
argued that the threat breach- 
‘ es the principles of non-violence 
formulated by the former US 
Senator George Mitchell, who 
is chairing the talks. 

Mr Paisley said he would 
take a High Court action if the 
loyalists were not ordered out 
He- said: “How can I debate 
with these men at the table at 
the present time? We just can’t 
do it These parties cannot be 
associated with such threat- 
ened^ violence for political ends 
with impunity. 

“Failure to 'distance them- 


selves totally from the murder 
threat must signal the immedi- 
ate expulsion of the fringe par- 
ties from Stormont. If these 
parties get away with this threat 
then the door is wide open for 
the entry of Sinn Fein-IRA." 

In response David Ervine of 
the Progressive Unionists, the 
larger of the two fringe parties, 
said (hat while the party would 
not condemn the death threat 
it was nonetheless committed to 
the Mitchell principles. 

He added: “We have a com- 
mitment to the talks, the 
Mitchell principles and peace 


within our society. The issue in 
relation to the threat has 
absolutely nothing to do with 
politics. It's a militaiy issue 
and we have no control over the 
threat that was made.” 

The talks, which have yet to 
deal with difficult issues such as 
arms de-commissioning and 
constitu tk>n-buMng,have been 
re -convened at a time' of much 


they would not reach agree- 
ment 

The fate of the fringe parties 


pessimism. 

This was reflected in an Irish 
Tones poll wilich reported that 
only 32 per cent of people 
thought the talks would succeed, 
while 63 percent believed that 


attitude of David Trimble’s 
Ulster Unionist party, some of 
whose members appear to 
favour the expulsion of the 
loyalists. . 

The issue is particularly dif- 
ficnlt and sensitive. Allowing 
them to remain, without for- 
mally condemning the Wris' ' 
death threat, would arguai _ 
undermine the principle that 
anyone at the table should not 
be associated with violence. 


Emmy 
triumph 
for British 
television 


DAVID LISTER 
Arts News Editor 


Britain had a triumphant 
evening at the annual Emmy 
awards in America, with Helen 
Mirren and Alan Rickman win- 
ning best actress and actor 
awards, and British TV series 
taking prizes. 

Helen Mirren was named 
best actress in a mini-series or 
TV special for her perfor- 
mance in Prime Suspect III: 
Scent of Darkness. Alan Rick- 
man took the male award for 
Rasputin. Both declared they 
were “chuffed", with Miss Mir- 
ren explaining to the at the cer- 
emony in Pasadena that 
chuffed translated as “very 
pleased". 

The night brought five award 
statuettes each to two Channel 
4 productions, Gulliver's Trav- 
els and The X Files. Gulliver was 
voted best mini-series, and The 
X Files victory included an 
Emmy for Peter Boyle for best 
dramatic guest actor, and an 
award for best writing. 

De nnis Franz of NYPD Blue 
was named best dramatic actor 
in a series; and the medical dra- 
ma EJL won the best drama se- 
ries title for the second time. 



Big on the small screen: Alan Rickman, left, Gillian Anderson and David Ducovny of The X Files, centre, and Helen Mirren 


TUC chief tells unions to seek solutions 


JOJO MOVES 


John Monks yesterday chal- 
lenged Britain's trade unions to 
become “part of the solution, 
not part of the problem". 

In an address entitled “New 
Unionism", delivered on the 
opening day of the Trades 
Union Congress conference at 
the Winter Gardens, Black- 
pool, the TUC general secretary 
told the unions that they should 
focus on problem solving rather 
than political posturing. 

“If we want to be seen as part- 


ners ... we must grow out of op- 
position. We must grow out of 
the narrow, negative, frustrated 


frame of mind we’ve developed 
dess 


through 17 years of relen 
hostility." Mr Monks said. 

Trade unionism, he warned, 
was at a crossroads. “Unless 
public po&y changes, and above 
all, unless we change, we shall 
take the road marked 'retreat’.” 

He issued a three pronged 
challenge to unions to become 
part of the solution not just for 
British workers but for British 
companies coping with change 


Don’t 


move 

home without it 



Out now. 


and competitive pressures, and 
“fora British government com- 
mitted to dealing with our coun- 
try’s decline. Just as you need 
to talk to your employer, so the 
TUC must talk to the elected 
government of the country," be 
said. 

Mr Monks said that the gap 
between non-union Britain and 
unionised Britain had never 
been wider. Non-union Britain 
was “afraid, low paid, vulnera- 
ble - a disgrace to our country.” 
Unionised Britain, he said, 
while “no paradise", according 
to the official Workplace Sur- 
vey- was higher paid, received 
more training and a experi- 
enced lower labour turnover. 


He cited Ford Motor Com- 
pany, Ericssons, Boots and 
Scottish Power as successful 
companies working in close 
partnership with unions. 

“Our theme this week is New 
Unionism- the road to growth. 
It looks to the ftilure while re- 
minding us of the new unionism 
of late Victorian Britain, when 
trade unionism surged forward 
among the semi-skilled and un- 
skilled” he said. 

“The challenge of our gen- 
eration’s new unionism is to ig- 
nite a similar surge among the 
new workers of Britain." Mr 
Monks said the potential was 
there, and ciled new TUC re- 
search that showed there were 


5 million “union wannabees" - 
workers who were not in unions 
but would like one to act on 
their behalf. 

Those the unions most need- 
ed to reach were young, female, 
more likely to work part time 
and more likely to work in 
small firms. 

“We need to develop new 
services to meet new needs. We 
need to set aside old rivalries - 
between unions and within 
unions,” he said 

“But class war rhetoric won’t 
do. What will do is a determi- 
nation to help make union 
Britain so successful that every- 
one wants to join. We need a de- 
termination to fight the 


exploiter, the undercutter and 
the hirer and firer among 
Britain’s employers.? 

But be added that this must be 
matched by an equal detenni- 
□ation to deliver for the employer 
seeking to do the right things for 
workforce and country. 

■ A management-based staff 
federation created in the wake 
of the Government's hanning of 
unions at the listening station 
GCHQ could be recognised by 
a Labour government, Labour’s 
employment spokesman told a 
rally at the conference. Any in- 
dependent recognised union 
which fulfilled the required cri- 
teria would have to be recog- 
nised according to party policy. 


Angry Blair rounds on critics 
of Scottish referendum plans 


JOHN RENTOUL 

Political Correspondent 


Tom- Blair mounted a fierce 
defence of his plans for a ref- 
erendum on a Scottish parlia- 
ment yesterday, dismissing bis 
Labour critics as “pathetic". 

On a whistle-stop tour of 
Scotland after a week in which 
his policy on devolution 
teetered oh the edge of farce, 
the Labour leader nit out in all 
directions with unconcealed 
impatience. Of Labour MPs. 
party activists and union lead- 
ers opposed to the second ques- 
tion m the referendum on the 
Scottish parliament's taxation 
powers, lie said; “I have never 
heard of anything quite so pa- 
thetic as this. Thcv should get 
a bit of sense into their heads." 


A separate question to ap- 
prove the power of an Edin- 
burgh parliament to raise or 
lower income tax in Scotland 
has been condemned by Labour 
critics as “selling the pass" on 
the policy. But Mr BJair told the 
Scotsman newspaper: “The 
real reason why some people 
don't like the second question 
is because they fear (hat they 
may not gel the result they de- 
serve. Well, that is a very poor 
reason for opposing it." 

He accused Sir David Steel, 
chairman of the Scottish Con- 
stitutional Convention which in- 
cludes Labour and the Liberal 
Democrats, of “sitting on the 
sidelines". Responding to Sir 
David's description of Labour 
as “headless chickens", Mr Blair 
said it was oil very' well people 


like Sir David saying they had 
always stood for devolution. 


“Weil, he may have always 
it, be 


stood for it, but he's never 
damned well delivered »L" he 
said. 

In a series of interviews and 
speeches, including a question- 
and- answer session with pupils 
at Hamilton Grammar School, 
he said Labour was l he only par- 
ty which could deliver devolu- 
tion. and a referendum would 
help push the legislation 
through the Commons. 

In an implied criticism of ear- 
lier Labour leaders, Mr Blair 
said the reason devolution had 
not been delivered in the Sev- 
enties was because “cnlhuMasLs" 
had been allowed to determine 
the agenda. For good measure. 
Mr Blair took a swipe at the 


Conservatives and Scottish Na- 
tional Parry. “It is about lime 
we forced the Tories and the 
SNP to say whether they will 
abide by the will of the Scottish 
people." he (old a meeting in 
Aberdeen last night. 

Earlier, he gave his "total 
support" to George Robert- 
son, Labour's Scottish affairs 
spokesman, who was responsi- 
ble for last week's flip-flop over 
a second referendum. But his 
endorsement fell short of a 
guarantee of a seat in a Labour 
Cabinet. Admitting that last 
week's Scottish policy changes 
had been a “mess". Mr Blair 
said: “What I say to people 
when they say there are these 
U-turns is: ‘Leave all that aside 
for a minute. Is what we are 
proposing right or wrong?’ " 


Japanese bosses come under fire 


LOUISE JURY 


The work practices of Japanese 
companies in Britain came un- 
der renewed fire yesterday as a 
senior executive accused his 
former bosses at a finance firm 
of racial discrimination. 

In the latest of a string of cas- 
es. Brian Mooyarl claimed 
Sakura Finance International in 
the City of London treated its 
oral- Japanese su S like “second- 
class citizens". 

He told an industrial tri- 
bunal in Bury St Edmunds. 
Suffolk, that the firm operated 
“what would appear to be a bla- 
tantly racial, doctrinal tract". 

Mr Monyarl. 49. of Favcr- 
*>ham. KeaL .uid when he chal- 



Brian Moqyart: Dismissed 



IcngcJ one of h:s bosses about 
this he w.ls k*ld it was “a fact of 
life". 


He is claiming unfair dis- 
missal against the securities 
house, where he worked from 
1UR7 tn 1995. The firm denies 

racial discrimination. 

The tribunal heard thal Mr 
Momart had risen to become 
an executive director, the third 
most senior rank in the com- 
pany's London office. But he 
was overlooked for a depart- 
ment head's post which went to 
a Japanese rival. 

Less skilled managers had on 
more than one occasion ar- 
rived from Tokyo and been 
placed above him. it was 
claimed. Htujil Grewal, coun- 
sel for Mr MotwarL said his 
client, a British citizen of An- 
do- Dutch origins, was treated 


“to his detriment” because of his 
nationality. 

Mr Mooyart said he was 
once told by a more senior ex- 
ecutive; “You arc not Japanese 
staff, so your opinion is not in- 
teresting. You will do what we 
want.” 

He and other oon-Japanese 
staff suffered a 20 percent pay 


cut in 1991 but Japanese cm- 
t affected. Non- 


ployecs were not 

Japanese staff were treated 
with suspicion and given 
“Japanese minders/observers" 
who listened into their conver- 
sations. 

The case, which is being 
funded by the Commission for 
Racial Equality, is expected to 
last five days. 



against the presence of an allegedly . 

Manton School in Worksop, Nomngto^lijr^M^ 
threatened to strfc'raiher than teach 

Members of the National Assooalwo irf&hoofanasteis 
Union of Women Teachers withdrew threat after : 

councillors agreed to pav£14,000 a year 
teach Matthew separately from other p^nb- Whra Matthew 
returned to sctioofyesteiday, he was escorted into the . - 
building while otherpujiils were having lessons -pan of the 
the imibn.- However. 3ffparenrs^ .. 
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a petition foritim, to be; 


J ohn Carfista, the outspoken right-wing Conservative MP 
for Luton North, has announced that he wllrewreft^ 


j#IOT J-UICUI iNonn, mu. . . r- T- , ■ 

the Commons at the next general election. Mr Carlisle, who 
is 54, and has been attacked by Labour for Ins attitude . 

towards tire former apartheid regime in South Africa,. .. 
becomes the 57tfc sitting Tbty MP to announce rebremeati a 
the end of this PariiamentHe has been a penasteqt and ~ 
robust critic of John Major’s policies and leadership. . ; 

Another ii^U-winger, I^ Thatcher’s fon^econo^rc . 
adviser. Sir Alan Walters, has been chosen to fight a LonttA 
seat at the next election for Sir James Goldsmith " 

Referendum Party, it was announced. It had beenexpecti 
that Sir Alan would challenge the strongly pro-European 
Chancellor, Kenneth Clarke, for his Rusbcliffe consumer 
but he has been selected instead as prospective • • _ > 
parliamentary candidate for the City of London and 
Westminster South constituency, currently held by fonnex. 
Tbiy Cabinet minister Peter Brooke with a 13,000 majority.. 
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m 50-year-old man was being questioned bjrpqfiqe; . - 
/investigating an explosion in which one man died, and 
two people were seriously injured. The Mast, at 4.40am • 
yesterday, blew out the front of a grocer’s shop m Ealing. „ 
west London, rocked the flats above it and damaged cars 
parted nearby. 

Firefighters found a man’s body on the second 8oOr of 
the four-storey building, which was engulfed in frames. The. 
man being interviewed was arrested m Ealing at midday. 
Police beueved a fire cmised the gas explosion and Were 

treating the blaze as “possible arson". A 24-ycar-old mail, 
and a woman of 25. escaped {^jumping 40ft from atop- 
storey window. A Fire Brigade spokesman said die building 


was so badly damaged it may have to be demolished. 


B uckingham Palace last i 

remarks on the Prince of wales by the former 
Archbishop of Canterbury, Lord Runde, as “water under 
the bridge”. Royal officials said they had no wish to dash 
with Lord Rnnde, who is in poor health, adding that his 
“wise and helpful advice” was ranch appreciated 
According to a controversial new biography, the former 
Archbishop of Canterbury saw the wedding of the Prince 
and Princess of Vftdes as an “arranged marriage”. Lord 
Runde is quoted as saying that be knew about the affair, 
between Charles and -Camilla Parker Bowles before it 
became public knowledge. 


nians for tte first new mine in a decade emerged 
■ yesterday, as it was announced that a battle to save 
another pit had finally been lost RJB Mining, which look 
over many of British Goal’s pits in 1994, is expected to 
ofGdalfy announce today that his to open a new pit in 
Nottinghamshire. The mine, which could take mote than 10 
yeazs to develop, is expected to employ up to 500 people. 

MeanwhQe, Markham Main colliery, in neighbouring 
South Yorkshire is to close; Hie Coal Authority, which own r 
the mine , said it had been unable to find an operator to take 
over the licence after it was surrendered by administrators 
of the private company. Coal Investments, in June. 


Two children whose bodies were recovered from the-. ' . ' 
I sea two weeks after they disappeared from a beach ; _ 
almost certainly drowned, a coroner said yesterday. Tom \ 
Loughlin, four, and his sister Jodi Loughlm, six, vanished 
from Holme Beach near Hunstanton, Norfolk, on 18 
August. Jodi's body was found on 30 August on a beach near 
Shermgbam, Norfolk. Tom’s body was found two days later. 

Opening an inquest into their deaths, the Norwich district 
coroner, William Armstrong, said a post mortem 
examination showed that the probable cause of both deaths 
was submersion in water. Home Office pathologist. Dr Nat 
Carey, who had carried out post mortems on the children at 
Addenbrookc’s Hospital, Cambridge, had found no 
suspicious injuries on either body. Dr Carey was still waiting 
for the results of toxicology tests before he could be 100 per 
cent certain of the cause of the deaths. 


■ ibyans indicted in 1991 for the bombing of Pan Am 
L^light * *- - L '- "• - 


„ 103 over Lockerbie will never stand trial in 

Scotland or the US, according to Scottish and Libyan 
lawyers. In stark terms clearly aiming to end the 
international legal stalemate that has existed since the 
possibility of the men’s voluntary extradition first emerged 
in 1993. Dr Ibrahim Legwell ana Alistair Duff both told a 
special session of the seminar of the International Bar 
Association that unless plans for the men to be tried in a 
neutral country - under Scots law and headed by a Scots 
judge - were resurrected the probability existed thal the 
Libyans would never stand CnaL 
The seminar, run by the IBA’s Human Rights Institute, in 
conjunction with die Arab Lawyers Union, was also, 
addressed by Dr Jim Swire, representing the f amili es of 
British victims, who said: “Five years without progress 
convinces us that it is time to compromise." British and US 
authorities appear not to have moved from the belief that 
the men should be brought to justice in either of the two 
countries. James Casick 


A n ancient Scottish aristocratic title, bought by a 
corrupt Scotland Yard official who spent millions of 
pounds of stolen public money on to fund his flamboyant 


tifc^le, is tojxr put up for_sale. Thc 900-year-old 


title of the Baron of Chimside, in Berwickshire, will be 
auctioned in London next month to try and claw back some 
of the £5m thal “Lord” Anthony Williams stole. 


In May, 1995, Williams, 56, an accountant with the 
lelropolit 


Metropolitan Police, was jailed for seven and a half years ; 
fraud. He used the money he stole to buy a string or 
properties in the Highland village of Tomintoul. 


^ricketer lan Botham is to appeal and seek a retrial 

wafterJosdr-*-' 


72 — , . : rTT .. «««« seen a reman 

'after losing his libel battle against Imran Khan. Botham, 
who with fellow cricketer, Allan Lamb, sought damages 
against the former Pakistani captain, is appealing bn the 
grounds that the jury was misdirected during the libel 
action, which they lost in July, leaving them with an 
estimated £400,000 legal bfll. 
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‘No way are my children running this 
shop, it’s too much like hard work’ 


« .1 


Asian parents’ 
hopes for their 
families could kill 
the comer shop. 

Report by 
Charlie Bain and 
Charles Arthur 

Rajen Phillips'children are in India 
for their cxaraina- 
StS* d ™&ter, Naline, 22, has 
set ner heart on becoming a doctor 
and is studying medicine at univer- 
sity m Delhi. 

“There is no way I would ever 
want her to come back here and run 
this sh°p ]ik e Ym doing,” said Mr 
rnwro^ who runs a newsagent on the 
isle of Dogs in east London. “For a 
start Tve spent too much money on 
her education and running this shop 
is just too much like hard work." 

Mr Phillips is of the generation of 
Asian shopkeepers who do not want 
their children to take over their cor- 
ner shops, according to dew research, 
published yesterday. 

Instead, they wain them to move 
J hto professional jobs, becoming 
the^ doctors and accountants that 
their parents had wanted to become 
themselves. 

“The people who set up these 
businesses were economic and po- 
litical migrants, but from the mid- 
dle classes, not the bottom of the 
social structure, " Tariq Modood, 
who led the research, said. “They’re 
saying that being self-employed was 
good enough for them, but that they 
want something better for their 
children.” 

Within the next decade there 
could be a rapid change on high 
streets around the country, as the 
corner shops are sold for cash by the 
parents as their children graduate 
from university and move into pro- 
fessional work. 

Recent exam results, showing 
Asian children outstripping other 
ethnic groups - including whites - 
back up the findings. 

The survey, funded by the Polity 
Studies Institute, looked at self- 
employed Asian workers - typical- 
ly shopawners, clothes- makers and 
minicab companies. One in four 



British Asians is self-employed - al- 
most double the number among the 
white population. 

A combination of racism and lack 
of jobs forced many into setting up 
their own businesses, despite having 
educational qualifications better 
.than, many employed workeis.lt 


found that half of their owners did 
not want their children to carry on 
die business, and only one In five ac- 
tively wanted to keep the work in the 


A similar change occurred after 
the Second World War, said Dr 
Modood: “I think this is what hap- 


pened with Jewish immigrants who 
had had to set np their own shops: 
they wanted to see their own children 
move into white-collar and profes- 
sional work.” 

Mr Phillips was 50 last month. The 
majority of what he earns goes to- 
wards his children’s education. He 


rents his shop from the Docklands 
light Railway and his lease runs out 
in the year 2000. He can't wait to 
leave. 

“The traditional Asian corner 
shop is history,” he said. “It’s dying 
out It’s the same with all the Asians 
around here. We just can’t compete 


with the big supermarkets like 
Tbsco’s and Sainsburys which are 
springing up all over the place. 

“] work a 12-bour day and I 
wouldn’t want my children to do the 
same. Not that they would. They've 
seen how hard I work. My son wants 
to be an engineer and my daughter 
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Boy's case puts discipline in the home before European Court of Human Rights. Jason Bennetto reports 

Parents face ■■■■■ Sweden’s rules on corporal 
ban asrainst punishment lead the way 


A ban on the right of parents 
to use corporal punishment 
on their children moved a step 
closer yesterday after a 12 
year-old-boy was given per- 
mission to launch a challenge 
in the European court 
But the Government insist- 
ed that they would “vigorous- 
ly” fight any move to introduce 
a “blanket ban on parental 


This follows a decision by the 
European Commission of Hu- 
man Rights in Strasbourg, 
which vet all applications to de- 
cided there is an issue to an- 
swer, to allow the boy's case to 
be heard by the European 
Court of Human Rights. A 
court ruling in favour of the boy 
is likely to limit parents’ rights 
io use corporal punishment to 
discipline their children. 

The Secretary of State for 
Health, Stephen Dorrelh said: 
“English law coincides with 
common sense. Parents are al- 
lowed to use corporal punish- 
ment but only to the extent of 


reasonable chastisement. 

“The Government could not 
support a blanket ban bn 
parental smacking as most peo- 
ple understand it mid will con-, 
tlnue to defend the position 
vigorously” 

Children’s rights campaign- 
ers heralded yesterday’s deci- 
sion as an - important 
breakthrough. The challenge 
was mounted after the boy’s 
stepfather was acquitted in 
1993 of causing actual bodily 
harm after beating the child, 
then aged nine, with a garden 
cane. The jmy was told that the 
boy, who cannot be named for 
legal reasons, was treated in 
hospital for injuries to his but- 
tocks, thighs and calves. 

The bey’s lawyers argue that 
the Government is in breach of 
the human rights convention, 
which outlaws “inhuman and 
degrading" treatment. They 
will argue when the case reach- 
es the court - probably next year 
- that this includes the infliction 
of corporal punishment. 




The Government’s lawyers 


can use corporal punishment 
bat only to the extent of “rea- 
sonable chastisement”. They 
pointed out that the jury in this 
particular case was not satisfied 
that the stepfather’s conduct 
was unreasonable! 

Officials at the Human 
Rights Court acknowledged 
that corporal punishment of all 
kinds could be caBedinto ques- 
tion in Britain if the bey wins 
hiscase. 

But a spokesman for the De- 
partment of Health said the 
' Government did not have to 
impose a bon if the bey even- 
tually won. Instead it. could 


state stricter circumstances in 
which corporal punishment 
could be used. 

Peter Newell, co-ordinator 
for Epoch (End Physical Pun- 
ishment of Children), said: 
“This is a landmark derision for 
children - the first step towards 
confirming that children have 
tbe same nghts as adults to pro- 
tection from violence under the 
convention." 

Family and Youth Concern, 
an anti -permissive pressure 
group, said it was disappoint- 
ed by the move. “We defend 
families’ right to discipline 
their, chfidren tbe way they 
feel is best. That might mean 
smacking as a last resort,” said 
spokeswoman Cornelia Oddie. 


Six European countries have in- 
troduced legislation during tbe 
past 17 yearn to prohibit cor- 
poral punishment. A number of 
o there are also moving in this 
direction, making Britain look 
laggardly. 

Sweden's experience has 
been the biggest influence. It in- 
troduced the first national ban 
in 1979 and there has been a 
dramatic subsequent change in 
public attitudes, which some at- 
tribute directly to the change in 
the law. 

An opinion poll in 1965 
found that 53 per cent of peo- 
ple believed corporal punish- 
ment was indispensable to 
parents. That figure dropped to 
26 per cent in 1981, two years 
after the legislation and to 11 
per cent in 1995. 

In Sweden, the law, which is 
part of the civil code, is meant 
to be educative rather than 
punitive and was passed with 
overwhelming support - 259 
votes to six. There has been only 
one prosecution - of a father 
who was fined £10 for spanking 
his 11-year-old son. 

Simone Ek, of Radda Bar- 
nen, a Swedish children’s char- 
ity, said: “AD our children know 
that their parents cannot hit 


them. When the legislation was 
introduced, there was a public- 
ity campaign in schools, on 
milk cartons and brochures 
were sent to all 3.5 million 
households explaining the 
change.” Of British practice, she 
said: “People here think you are 
a little old-fashioned.” 

- Other Scandinavian coun- 
tries have followed the Swedish 
example - passing laws de- 


cent of the 16-24 age group) be- 
lieved in the use of physical pun- 
ishment for children. 

Nevertheless, despite public 
opinion, a Swedisb-slyJe ban was 
introduced in Norway in 1987 
and a limited prohibition was 
passed in Denmark in 1986, 
which the courts interpret as 
allowing slapping as long as no 
bruises result. 

Niels-Christian Andersen, 


‘The law is meant to educate 
rather than punish - there has 
only been one prosecution’ 


signed to give a moral lead 
rather than to coerce parents 
into abandoning the smack. In 
Finland, since 1984, the law has 
said that a child “shall not be 
subdued, corporally punished or 
otherwise humiliated”. 

In both Norway and Den- 
mark opinion polls suggested 
that more than two-thirds of 
adults favoured keeping phys- 
ical p unishm ent. This is similar 
to the current figure in Britain 
where the most recent poll, by 
Gallup in 1989, found that 75 
per cent of Britons (59 per 


secretary-general of the Danish 
children’s charity, Rob Barnet, 
said: “People say to us: *Am I go- 
ing to jail if I have a row with 
my three-year old or if he runs 
into the street and 1 grab 
him by the arm?' Of course, we 
say ‘no’." 

Cyprus and Austria also have 
comprehensive bans. At the 
time, the Austrian Minister for 
the Family said that the reform 
was needed because of “the im- 
measurable harm children suf- 
fer when parents are not willing 
or able to avoid physical pun- 


ishment as a way of bringing up 
their children”. 

The Republic of Ireland’s 
law is probably the closest to 
British legislation in allowing 
parents to use what is termed 
“reasonable chastisement”. It is 
currently under review follow- 
ing a 1993 poster campaign 
featuring two children whis- 
pering the slogan: “Slapping 
children is wrong, pass it on.” 

Subsequently, the Irish Law 
Reform Commission, conclud- 
ed in 1994 that “whereas it 
would be premature to abolish 
the Common Law chastise- 
ment exception immediately, 
the re-education of parents 
should proceed without delay 
and the exception should be 
abolished at ihe right time." So 
far the Irish Government has 
failed to act on the recommen- 
dations. 

It will, however, will looking 
with interest at the outcome- of 
the UK case at the European 
Court of Human Rights. So will 
Germany, where a draft bfll to 
amend the Civil Code ambigu- 
ously proposes a ban on “ed- 
ucational measures offending 
dignity, particularly physical 
punishments and sanctions 
causing psychological harm”. 




Pillows, duvets, sheets, blankets 
Honestly, you’re not dreaming. 
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Trading places: Rajen Phillips, 
pictured in his newsagents on 
the Isle of Dogs in East 
London, is happy for Ms 
children to seek a career away 
from the traditional comer 
shop and enter the 
professions. He is typical of a 
generation that hopes for a 
better future for them 

Photograph: Andrew Buurman 


will no doubt make it as a doctor," 
he said. 

Mr Phillips believes that more and 
more children of Asian shopkeep- 
ers are turning against tradition 
and moving into white-collar and 
professional work. “Asians are in- 
herently supportive of their parents 
and there is no doubt that some chil- 
dren around here will follow in 
their parents’ footsteps. But others 
realise that there is no future in Tun- 
ning a shop look this. You have to 
deal with all sorts of people in this 
area and it isn’t worth it” 

Also on the Isle of Dogs, in his 
news and video shop, Peter Patel is 
trying to serve a swarm of children 
who have descended on him after 
school has finished for the dayJHe 
keeps a keen eye on two boys hov- 
ering around the sweet counter at 
the far end of the shop. “If s like this 
every day around this tune," he said. 
“You’Ve got to ask yourself if it is all 
worth iV 

Mr Patel, 46, has owned the 
newsagent for eight years. He has 
two daughters Janu, 10, and Kinner, 
18, who has just started a degree 
course in pharmacy at a college in 
Liverpool 

“There is just no way she'd come 
and work here, "Mr Patel said, “she 
wants to be a pharmacist and 1 have 
to accept that.” 

Mr Ffctel lives in Whtford and dri- 
ves to the Isle of Dogs every day to 
open bis shop. He wakes at 330am 
each morning, arrives at the shop at 
5am for the paper round and final- 
ly shuts up shop at 8.00pm in the 
evening. 

“It's very hard work for not a lot 
of rewards," he said. “And there are 
far too many competitors as well. My 
daughter is taking the r^fat route and 
it seems that many of the children 
around here are thinking the same 
way.” 
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^ The British Association for the Advancement of Science: Discoveries leadin g to ethical quandaries i n medicine 
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knowledge 
brings new 

fatalism 


CHARLES ARTHUR 

Science Editor 

The growing number of diseases 
now now known to be linked 
to genes is making Britain “a so- 
ciety with more pity”, according 
to a scientist - but also into a 
more fatalistic one in which in- 
heritance is seen as destiny. 

Hie trend could also lead to 
difficult ethical decisions, mir- 
roring those in which hospitals 
have refused to perform heart 
operations on smokers, with 
health professionals having to 
base decisions about who to 
choose for particular therapies 
on their genetic make-up. 

“The increasing emphasis on 
genes and diseases is likely to 
lead to a lowering of motivation 
to alter one's lifestyle to reduce 
risk,” said Theresa Marteau. of 
the psychology and genetics 
research group at Guy's Hos- 
pital. “But it always affects how 
we react to oLhers' illnesses. It 
increases the sense of pity.” 

Unpublished research by a 
researcher working for Profes- 
sor Marteau found (hat people 
show less sympathy to those who 
decline tests to see if they are 
at risk of developing a geneti- 
cally-linked disease, but subse- 
quently develop it. 

In an experiment in which 
people were asked about their 
level of sympathy to a hypo- 
thetical mother whose baby 
was bom with Down's syn- 
drome, they showed less sym- 
pathy if she had refused the 
pre-natal tests. 

In another experiment, par- 
ents were told that their babies' 
raised cholesterol level was due 
to a genetic predisposition. One 
said: “I feel as though a death 
sentence has been pronounced 
on my boy." But anothergroup 
of parents, whose babies also 
had raised cholesterol but were 


not told it was genetic, reacted 
with equanimity. “It's only a di- 
etary thing,” one said. 

Professor Marteau said: “In 
30 years, the Human Genome 
Project [which aims to decode 
all of the human DNA code] 
could result in therapy and 
control for previously incur- 
able diseases. 

“But long before that we 
will be able to predict the con- 
dition. And what we see as caus- 
ing the illness is an important 
factor in what we do about ft.” 

Existing tests can already 
uncover genetic predispositions 
to heart disease, breast and 
colon cancer and diabetes. But 
under current practice, insur- 
ance companies and employers 
are not allowed to ask for a test 
to be carried out before offer- 
ing insurance or health cover, 
or employment 

The results of the latest re- 
search suggested that restric- 
tions should be imposed on the 
availability of screening for cer- 
tain genetic conditions. Pro- 
fessor Marteau said. 

The growing awareness of ge- 
netic predisposition to various 
conditions can make people 
less interested in trymg to 
change their lifestyle. One study 
of heart-attack victims found 
that if they thought the disease 
was caused by inheritance they 
were only half as likely to 
change their lifestyle as those 
who believed that it was a ran- 
dom occurrence. 

The belief tbai genes deter- 
mine lives has taken an extra- 
ordinary hold, with one man in 
the US darning he was genet- 
ically predisposed to murder. 
His appeal failed. But the be- 
lief in the power of genes to 
shape lives could help one 
group. Professor Marteau said. 
“It might change others' atti- 
tudes to those who are obese.” 
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Archaeologists discovered that 
a Roman settlement in Wras.-. 
eter, Shropshire was as big as 
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Perpetual revolutions: A boy encounters a demonstration at the British Association for the Advancement of Science In Birmingham yesterday 

‘Revolution’ in understanding Aids 


CHARLES ARTHUR 

Science Editor 

The past six months have seen 
“a revolution” in our 'Under- 
standing of the virus that caus- 
es Aids, and made it far more 
likely that we will eventually de- 
velop an effective vaccine 
against it, according to British 
scientists. 

One theory now being in- 
vestigated is that people who 
have received tissue transplants, 
such as kidneys, may have a 
higher level of resistance to the 
disease than normal. 

This coukl mean that anti- 
bodies generated against other 
human cells are more effective 
than those against entirely for- 
eign cells such as HTV. 


However, any vaccine will not 
be available before the end of 
the century, and could lead to 
soda] problems in the countries 
which need it most, said Ann 
Rees, of the Jeferiss Research 
Trust laboratories. 

Speaking yesterday, she said: 
“If we did develop a vaccine, 
there would be a question of 
whether the countries that 
needed it most could be per- 
suaded to to accept its use.” 

Ninety per cent of HIV in- 
fection occurs in developing 
countries, she said. “It would be 
a vaccine against a disease 
which is, in those countries, sex- 
ually transmitted - that’s socially 
difficult for some people to ac- 
cept But it’s important that they 
are, for the greater good. 


“Efforts to develop an HTV 
vaccine have been continually 
frustrated since the virus was 
first identified in the 1980s. 
This is because it mutates very 
rapidly and interpolates itself 
into the infected person's im- 
mune system.” 

There are already three tri- 
al vaccines against SIV, the 
monkey form of the disease, 
which are being tested on 
• macaque monkeys. 

None though has been test- 
ed on humans. 

But this year scientists in 
Britain and the United States 
have made rapid strides in un- 
derstanding how the virus at- 
taches itself to body ceils. 

They have also found that 
about one in 100 Caucasians 


have a genetic mutation which 
seems to make them naturally 
immune to the virus. ■ * 

Professor Thomas Lehner, of 
. Guy’s- Hospital, said: “I am 
more optimistic that there mil 
be a vaccine against HTV par- 
ticularly because we now know 
much more about its mecha- 
nism. The whale dimate of 
opinion has changed in the 
past six months. It has been a 
revolution.” 

He said that the new work on 
vaccines in monkeys had led to 
a number of new areas of scurfy. 
Special interest has focused on 
one vaccine, which extracts the 
antibodies generated against 
SIV from one monkey and in- 
jects them into another, unin- 
fected monkey. Experiments 


have demonstrated that these 
monkeys are more resistant to 
SIV than no rmal. This is reck- 
oned to be caused by the unin- 
fected monkey producing 
“allo-antigens”, which are an- 
tibodies against closely related 
cells. Hie same types of anti- 
body are produced by patients 
who have organ transplants, 
and can lead to the rejection of 
the donated organ. But in the 
case of Siy and possibly HTV, 
it appears to confer resistance. 

“There’s a possibility that 
the allo-antigens are a key to it” 
said Prof Lehner. “Certainly, it 
seems that the protection isn’t 
associated with the virus, but 
with the human antigen. How- 
ever, the mechanism is still a 
huge question." 


thought of asavfflagewasudfy: 
covering 78 hectares and that a 
substantial pctrtibowaslwredted' 
by a fire which destroyed many 
of the timber-framed 

‘There, is still , a place for 
spades in archaeology,? said Si- 
mon Buteux, who led . the re- 
■ search, which was done by an 
international, team of stien- 
rieft; “Thase terfimqngs gwftyni 

images and a plan, but it’s not 
like coming into cdnfactwith the 
real thing. • ’ 

“However, the new. tech- 
niques do have the advance 
that they do not move mgr of the 
buried ftems. In the process of 
excavation, archaeologists de- 
stroy much of their evidence, 
even as they seeklo record and 
understand it," said Mr Buteux. 
The newer techniques reduce 
die cost and avoid me destruc- 
tion of excavation. Previously, . 
only 5 per cent of the city bad 
been excavated, principally its 
public baths. Now 80 per cent 
has been investigated, leading 
the scientists to triple their es- 
timate of the.nambez of people 
who lived there. .-• 

Ground-penetrating radar 
can detect objects at a range of 
depths, varying from. IS to 
250cm below the present 
ground level, where the foun- 
dations of Roman Wroxeter 
are found. ; 

A similar technique was nsed 
to detect azrdXderversion of the 
Great W^ll of China from the 
space shuttle last year. 



Traffic takes toll on bird species 


NICHOLAS SCHOON 

Environment Correspondent 

Up to a fifth of some British bird 
species meet their deaths on the 
roads each year, a researcher 
told the association meeting. 
Bid species such as magpies and 
crows were benefiting from the 
thousands of small, feathered 
corpses left at the wayside. 


Chris Mead, of the British 
Thist for Ornithology, said that 
a few species were now known 
to be particularly vulnerable - 
such as bare owls, which hunt 
along long roads. Of 48 barn- 
owls which he had ringed re- 
cently, nine were recovered 
dead after being hit. 

But Mr Mead thought colli- 
sions were also a significant 
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cause of mortality in dozens of 
other species and a likely fac- 
tor in the decline of the house 
sparrow, whose numbers had 
fallen noticeably in urban and 
rural areas in recent decades. 

“My own guess is that be- 
tween 3 and 20 per cent of vul- 
nerable British birds are killed 
each year on the roads,” he said. 
About 100 species were vul- 
nerable, he added - birds which 
flit between hedgerows, or 
which chase cadi other furiously 
in territorial disputes. 

“It's the busier rural roads 
such as two-lane A roads which 
are the real killers,” he said. 
“Motorways are probably much 
safer because the amount of 


noise and movement and their 
width keeps many small birds 
from attempting to cross them.” 

Mr Mead believes that one 
reason why the magpie popu- 
lation has soared is because col- 
lisions provide them with 
carrion at times of year when 
food would otherwise be scarce. 

But vehicle strikes are not the 
only danger that traffic poses to 
birdlife. From the Netherlands 
comes research which shows 
that willow warblers more than 
a mile from motorways are af- 
fected by the noise which 
“makes it difficult for them to 
hear each other, which they 
need to do in defending terri- 
tory and attracting mates". 
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A convicted kidnapper plotted 
from his prison cell to snatch a 
multi-millionaire and hold him 
for ran some, torture and then 
murder him, an Old Bailey 
court was told yesterdav. 

Sachcverell de Houghton, 
56, was already serving 10 years 
for kidnapping and blackmail- 
ing another man who had es- 
caped. William Boyce QC, for 
the prosecution, said. 

Mr de Houghton targeted die 
millionaire known only as G 
planning to lake £20m in ran- 
som, Mr Boyce said. He re- 
cruited another prisoner, 
Everton Morrison, to act on his 
release as his lieutenant and put 
together an abduction team. 

Mr de Houghton and Mr 
Momson, 30. both denv con- 
spiracy to murder and conspir- 

mer also denies soliciting mur- 
der and incitement to kidnap. 

Mr Boyce said “be 
Houghton wanted to take G 
remote in the Scot- 
tish Hebrides or southern Ene- 

nnd This time the plan was 
to kill him so there could be no 
witnesses." 

From his cells in various pris- 
ons over a three-year period, Mr 
dc Houghton negotiated the 
PySJj* gstie on the Isle 
of CoU in the Hebrides and an 
estate in Comyrall and set up 
bank accounts in Cornwall and 
Denmark, it was alleged. i 

Mr Boyce said the plot in- I 
y°*yed bait for the millionaire- 
in 1991 Mr de Houghton had 


told his victim he was a dealer 
in Russian icons; G was inter- 
ested m furniture. “The mse was 

to say De Houghton had a very 
valuable item of furniture. He 

wrote to G indicating he had fur- 
niture for sale. G was hooked." 

Mr Morrison was visiting Mr 
de Houghton regularly in prison, 
the court was told. Mr de 


the first team Mr Morrison h 
fruited and a second team v 
found. But among them was ; 

u °dercover detective. 

By February 1996, there we 
fears that Mr de Hough* 
was suspicious of the und< 
cover officer and the police d 
cided to make arrests. Wh< 
mterviewed by police Mr , 
Houghton allegedly said hew 
acLrng on the orders of anot 
er prisoner whom he feared, 

The trial continues today. 
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forecast to 
boost jobs 
by UOyOOO 


CHARLIE BAIN 

Tbe National Lottery is set to 
° oosl the economy by creating 
more than 110,000 jobs within 
me next five years, a report 
claimed yesterday. 

saSS?? 1 shows ^ nearly 
30,000 jobs have been created 
or secured since the lottery 
was launched 22 months ago, 
with farther employment op- 
portunities exported in 1998 
when many large lottery-fund- 
ed projects get under way. 

According to the report, 
commissioned by the lottery op- 
erator Camelot and published 
by tbe Henley Centre, the retafl, 
administration and manage- 
ment sectors are all expected to 

Construction 
industry is set to 
receive £1.3bn a 
year for projects 
funded by lottery 

benefit largely. But the con- 
struction industry is forecast to 
profit most, with the number of 
jobs created or secured by 2000 
reaching Z5 to 3 per cent of the 
entire United Kingdom con- 
struction work-force. 

A separate report published 
by the Royal Bank of Scotland 
revealed that the construction 
industry was set to receive an 
annua] boost of £l_3bn as a di- 
rect result of building projects 
funded by lottery money. The 
major regional winner in such 
projects will be London, where 
annual spending is forecast to 
be £316m or £46 per head, 
twice the UK average. 

The Henley report also pre- 
dicted further extra jobs in re- 
tailing, estimating that the 
lottery had already added 
17,190 mainly part-time jobs in 


the sector and predicting a rise 
to 18,860 next year as Camelot 
expands its outlets. 

The Secretary of State for 
National Heritage, Virginia 
Bottom ley, said yesterday that 
the research showed that the !ot- 
tciy was exceeding the good 
causes it was designed to sup- 
port and was bringing '“real 
benefit” to the country. “The 
large amounts of extra money 
available through the National 
Lottery offers new hope and po- 
tential for towns and cities, vil- 
lages, dubs and organisations 
everywhere to improve their fa- 
cilities for the benefit of their 
communities,” she said. 

However, yesterday’s Henley 
report also recognised that 6^00 
jobs have so far been lost in 
pools, off-course betting and bin- 
go companies. It calculated that 
the net effect on jobs would be , 
small as many of the job losses , 
to date have been tbe result. of 
one-off restructurings, and are 
likely to taper off if lotteiy sales 
remain at current levels. 

Tan Holley, Camelot chief 
executive, said that companies 
affected by the lottery had 
probably “down-sized" as much 
as was needed. “But even if the 
job losses doubled we are still 
talking about over 100,000 jobs 
created," he said. 

Within four months of its 
launch, tbe National Lotteiy 
was beginning to have an effect 
on Britain’s £900m pools in- 
dustry with Vernons, Little- 
woods and Setters all 
announcing a fan in business. 

“We’ve lost about 2,000 jobs 
since the lotteiy started, that’s 
out of a workforce that was be- 
tween 3,500 to 4,000,” a 
spokesman for Uttlewoods 
Pools said yesterday. “We've lost 
abouL25 per .cent of our busi- 
ness since November 1994. We 
have dosed our building in 
Cardiff and Glasgow and are 
now solely oh Merseyside. We 
are suffering.” 
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Sir Norman Foster’s £400m dream - to build VS - 
Europe’s tallest building on a City bomb site ; 




How the Millennium lower compares'] ** 
with the world’s highest structures } 



wed a 
body 




From the ashes: Sir Norman Foster and the Millennium Tower Photograph: Glynn Griffiths 


A 1,265ft kidney-shaped glass 
bnUding which would be tbe 
tallest in Europe was unveiled 
yesterday as the architect Sir 
Norman Foster’s vision for the 
bombed Baltic FTrfiangg site in 
the Gty of London. 

Plans for the £400m sky- 
scraper set the year 2000 for a 
“topping out” ceremony mark- 
ing London’s pre-eminence as 
a financial centre for the 
millennium. The structure will 
indude restaurants and bars on 
a LDOOft-high public viewing 
platform, 40 apartments, offices 
and trading doors. 

Although the building would 
dwarf neighbouring towers, Sir 
Norman denied it would over- 
power the skyline. 

He said: “Tkli buildings are 
expressions of the energy and 
aspirations of wodd-dass mod- 
ern dries. Tbe London Millen- 
nium Tbwer will be a statement 
of confidence in the City for the 
next century ... a sign that 
London does command a cen- 
tral world-league position.” 

Although there were exciting 
projects for the millennium 
planned in the Gty, there was 
no new building and this was a 
“very good opportunity”. It 
would not be a “remote and iso- 
lated building sticking out like 
a stick of rhubarb," he added. 


EffisTtawer Canary Wtarl NalWsst Tower 
Pahs London London 

1889 1891 1978 

984ft 800ft 600tt 

300m 244m 183m 


als came after months of spec- 
ulation over the future of the 
ate which was severely damaged 
by an IRA bomb in 1992. 

But the futuristic design is 
bound to cause controversy 
and rase suspicions that it will 
new be buik The building will 
require planning consent mom 
English Heritage as it involves 
pulling down the Grade II list- 
ed remains of the old Baltic Ex- 
change. In the wake of the 
bombing, English Heritage had 
inasted the exchange, which had 
a neoclassical facade and a 
striking teak-panelled trading 
floor, should be restored. 

But when work was carried 
out last year in preparation for 

application incorporating the 
exchange into a new building, 
the severity of the damage be- 
came dear and the Corporation 
of London asked English Her- 
itage if a new design might be 
considered. 

An English Heritage spokes- 
woman said yesterday. “We’re 
extremely sceptical about a 
building of this size on that ate. 
We think it would dominate tbe 
City skyline and have a major 
impact on surrounding streets.” 

They could make no detailed 
comments until an application 
was submitted, but would want 
a full environmental survey. 


she said. At a press conference 
yesterday, Sir Norman stressed 
that extensive tests were being 
carried out to prevent a wind- 
tunnel effect around the tower 
and to protect tbe “micro-cli- 
mate’' at its base. 

The form of the structure 
would be “free-flowing and 
sculptural" with tbe effect of 
sunlight hitting the curved glass 
fagade making it appear “ele- 
gantly slender” and providing a 
different view from each ride. 

Security would be maintained 
by providing public access only 
from glass lifts outride the 
bufldmg, leaving internal lifts for 
the 8,000 people expected to 
work and live inside. 

The bunding wiH be the third 
tallest bnUding in the world and 
Sk Norman was delighted. “The 
thrfll is doing it here in London 
and not having to travel to the 
other side of tbe world,” he said. 

Alan Winter, managing di- 
rector of the developers T3*afal- 
gar House Property, said they 
hoped to submit tbe planning 
application next month and be- 
gin next work next year for com- 
pletion by 2001. But any public 
inquiry would delay the 
timescale. 

They needed an “anchor ten- 
ant” committed to the project 
before they could go ahead, and 
were in talks with several in- 
terested companies. 
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Medical study sought tobacco firm donatio^ 

Jirum J _ _ ? e~r- i-Ka Artvancemio] 
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the mi 0°° ayear research Hie lobacco company also 
raoiecL It has now emereed rhar F 


^ssEaszK ==s: 

“>e»iSSo??f for money to keep the research don't go touting for business, 

™ of . mrotme programme gomg. offerini! to PTVft nisi* mnnmr 


cnects of nicotine programme come. 

BAT has refused > however, 
I Thp* disease. to disclose which other re- 
low.** 4 contribution searchers it is funding, arguina 
I . ‘ Uliee years from British that thp cripnti«t« thmnMi.p^ 


Jane Lee, the MRC’s direc- 
tor of corporate affairs, said: 
“You have to remember there 
was a bit of a crisis at the 
time." A pharmaceutical com- 
pany had unexpectedly with- 
drawn support from the 


offering to give our money programme, and, without a new 
away. They approach us.” source of firnds, the unit faced 
The MRC has also confirmed red unda ncies. 


erties, “pul out feelers" to drug 
companies and to brokerage 
com pani es which can link aca- 
demic researchers with funding 
sources, she said. The brokers, 
she added, would have a port- 
folio of potential backers, in- 


strict conditions on which the 
cash would be taken. 

A spokesman for BAT con- 
firmed that the approach had 
come- from the MRG and not 
the other way around. BAX 
holds a fund of around £500,000 


over its acceptance of BAT’S 
money, the MRCs council 


kVUV V* “ -1 , J . ..... 

eluding pharmaceutical and which it spends in universities 

_ . ° * • I AtliAv MtMn'h wnlTPJL 


rrt^^SomS Sruff^enteSSl ^^e money for the research Both the unit and the MRCs 
American TbbaccofRA^n :X;Jr£ ^ program** at the council's technology transfer group, 
originally described Neurochem K a l Pathology Unit which seeks commerdalback- 

M ** ta ***** “pon T^e was era for the MRC’s research 

sought. findings and intellectual prop- 


Tobacco companies. 

The deal with BAT was 


and other research centres, 
two-thirds of it in the United 


■ 85 a "donation" towards results are published. 


a uw uvni -- — ; . 

signed because of ail the com- Kingdom. Projects range from 
p anics approached, it respond- those . directly connected to 
ed most quickly, Ms Lee said, smoking, to nicotine studies 
both in terms of providing the and work on foetal nutrition, 
funding and in agreeing the Following the controversy 


money, me imsc- * 
pected to initiate a review of the 
guidelines under which it ac- 
cepts outside funding, when it 
meets later this month. . 

The dilemma that scientists 
face in the wake of gewemmeot 
funding cuts of £400m in capi- 
tal alone over the next three 
years was acknowledged last 
week by Sir Ronald Oxburgh , a 
former government scientist in 
the Ministry of Defence and the 
new presdent of the British As- 


sociation for the Advancement . 
of Science, whose annual nKfetw; - 

^I^SjS^whelher lotakfri; 
the money tad to be 
al and private, n on: Rox^PP 
said. “If an activity is legal Jr & 
then I have to say that when fife? •> 
chips are down I will take mcfi- . 
ev for .research from &Qy legal 

J Vu> comP 1 


source. There might be some; 
areas which could not stomach 
it - for example, researchers into 
lung cancer probably wouldn t 
want cigarette money.” 


Labour sure to win, 
say opinion leaders 


Viking gang heads for life on the ocean wave 


to get 

ciety JOHN RENTOUL 

to a ! Political Correspondent 
more 

herin The outcome of the next elec- 
Th ton is a foregone conclusion, ac- 
diffic cording to a poll for The 
rorin Independent of “opinion lead- 
have ers” , three-quarters of whom 
open expect Labour to be in govern- 
bealt ment in 2000. 
base Tbny Blair, the Labour 
choo leader, is far and away the most 
on th popular choice as prime minis- 
“T ter for the new millennium; he 
gene is preferred by 37 of our sam- 
lead pie of 100 company directors, 
to all senior civil servants, media 
risk,' editors, politicians and trade 
the union leaders, 
reset Of the sample, 76 expect a 
pitaf. Labour government, and all 
we n except one expect Mr Blair to 
incrc be leading it (the other predicts 
Ui Margaret Beckett, the former 
reset deputy Labour leader, as prime 
sor k 


minister). Only 15 think the 
Tories wiU be in power, and only 
five of that 15 expect John Ma- 
jor to be in Downing Street in 
2000. John Redwood, last year's 
Tory leadership challenger, is 
tipped by two people, with one 
each supporting Kenneth 
Clarke, the Chancellor, and 
Michael Fbrsyth, the Secretary 
of State for Scotland, who 
would have to hold his ultra- 
marginal Stirling seat 

One other member of the 
panel predicts that Mr Blair will 
be prime minister -at the head 
of a Tory government The rest 
did not know. 

Asked who they would “most 
like to see" as prime minister in 
2000, Mr Major is a poor run- 
ner-up to Mr Blair, with nine 
votes. Mr Clarke and Robin 
Cook, the shadow Foreign Sec- 
retary, have four votes each, fol- 


lowed fcy Michael HeseMne, the 
Deputy Prime Minister, and 
Chris Patten, the Governor of 
Hong Kong, with three. Paddy 
Ashdown, the Liberal Democ- 
rat leader, Mr Forsyth, Mr 
Redwood and Chris Smith, 
Labour’s health spokesman, all 
have two votes. 

Most of our sample, 53 of 
those polled, expect Labour to 
be more divided by 2000 - 
more than die 41 who expect die 
Tbries to be more divided. 

The poll, by Opinion Leader 
Research, is designed to reflect 
the views of people who have 
the power to influence public 
opinion. It reveals dramatic 
changes in the fortunes of 
Britain's politicians since a sim- 
ilar survey three years ago. 

The death of the Labour 
leader John Smith has trans- 
formed the political landscape 
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and, partly as a result of his re- 
building the party. Labour's 
chances of winning the next 
election have vastly improved. 

Meanwhile, the prospects of 
Mr Clarke and Michael Pbrtfllo, 
the Secretary of Stale for De- 
fence. have faded, while those 
of Mr Major- then given almost 
no chance of surviving as Tory 
leader - have slightly revived. 

The 1993 poll was one of the 
first pointers to Mr Blair's 
emergence as the candidate 
most likely to succeed Mr 
Smith. 

The prospect of a Labour vic- 
tory at the next election is sup- 
ported, by The Independent's 
analysis of polls of the public 
since the beginning of the year. 
The average Labour lead has 
fallen from 28 points in Janu- 
ary to 22 points last month. This 
represented little change from 
21 pouits in July and 22 points 
in June. From March to May the 
average Labour lead was steady 
at 25 points. 

All the polling companies 
have changed their methods 
since their failure to gauge 
opinion accurately at the last 
election; one of them - ICM - 
quite dramatically. . But 
Labour's average rating in the 
four main polls is still 51 per 
cent - an unprecedented figure 
this close to an election, which 
will be held, at most, in eight 
months’ time. The lories are on 
29 per cent and the Liberal 
Democrats on 14.5 per cent. 


By Les Murray 


The impress of a whelk 
in hard brown rock. 


fluted as a plinth. 
Its life gone utterly. 


throb, wet and chalk, 
left this shape-transmission. 


a kin boat of fine brick. 
Just off centre is a chip 


healed before its death. 
Before some credit help 


this glazed biographee 
beat surf-smash, stone rap. 


maybe even saiuid bite 
in a swamp Antarctic. 


Here, and where you are, 
have been Antarctic. 


Les Murray, born in 1938, grew up on a dairy farm at Bunyah 
on the north coast of New South Wales, Australia. Thirty years 
later, after spending his university and working years in Sydney, 
he returned to the area to buy a farm, where be lives today. 
He is Australia’s finest and best-known poet, whose abilities 


have prompted Derek Walcott to observe: “There is no poetry 
in the English language so rooted in its sacredness, so broad- 


in the English language so rooted in its sacredness, so broad- 
leafed in its pleasures, and yet so intimate and conversational." 
A new collection. Subhuman Redneck Poems, is published by 
Carcanet this mouth at £7.95. 



Men at arms; Sculptor Walenty Pytel with his Viking creations, destined for a nomadic life on a Norwegian cruise ship Photograph: Huw Evans 


RICHARD SMITH 


A British-based sculptor has 
conquered the Vikings with a 
comipission for five life-size 
warriors to take pride of place 
on a new cruise liner. 


the Vflting models for a Nor- 
wegian shipping company. They 
will stand m the main entrance 
hall leading to the bridge of 
The G rondure of the, Seas, which 
will be launched later this 
month. ■ . 


around 100kg and contains 600 
pieces of steel which were weld- 
ed and sprayed with hydro- 
chloric acid to obtain a rusty red 
finish. “It was quite an honour 
to be chosen,” Mr Pytel said. 
“But it has been rather nerve- 


Walenty Pytel, 50, has made Each metal warrior weighs wracking." 


The sculptures will begin 
their journey to Norway to- 
morrow from the field behind 
Mr Pytel’s home in Bromsash, 
Hereford and Worcester. 

“For the last six months my 
studio floor has been laden 
with the heads, aims, legs and 


bodies of Vikings," Mr Pytel 
said. “It was becoming rather 
spooky ... They are a fearsome 
bunch, with scraggy hair.” 

His next project is to. create 
a 10-metre steel dragonfly and 
butterfly to adorn two round- 
abouts on a bypass, in BristoL 


Mi's secure £70000 study into ‘workfare’ 


NICHOLAS TIMMINS 

Public Polity Editor 


A £70,000 study of a contro- 
versial “right-to-work" scheme 
has been commissioned by the 
Government, despite its long- 
term opposition to the idea. 

The move follows the signing 
by 135 backbench MPS from all 
the main parties of an Early Day 
Motion backing the “Right to 
Work" Private Member's Bill 


put forward by Sir Ralph How- 
ell, the Tory backbencher, and 
Frank Field, the Labour chair- 
man of the Commons Social 
Security Committee. 

The independent study will 
be undertaken by National Eco- 
nomic Research Associates, for 
the Department for Education 
and Employment, and was or- 
dered by the Prime Minister. 

The BUI, due for another par- 
liamentary outing this autumn. 


provides for a “Workstart" 
scheme and subsidised jobs 
paying £3 an hour which the un- 
employed could be required to 
Lake. Its backers claim the pack- 
age could “eliminate unem- 
ployment" and save billions of 
pounds in public expenditure by 
giving the jobless work. 

It has gained support across 
party lines, from both the right 
and the left The Commons Em- 
ployment Committee, which 


examined the scheme, de- 
manded last March that a pilot 
be launched “forthwith”. 

The results of the study will 
be available by mid-October, 
and Sir Ralph and Mr Field 
have been in touch with Padrajg 
Flynn, the European employ- 
ment and social affairs com- 
missioner, urging him to launch 
a European-wide costing of the 
scheme. Mr Field said that 
once the costings are available. 


“we will be seeking a meeting 
with John Major and urging him 
to take the idea to the [Dublin 
summit in December] as the 
UK’s contribution to tackling 
unemployment in the EU”. 

A successful scheme could 
lead to compulsory “workfare", 
Mr Field has said, although ini- 
tially the scheme would be 
largely voluntary as too few jobs 
would be likely to be created to 
mop up all the unemployed. 


Hotel breaks with 



THE INDEPENDENT 


nights for the price of 1 


T he Independent and the Independent on 
Sunday would like to invite you to take a 
hotel break and enjoy two nights for the 


| hotel break and enjoy two nights for the 
price of one. 

Simply pay for one night’s bed and breakfast 
and you will get the next night, including 
breakfast, free. Prices are based on two people 
sharing a double or twin room. 

All the participating hotels are members of the 
Minotel consortium and many will allow you to 
enjoy a longer stay on the same basis; pay for 
two nights and stay for four, for example. You 
can check this with your chosen hotel when you 
make your initial reservation. 

There are more than 60 Minotel hotels partici- 
pating in this offer, all of which ^ located m 
England, Ireland Scotland and Wales. AU the 
hotels offer top-class comfort and pnde them- 
selves on providing a personal service that 
many larger establishments cannot match. This 
Friday in The Independent we will pnnt a list 
of all the participating Minotel hotels with a 

location at the southern end of Windennere. 

A double room for one night costs *x>. 
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2 for 1 break, you cd- 
tSdiffferent^ numbered tofcwsfrom, 
the seven we are printing in The Independent 

satSMKSSsws- 
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(tomorrow’s Independ^ 1 - 




Terms and Conditions 

1. To participate in our 2 for I offer vou 
must collect 3 differently numbered tokens 
and attach them lo a voucher which will be 
primed on ThurMlay 12 September along 
rilh a confirmation booking form. 

“■ The voucher may be redeemed at anv pur- 
uopaiin^ Minotel hole! (from the hotel list 
printed ui The Independent on Fridav 13 
September) for one free night's bed and 
breakfast tor two potplc in a standard min 
or double bedded mom when the first 
night s bed and breakfast is pre- purchased ni 
the price indicated. 

3. Some hotels, al ihc proprietor’s discre- 
tion, wj]| accept Ihc voucher for longer stays 

On the umi' hn.it i-a . ' 


Booking Procedure 

1. All bookings must be made by telephone 
direct with each individual hoteL Callers 
must identify themselves as “Independent 2 
for 1 voucher holders" as some hovels may 
have standard or superior rooms available at 
normal rates when their allocation of 2 for 1 
rooms is fuiL 

2. All bookings must be p re-paid nnrt reser- 
vations can be confirmed over the telephone 
by credit card holders at most hotels. 


ai 1UVM UUICU. 

3. Voucher holders wishing to pay by other 
methods can make a provisional booking by 
phone which the hotel will keep men for 4S 
hours pending receipt of the cnnunnaiic 


on the same basis, so you can stay for 4 
nights for the price of 2 for example. Please 
check with your chosen hotel when making 

VOtir hniiLnnn ^ 


hours pending receipt of the confirmation 

boo kmc form onH iw u m .ni .._n ■ 


t , ■ 0 Muimuiuuuu 

bookms form and payment which will be ac- 
know) edged by the hotel on ihe day it is re- 
ceived. if you do not receive such an 
acknowledgement within seven days, you are 
advised to contact the hotel. 

4. No-shows or cancellations less than 14 
days prior to die anticipated date of arrival 
i^. h v ,e . I** 11 . fcnder the voucher invalid 
' er , lia J 5, F f ? r Payment in full for 
hf2r!^ l |^ ,ked ’ indlM h°S those previous- 


your booking. 
4. The vnuche; 


4. The voucher docs not cover payment for 
any other meals or service that may be re- 
quelled by the bolder and cannot be used 
with any other offer, saving or discount that 

“wyhe available al the hotel. 

5. One child, under the age of 12 yean at 
the tune nf honking and sharing a room with 
two adults will be accommodated free of 


ly offered free. 
5. All booldnes 


, , II -w*uiu*uwuuti,u 1 1 ui 

cnarce hut all meals, including breakfast, 
wfli Be Chargeable. 


£■ descriptions and prices contained in 
this offer liave been supplied by participat- 
ing hotels. While evciy effort has been made 
to ensure theff accuracy prior lo publication. 

im n%rvmcirinatii n . n i, l.Vi ^ 


5. All bookings made under this promotion 
are subject to availability and to the selected 
hotel s own terms and conditions, except 
Where those conditions may differ from 
teraeiq winch case these conditions shall 


mrnoici tor any error, omissions or chances 
lltai may take place afterwards without no- 
tice. 

7. No bookings win be accepted for Bank 


holiday periods. 

8. All hookings must be made no more than 

of arival * n adVanQ: of J,our P™!***! date 

305 vaiid 30 A P*il 1997. 

I, , T® 50 ^rendered on arrival 

at tin. hotel and can be used on one occa- 
sion only. ^ 

II. Photocopies of tokens and vouchers are 
not acceptable. 
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arts news ^ 


Hayward censors Mapplethorpe nude of girl, five 


'SKSSS.f 


An e^TAion of photographs by 
Robert Mapplethorpe, the 
American photographer who- 
died of Aids, has been changed 
after officials at the Hayward 
Gallery on the Sooth Bank in 
London decided to dear the cat- 
alogue with the police. 

The exbibilian/which opens 
next week, contains a number of 


still 


of sadosiasodusm. Officials at 
the gallejy showed police the cat- 


alogue in case it offended against 
pornography legislation. 

The Clubs and Vico Squad po- 
lice advised against the display of 

two photographs - one of a 
naked five-year-old girl silting 
with her legs open, and the oth- 
er of two men having sex. 

The Hayward Gallery wfl] not 
be including the photograph of 
the girl, eotitled Rosie, although 
it had been a part of the exhi- 
bition when it toured in other 


countries. Officials have not 
yet decided whether to follow 
police advice on Helmut and 
Brooks, which shows the homo- 
erotic practice of “fisting”. 

Child-abuse charities were 
outraged at the prospect of 
Rosie going on show in London 
because they feared it would ap- 
peal to perverts. Esther 
Rantzen, chairwoman of Child- 
line, called it “horrific”. 

A South Bank Centre 


spokeswoman said: “We do cot 
have room to show the whole 
louring exhibition, and Rosie is 
not representative or one of 
Mapplethorpe’s best worts.” 
She added: “The climate has 
changed since that picture was 
taken in 1976 ... the issues 
around how children are por- 
trayed are very different now.” 

The retrospective show has 
already been exhibited in many 
countries around the world, she 


pointed out. Other photographs 
feature male genitalia, homo- 
sexual sex, whips and guns. 

Mapplethorpe, who died in 
1989, was a sought-after portrait 
photographer also famed for his 
still-hre flower pictures. He 
once said: “I went into pho- 
tography because ft seemed 
like a perfect vehicle for com- 
menting on the madness of to- 
j ~t’s existence.” 

tie retrospective is being 


toured ly the Robert Map- 
plethorpe Foundation. Its pub- 
licity says: “His graphic 
portrayals of sado-masochism 
are provocative and hard-hit- 
ting, demonstrating his fasci- 
nation with the body as a site of 
pleasure, humiliation and pain. 
Vilified for their disturbing, of- 
ten fiercely sexual content, the 
pictures are, at the same time, 
celebrated for confronting so- 
ciety’s values and prejudices.” 



AJitto, 1981; Showed j 
fascination with the body 


Theatre disputes: Top left-wing company and RSC accused of threatening minimum pay deal and lack of consultation over move 5 

Union attacks 


Royal Court 


over pay rates 


DAVID USTER 

TTie Rqyaj Court, Britain’s most 
theatre, is being at- 
tacked^ by theatre union officials 
jor advertising jobs at wages 
below what they say is the min- 
imum union rate. 

The union Bectu. which rep- 
resents backstage and front-of- 
“,°use staff, claims that the 
Royal Court is offering some 
usher staff £1Z50 for a shift of 
just under four hours. 

The problem has arisen with 
the theatre moving into new 
temporary home at the Duke of 
York’s Theatre in the Wesi 
End while its own theatre in 
Sloane Square is rebuilt with the 
help of £ 16m from the Nation- 
al Lotteiy. 

Bectu's national officer, Willy 


wages: “The theatre is offering 
some fronl-of-bouse staff just 
£12.50 for a three-hour 45- 
minute shift at the new tempo- 
rary venue, undercutting the 
£14.67 rate agreed by Bectu and 
the Society of London Theatre. 
We wiD do everything within our 
means to slop the Royal Court 
from undermining tins agree- 
ment. This doesn't bode weB for 
the theatre’s stay at the Duke : 
of York’s” 

The dispute could become an 
embarrassment for the Royal 
Court. It b not only the tradi-' 
tiooal champion of left-wing and 


progressive writing dating back 
to John Osborne’s Look Back 
In Anger . It is also headed by 
artistic director Stephen Daldry, 
who is one of the most outspo- 
ken political firebrands in the 
arts and has fired public broad- 
sides at the Tray government on 
a number of occasions. 

Next, week the Royal Court 
stages the premiere of the lat- 
est work by another of theatre’s 
more political animals, Harold 
Pinter. 

A Royal Conn spokeswoman 
said yesterday that the rate the 
theatre was offering some staff 
may be below the West End rale 
but was the same as the Royal 
Court paid at Sloane Square. 
“The Duke of York’s is being 
leased to us for two years,” she 
said. “We are going in to it as the 
Royal Court and we are paying 


everybody as we, the Royal 
Coon, pay them. We may have 
all this lottery money, but we 
are, as ever, poverty stricken. 
You can be a lottery millionaire 
but still totally broke. Our mon- 
ey for productions and for pay- 
ing staff is minimal. " . 

The Royal Court's arrange- 
ments for while the Sloane 
Square theatre is being rebuilt 
involve usng two West End the- 
atres - the Duke of York’s for 
its main bouse productions and 
the Ambassador’s Theatre for 
its small er-scale performances. 

Bectu b also at loggerheads 
with the Royal Shakespeare 
Company, where the union has 
threatened strike action over 
what it calls the RSCs “poorly 
thought out plan” to move out 
of its London home in the Bar- 
bican Centre for part of the year. 



Theatrical memories: An exhibition of Royal Court history at the Sloane Square building that is being redeveloped 


Photograph: Tom Pilston 



is no job for a theatre’s artistic director 


“There are no good, brave caus- 
es left,” waited John Osborne’s 
Jimmy Porter from the Royal 
Court stage in 1956. Bectu be- 
lieves ft has found one— the al- 
leged under-paying of staff by 
the same Royal Court 
If is an irony Osborne would 
have ergoyed. But if the Royal 
Court Isiri sdnsm as ft moves 
from being' a small radical J 
stage company to managing a 



multi-miifion-ponnd rebuild- 
ing and development project, 
then ft is for from being alone. 

The Royal Shakespeare 
Company has also been in dis- 
pute with Bectu, which has ac- 
cusedit of faffing to taform staff 
of its plans for muring out 


of London for half the yean The 
National Theatre is also about 
to undergo a dramatic change, 
albeit of a non contentions 
kind, when Trevor Nunn takes 
over the helm from Richard 
Eyre. 

It is a good moment for the 
Arts Coimdl to produce its stale 
of the nation report, which it wfll 
not mentft ft be the first na- 
tional drama policy for a decade. 


What is apparent in the pre- 
sent shake-up in Britain's na- 
tional theatre companies is the 
dichotomy between artistic and 
administrative success. 

Adrian Noble, artistic direc- 
tor of die RSC, must be ap- 
plauded for wanting to ensure 
that his company is trufy na- 
tional by sharing its produc- 
tions with more of the country: 
But the arrangements have not 


been well handled and have 
alienated bis employees. 

There Is a lesson to be 
learned from the National 
Theatre, where Eyre as the cre- 
ative head is partnered by 
Genista Mackintosh (soon to 
take over at the Royal Opera 
House) as executive director. 
The partnership has had a 
daunting run of success, both on 
the stage and with personnel. 


It is asking too modi for 
theatre directors not only to 
produce works of artistic ex- 
cellence, but to run buildings 
and budgets as welL The Arts 
Council drama pane) could 
consider recommending that 
artistic dbectors work akmgside 
administrative directors. 

A national drama policy also 
has to wrestle with the Royal 
Court’s genome complaint that 


a theatre can be a lottery mil- 
lionaire, yet have no money to 
mount productions and pay 
staff Fine buildings with gfitzy 
restaurants cannot overshad- 
ow what is on the stage. Every- 
one who has seen Look Bade in 
Anger remembers the play Who 
remembers what they ate af- 
terwards? 

David lister 
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WHEN 
BUYING 
A MOBILE 



GOBY 
THE BOOK. 


Don't buy a mobile phone 
until you've read the Cellphones Directory. 

ft cuts through the confusion and helps you avoid 
- making an expensive mistake, ft explains the 
differences between analogue and digital. 

How to select the right tariff. Which model to choose. 

What the real costs are. The pitfalls to avoid. And 
ensures you get the mobile phone package that’s best 
for your particular needs. The Cellphones Directory 
spells ft out dearly, concisely and honestly. 
Please call now quoting ref 8047, or complete the 
coupon for your free 24 page colour copy by return. 



Please send me the latest issue of the Cellphones Directory. 


Name: _ 
Address:. 


.Postcode, 


The name 


to mist in telephone shopping 


"iT'iTi"! 


888 


FREEPHONE 0500 


OR 


insure your home with 


us and we’ll replace your 
locks if you lose 

s\\ • 

your keys. 


Interested? Call 


0800 333 800 


If you lose'youf keys anywhere In the UK, Eagle Star will arrange for locks on externa^ 

• at no extra cost. Phone for a free home insurance quote w^kdaysSan^opi _ ,^^0 
Saturday Sam-2pm. We regret that we are unable to quote for rented unfumisnea 

m 


EAGLE STAR 
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Belgium in shock over corruption scandal 


*“.la 

hi 

u 
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irussels 


fbe Belgian authorities faced 
Jew demands yesterday to ex- 
•lain possible links between a 
h3d sex ring and high-level 
■oLitical corruption, following 

f e arrest of a former Belgian 
ivemment minister. 

In an atmosphere ofmount- 
□g crisis, the Belgian press 
■esterday cried out for answers, 
leclaring a virtual state of 
emergency. “What country are 
we living in?" asked a front page 

-diurnal in La Demi&re Heure. 
The most corrupt banana re- 


being pressed to explain 

PM orders investigation into police over links between paedophile case and politician’s murder 

iiip< uiimiM met fin* ii<u^ j. .... . . , n..» ti>^ rintmiR stroQiy W8s other, bigger tL n 


publics would pass for islands 
of tranquillity in comparison 
with deviant Belgium, which we 
no longer recognise.” Le Seer 
called for suspicion to be lifted 
if public faith were to be re- 
stored in Belgian institutions. 

Responding to the furore 
yesterday. Jean Luc Debaene, 
the Belgian Prime Minister 
said “We have to investigate the 
investigation.'' 

Alain Van der Biest was 
being he Id in a Belgian jail yes- 
terday charged in connection 


SIGNIFICANT SHORTS 


Coresident Bill Clinton, announcing a report on airline 
■ safety, asked for Slbn (£660m) to place bomb-detection 
devices m airports and bolker anti-terrorism efforts. He 
ordered immediate criminal background checks of airport 
workers with access to secure areas, ordered that each piece 
of luggage be matched with a passenger, promised to sign an 
executive order making the National Transportation Safety 
Board the point agency in dealing with families of 
plane-crash victims, arid said the military would provide 
dogs for security at key airports. AP- Washington 

I talian health inspectors said they had pulled some 
100,000 tubs of mascarpone cheese from shops over a 
botulism scare linked to the death of Nicola Sagiomo, 15, 
who died on Saturday after being admitted to hospital in 
Naples with stomach cramps. His brother and a friend were 
also seriously 01 the three had eaten home-made tir armsu, 
which is prepared with the cheese. They are among arleast 
seven certified cases of botulism. Reuter — Rome 

T he Turkish Cypriot leader, Rauf Denktash, urged 
President Glafcos Derides of Cyprus to hold talk* with 
him after a Turkish Cypriot soldier was shot dead near the 
UN-patrolled buffer zone at the weekend. He blamed the 
Cyprus government for the shooting. He called the 
assailants "two professionals wearing civilians clothes who 
used professional means and who escaped to the (Greek 
Cypriot) south". The Cyprus government has denied Greek 
Cypriot involvement. Reuter- Nicosia 

A Commonwealth delegation began talks with 
Nigerian officials to press the military government to 
allow an inquiry into human rights and its progress towards 
returning to civilian rule. The four officials, led by the 
Commonwealth Deputy Secretary-General, Srina Vasau, 
went into a meeting behind closed doors in the capital. 
Abuja. Commonwealth ministers, meeting in London last 
month, agreed to send the officials to pave the way for a 
ministerial-level mission after a proposed visit was called off 
when Nigeria imposed strict conditions. Router - Abuja 


A former army chief; Ehud Barak, said he wanted 
to run for prime minister in Israeli elections due in four 
years, and launched a campaign to succeed Shimon Peres as 
leader of the opposition Labour party- Mr Barak said he 
would remain a candidate even if it meant facing the 
present parly chairman, Mr Peres in internal party elections 
for the top spot in June next year. Reuter - THAriv 


C hancellor Helmut Kohl wants leaders of Nabo 

nations to meet early next summer to discuss opening 
the alliance to East European countries. He wants to wait 
until President Boris Yeltsin of Russia had "returned felly to 
active politics” after heart surgery due late this month, said 
Peter Hintze, secretary-general of the Christian Democratic 
Union. AP- Bom 


A burning ship carrying almost 70,000 live Australian 
sheep missing in the Indian Ocean had probably sunk, an 
Australian livestock official said. However, a scaled-down 
search for the ship, missing since last week, when its crew 
abandoned it, would continue. Rader - Sydney 

T housands of panicked Spaniards collapsed TV and 
radio switchboards with calls when a newscaster broke in 
with a “news alert” showing aliens hovering over New York. 
Telecinco network had planned to reveal yesterday that the 
“newscasts" were advertisements for the film Independence 
Day opening in Spain on Friday. AP - Madrid 

J apanese rightists returned to the disputed Diaayu 
islands to reassert a claim embroiling Japan, Taiwan and 
China. Thiwan Television aired videotape showing men 
repairing a makeshift lighthouse first built in July by the 
Japan Youth Federation. Reuter - Taipei 

S everal soldiers were killed when the warhead of a 
missile exploded at a base in Komsomolsk-on-Amur in 
Russia's far east. Sources said it exploded on Sunday outside 
working hours, when security was minimal, suggesting they 
had been trying to remove it Ratter - Moscow 


with the 1991 murder of Andre 
Cook, who is widely believed to 
have been gunned down by 
gangsters on the orders of 
political rivals fearing he want- 
ed to expose corruption. 

The murder weapon used in 
the Cools killing was also re- 
ported to have been found late 
on Sunday near JLfege. The 
sudden arrest of Mr Vhn der Bi- 
est, along with four other sus- 
pects arrested in the Cools case 
on Friday, is thought to have fol- 
lowed the production of new ev- 


idence during the Dutroux 
paedophile investigation. 

Although no firm connection 
has been proven, certain 
names, associated with Bel- 
gium’s Italian Mafia gangs to be 
found in the Charleroi region, 
have come to light in both in- 
quiries. Suspicion has brought 
accusations that political figures 
may have had reason to hush 
up the Dutroux child sex 
scandal. 

During the fast-moving de- 
velopments at the weekend it 


was als o announced that 
Raymond Brose, chief investi- 
gator in the Cools case, had 
suddenly reagned from his post 
without explanation. 

Meanwhile, further names 
were added to the list of peo- 
ple now thought to have become 
victims of Dutroux. Four bod- 
ies, mri u dfe g those of two eight- 
year-olds and two teenagers, 
have so far been found, but it 
is now thought Dutroux may 
have murdered as many as 11. 
Government authorities are 


being pressed to declare 
whether the sudden spate of ar- 
rests in the Cools case, coming 
at t h e height of inquiries into the 
Dutroux case, is simply 
coincidence. 

For five years Cools’ murder 
has gone unsolved and the in- 
quiry was thought to have run 
into the ground. Suspicion has 
Men on gangster figures and 
politicians connected to the So- 
cialist party in the Ftendx-speak- 
ing region of TOlloma, where 
Cools was a powerful figure. 


But the Dutroux atrocity was 

also uncovered in this area, 
and inquiries have extended to 
webs of corruption induding car 
thefts and properly fraud m 

Wallonia. _. 

The arrest of Mr vender Bl- 
est followed the arrest of his 
former personal secretary, 
Richard T&xquet, who appar- 
ently denounced his boss to shin 
the blame, naming him as the 
man who ordered the Cools 
assassin atiotL 

However, the police are now 


whether wu 

himself be a fell guy, protectmg 
other, bigger names. No expfa- 
nation has been given for the 
resignation of the chief inves* 
tigator, which has farther sensed 
to undermine confidence, 
inquiries into the Cools case 

have been constantly ham-. 

pered by “the war of the 
fudges” as rival investigators 
and police forces have fought 
for territory- Now there fears 
that such infighting could also 
have been part of an at- 
tempted cover-up- 
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Homeward bound: Amir Selmun and Mima preparing to board the coach yesterday. ‘Every month, every year, it will get better,’ he said 


Photograph: Peter Glasper 


Journey from the safety of drab London 
to a future in the land of ethnic purity 


The Selmua family is setting off 
for a journey more or less into 
the unknown - they are going 
home, but to a new town and a 
new landscape, geographical 
and political. After four yeans , 
they are going back to Bosnia. 

The soft green hills and val- 
leys of central Bosnia are 
scarred with the nuns of villages 
razed to the ground, with the sil- 
houettes of chimneys standing 
where there are no roofs. And 
ihe old mosaic of peoples 
wedged in together has dis- 
solved, the country re-made in 
pools of ethnic purity. 

It is hard work, preparing for 
the trip, packing everything in 
the west London fiat - every- 
thing: clothes, books, pictures, 
beds, sofas, washing machine - 
that wQJ travel in a removal van 
to the Selmuns’ new home in 
the old city of Travnik. 

But to the routine stress of 
moving house is added the 
emotional strain of preparing 
the children for a very different 
life. For the past two or three 
months, Amir Selmun and his 
wife, Alma, have tried to 


temper the shock that Mima, 
1 1, and Damir, 6, will feel when 
they return to the country they 
have ah but forgotten. “We 
told them. ‘You must be ready 
to see destroyed buildings, but 
evezy month, every year, it will 
gel better’," says Amir. 

Now, on a dark and drizzly 
September morning, dawn still 
some way off, the family gath- 
ers in a hospital car park to meet 
the coach that will take them 
home. The scene is horrifyingly 
familiar to anyone who has 
been through (he Bosnian 
war: mattresses lying on the 
wooden gym floor, old women 
in head-scarves gazing 
through the coach window, 
men, women and children 
laden with baggage. 

There, it was the prelude to 
exile, often at the point of a gun. 
Here, in Woolwich, south Lon- 
don, it is a moment of hope, 
which is why the (cats come 
from those left behind and why 
the travellers on the coach ore 
excited and expectant 

The coach, hired from Good 
News Travels, has been 
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HOMECOMING 


organised by the charity Edin- 
burgh Direct Aid, which is pay- 
ing some £7,000 to take 66 
Bosnian citizens and their fur- 
niture home. In the gym, Liz 
McLaughlin, one of the organ- 
isers, and Mirsad, a Bosnian 
worker, plough through the in- 
evitable Balkan paper-work. 
Some families have smart new 
Hue Bosnian passports stamped 
in gold with a lily, the national 
symbol. Others, like the Scl- 
rauns, arc using a temporary 
travel document, a piece of 
stiff white paper bearing four, 
five, six, passport photos. Each 


After exile in 
Britain, the 
Selmun family 
returns to Bosnia. 
Emma Daly 
describes their 
hopes and the 
stark realities 


family hands over £45 to pay for 
the document that authorises 
the import of furniture and 
other goods. 

“I did not sleep at all, I 
stayed awake all night,” says 
Amir when wc meet at 4Jtiain 
for the drive to Woolwich. “It’s 
all lovely, I am so happy, but we 
arc all very tired.'’ W: drive past 
Hyde Park, over the river, 
through London. Mima will 
miss it the mast. She is still 
scared of the Serbs in Bosnia, 
but confesses: “I’m starting to 
feel a bit excited.” She hopes lo 
come back some Lime. 


Her mother, a charming and 
beautiful woman who under- 
stands English but speaks none, 
has no regrets. “I’m happy. Fra 
so glad we have the chance to 
go back," she says as Mima 
translates. “I will miss my 
[Bosnian] friends, the ones who 
aren’t going back, like ray sis- 
ter, but that’s it." She has no 
worries about returning. “I 
think it wili be for the best - 1 
know what the situation is. My 
husband’ s friend in Travnik has 
telephoned us and we know that 
Travnik has not been shelled or 
destroyed." 

That is mostly true, but the 
town that was once the seal of 
the Turkish viziers is pretty 
ragged now. filled with reiugecs 
from the countryside and no 
longer, after a vicious war. verv 
welcoming to the Croats and 
Serbs who used co Ihe with their 
Muslim neighbours. 

Stifi it has not yet reached the 
depths of hatred prevailing in 
Banja Luka, the Serb- held city 
in die north that was home, until 
Octnhcr 1 992. to the Selmuns. 
“I wish wc could go back lo 


Banja Luka but l don’t think 
there is any chance of that 
right now," says Alma, huddled 
against the chill morning. “Per- 
haps in a few years' time..." 
One can only hope that her 
desire to lead a normal life, 
regardless of nationality, will not 
be crushed in the uneasy post- 
war ethnic rivalry of modem 
Bosnia. 

The families climb aboard the 
double-decker coach, complete 
with lavatories, coffee machines 
and video screens, for the two- 
day journey home that includes 
one night at a ski lodge in 
Chamonix and one at a civic 
building in Milan. 

Alma is unconcerned about 
the tedium of the trip. “1 have 
not been able to travel for four 
years so I’m actually looking 
forward to it" she says with a 
smile. Ms McLaughlin gathers 
up the last scrap of paper- 
work for this, the third convoy 
home that Edinburgh Direct 
Aid has organised, and climbs 
aboard. At 6.20am, the coach 
pulls out. heading for Dover, 
the ferry and home. 


Bossi plots birth in Venice for his realm of Padania 


Rome - On Sunday, Umberto 
Bossi, the Northern League 
leader, and his followers gath- 
er in Venice to declare the in- 
dependence of Padania. 
padanian flags will be waved, 
Padanian passports brandished 
nml padanian banknotes bear- 
ing Mr Bossi's portrait ex- 
changed. The Padanian 
Greenshrrt “army” will be out 
in force to keep the peace. 

The eight Northern regions 
which are Italy's wealthiest and 
most highly industrialised wfll 
“break away” from the rest of 
the country, burning television 
licences along the banks of the 
River ftr in a three-day seces- 
sionist extravaganza leading up 
to the finale in Venice. “An his- 
toric day,” said Roberto Maroni, 
the Padania liberation Com- 
mittee chief and League Num- 
ber TWo. “A day which will 
change Italy as we know iL Oh, 
and thank you to the Press for 
blowing this thing up: if they 


Rome cannot ignore Independence’ stunt by separatists, writes Anne Hanley 


hadn’t given us so much cover- 
age, no one would be talking 
about P3dania at all.” 

This latest provocation from 
Mr Bossi received little media 
attention. From a man whose 
fiery, interminable speeches 
arc peppered with sexual innu- 
endo ana the kind of instills and 
threats which would get him ar- 
rested ’in many countries, a 
mere promise to take his 
beloved North out of Italy was 
derailed worthy of only a few 
column inches. 

But by hammering on 
through the summer recess, 
providing papers with much- 
needed copy, Mr Bossi has 
turned his scheme into some- 
thing more worrying.. After 
years of writing off this can- 
tankerous crowd -charmer as 
the joker of the Italian political 
world, that same politiial world 


is taking him seriously. Even Ihe 
generally phlegmatic President 
Oscar Luigi Scalfaro is showing 
concern. “We have to think 
about our history in order not 
to commit the same mistakes or 
bring about the same 
tragedies." he wrote this week- 
end in a letter marking the be- 
ginning of the school year. 

But with the independence 
day machine gathering speed. 
Mr Scalfaro’s warnings will fall 
on deaf ears. In Merlora, west 
of \faiiee, League leaders pa- 
raded last week and enthusiasm 
was overwhelming “There just 
comes a point where you think 
enough is enough and we’ve 
reached it,” said Michele 
Mcnarctto. secretary of the 
League's Padua cell. 

"1 wasn't interested in poli- 
tics until recently. But the way 
the North has been treated: vou 


can only take so much. "Ac- 
cording to League -think, a tax 
system as Byzantine as it is 
onerous bleeds the wealth of the 
North to pour it into a black 
hole m Rome and thence to a 
grasping, corrupt South which 
fur decades has lived on state 
hand-outs. This portrait is not 
so far from the truth. 

But feelings which led more 
than lOpCTcentofvotcrslocast 
their ballot for the League in 
spring are too emotionally 
charged to be followed up by 
much solid reasoning*. 

Mr Bossi's determination to 
introduce separate currencies 
7m provoked nothing but mirth 
from economists who point out 
•bat the Northern one would 
shoot up. making Italian prod- 
ucts unexpo ruble, while south- 
ern Italy, with a depressed 
currency, would become the Tai- 


wan of the Mediterranean. And 
Mr Bossi's recent, letter to the 
European Commission inquir- 
ing how Padania, unquestion- 
ably one of Europe’s richest 
areas, should go about joining 
monetary union without the 
ball and’ chain of the poorer 
South, received such a prompt, 
albeit dismissive, answer from 
Brussels, that there was a strong 
suspicion that grey Eurocrats 
had faHrai about laughing before 
trampling each other in the 
rush to reply. 

Ycl it is to Europe that the 
Northern League will be look- 
ing after Sunday’s declaration 
of independence, according to 
Mr Martini, who has a grand 
vision of his party's changing 
more than just the make-up of 
Italy. "We have lo give this 
’Mamma', who has rejected her 
child, some time, five wars or 


so,” he said. “The whole of the 
EU is watching us, wc arc an his- 
toric occurrence; we’re the first. 
But others will follow. The EU 
will eventually become a union 
of regions, and not a union of 
outdated nation- slates." 

Until that happens, it is with 
the Italian state that the League 
has to reckon and the Italian 
stale has no intention of al- 
lowing its economic power- 
house lo slip from its grasp. Not. 
it should be painted out, that the 
Northern League expects it to. 
In n rare show of realism, most 
leghisti mil admit that the day 
after the “historic” rally, Italy 
will carcy on much as before. 

Despite this, there will he im- 
portant changes. Mr Maroni 
maintained. “On Sunday 15th, 
we ll give a great show of force; 
after that, our negotiations with 
Romo will be on a completely 
different fooling. Nothing will 
he the same as before." On that 
Iilsi point at least, Mr Maroni 
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mav he right. If, as expected. 1 
million people nock lo the 
banks of the Pb for ihrec days 
of Northern liberation cele- 
brations, Rome will have to sit 
up and listen, and bend io the 
demands for greater federalism 


which the League launched be- 
lore upping its stakes to seces- 
sion Th e P 0 outing may speed 
up consiiiutJOQal reform to 
defuse a phenomenon which, in 
™ fut “re. could become a 
bcn °us threat to Italian unity. 
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Fighting in Iraq: Guerrillas abandon last stronghold of Sulaymaniyah as Iranian support fails to materialise 

Key city falls to Iraqi-backed Kurds 
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The conflict m Iraqi Kurdistan 
escalated yesterday, as the tac- 
tion backed by. Bagdad was re- 
ported to have seized a key dfy. 

With Masoud Baizanfs guer- 
rillas advancing unstoppably 
along the mountain roads of 
Iraqi Kurdistan, cadres of Jaial 
Talabani’s retreating Patriotic 
Union of Kurdistan fPUK) 
were yesterday reported to be 
melting away from their last 
stronghold, the eastern rity of 
Sulaymaniyah. 

Mr Baroni's Kurdistan De- 
mocratic Party (KDP) was 
icfced fay Iraqi firepower when 
it launched its blitzkrieg seizore 
of the Iraqi Kurdistan capital of 
Arbi! on 31 August, but there 
has been no further confirma- 
tion of frantic PUK allegations 
of direct Iraqi involvement. 

The United States has also 


volved in dvfl war in the north". 

The KDP met tide resistance 
when h started pushing further 
east last Thursday. By nightfall 
yesterday a swathe of territoiy 
and strategic roads north of Su- 
laymaniyah bad fallen into KDP 
hands, inducting the Batisan 
valley and Ranrya, said KDP 
spokesman Hoshyar Zibari. 

Large numbers of PUK guer- 
rillas had surrendered, Mr 


Zibari said, adding; ‘The fell of 
Sulaymaniyah is imminent." 
The KDP claimed that there 
had been an anti-PUK uprising 
in the city before the KDP’s ex- 
pected arrival, but one aid 
worker in the dty told the BBC 
that there had been no fighting. 

Confusion surrounded the 
number of refugees fleeing 
from Sulaymaniyah, which, like 
the capital, Arhil, has been 


solely run by the PUK since 
clashes brake out with the KDP 
more than two years ago. Some 
reports said those leaving were 
mostly cadres of the PUK, while 
others said frightened civilians 
were also numerous. 

A Renters reporter who v»- 
ited the town of Kqysiqak, a bos- 
toocaBy pro-PUK town captured 
by the KDP on Sunday, sad that 
many people there have stayed. 


If the KDP succeeds' in en- 
circling Sulaymaniyah as it sur- 
rounded Altai, it seems Seely 
that a major refugee crisis 
would not arise. 

KDP forces advancing from 
the west were expected to link 
up soon with KDP forces near 
the eastern Iranian border and 
the town of Qalactiza. Some re- 
ports said the important Dnkan 

Dam had already been captured 


with its hydro-electric plant 
that supplies power to most of 
eastern Iraqi Kurdistan, in- 
cluding ArtuL The city's 1 mil- 
lion people have been without 
power or water for nine days. 

Mr Talab&ni’s last desperate 
bet cn Iranian assistance seemed 
to have failed. The KDP alleged 
he had withdrawn to the Iranian 
border town of Penjwin with his 
closest retainers. 


“We have now taken 
Omman m the Hajj Oraranvau 
ley, where there were previously 
Iranian forces. They roustW 
withdrawn. The Iranians are not 
gomg to bet on a losing horse 
That is how power politics 
works," one senior KDPofficial 
said, admitting to his own sur- 
prise at how quickly the KDP 
were advancing. 

The politics of a future KDP- 
dominated administration 
would probably shift towards 
federal re-integration with Iraq, 
even though many Iraqi Kurds 
remain deeply antagonistic to- 
wards Saddam Hussein and 
fearful of any return of his se- 
cret police. 

On Thursday. Mr Talabani 
said that be thought this was 
part of a realignment that would 
link Baghdad, Iraqi Kurdistan 
and the new administration of 
Turkey that is pushing for clos- 
er trading relations with Iraq. 

“If is a kind of complicity 
from the Turks. The Turks are 
encouraging the relationship 
between Masoud and Saddam." 

Letters, page II 


Opposition group crumbles in foee of massacres 


PATRICK COCKBURN 


lopmei 

c 5^ Coui »cil 
th f Save Our Springs 
ISOS) ordinance in 199' 1 lim- 
iting gilding ^ people pip- 
5J ( ? ff wa /? r upstream Ii w£ 
challenged in the courts and de- 
feated in 1994 but an appellate 
court has just reinstated it 
The battle over the springs 
and water quality - the enu- 


iy. said some Iraqi troops “are 
still nearby and still dangerous" 
but that “\ve should not be in- 


For four years the Iraqi Na- 
tional Congress has tried to ral- 
ly opposition to Saddam 
Hussein. Yesterday Ghanim 
Jawad, one of its leaders, 
sounded beleaguered as Kur- 
dish Democratic Party soldiers, 
newly aJBed to Baghdad, Hosed 
in on the group’s last base in 
Sakymaniyeb where INC mem- 
bers have been rallying after 
losing more than 100 dead in 
massacres in the last 10 days. 


“Our main object is to try to 
stay in Iraq,** said Mr Jawad, 
a veteran of the INC; yesterday. 
“There is chaos, but we believe 
we lost 100 people killed at 
Qushteppe. Another 19 per- 
sons were esecuted in one of onr 
offices in ArfriL* He said that 
150 KDP members were in a 


new camp near Snleymaniyeh 
»ther: 


and another 200 ware on Iraq’s 
border with Syria. 

The INC says it wiC fight on 
hot Hs main Kurdish aDy the 
Patriotic Union of Kurdistan, is 


being driven from the battle- 
field. An Iraqi political observ- 
er sail: “It will be difficult for 
the INC to get recruits in future 
because its men were picked up 
just like that by the Iraqis. 
Ahmed Cbdabi, the INC ieadeq 
also welcomed the American 
missile attacks on Iraq last 
week, which wiU not be popular 
among ordinary Iraqis." 

Lai th Knbba, a founder 
member of dm organisation, 
said yesterday; “The INC has 
fallen apart and it wfll not re- 


emerge under its present lead- 
ers or structures.” He added: 
“TTje gamble on the Americans 
has not paid off.” Other oppo- 
sition leaders noted that foe US 
had not even raised $4m 
(£L6m) earlier this year to pay 
for the INC to monitor a cease- 
fire between the KDP and PUK. 

But the greatest difficulty for 
the INC is the feet that Masood 
Barzani, the leader of the KDR 
is also an INC leader. The feet 
that he allied himself 1 with Iraq 
and allowed his former allies in 


the INC to be caught by sur- 
prise and massacred shows 
how Ear the organisation bad al- 
ready ceased to be an umbrel- 
la for all the Iraqi opposition. 

The INC was yesterday deny- 
ing that it was supported by the 

CIA, though its appeal to the 
Sards was its strong connections 
in Washington. In the course of 
this year the CIA has thrown its 
weight behind another Iraqi 
dissident w ganjotfo n, the Iraqi 
National Accord, reportedly 
contributing $6m to them. 
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TEXAS TALES! 


Elaine Davenport 

on her state's 
progress during 
the run-up to the 
US elections 


>> 


romnent — has determined the 
fate of many local politici ans. 
One, Max Nofcager, sold flow- 
ers on street corners before be- 
ing elected to the council, where 
he was apt to vote for the en- 
vironmental side. His most re- 
cent idea was a $50,000-a-year 
(£33,300) Pedestrian Co-ordi- 
nator, which was passed and 
then rescinded after many said- 
the money should be spent on 
prosaic things such as mare 
police and filling potholes. 

Max did not run for re-elec- 
tion and has returned to the 
freelance life. Fellow environ- 
mentalists were surprised to 


ndon 


see 


iritv 


'S 



pick-up trucks on television: 
“Since there’s no Pedestrian Co- 
ordinator here in Austin, you’re 
going to need a new truck," he 
grins. 

Max's stint illustrates the 
first of three cardinal roles of 
Texas politics; There are no 
Rules. The second rule is Nev- 
er play by the Rules, which is il- 
lustrated by the local 
conservatives' fair-hatred boy 
Terry Keel, who will unpin his 
sheriffs badge and try in 
November for a state-legislature 
seat He was the first Republi- 
can elected Travis County Sher- 
iff and is leading the county 
effort to elect Bob Dole presi- 
dent. However, Mr Keel has 
found himself on the wrong end 
of defamation, civil-rights and 
wrongful-arrest suits which cost 
taxpayers big bucks. The local 
paper called him a “self-pro- 
moting bully” but he points 
out how hard it is to do the con- 
servative thing in a county ad- 
ministration chock-a-block with 
Democrats out to get him. 

The seat he seeks came 
vacant earlier this year and a 
special election was called. Mr 
Keel did not want to forgo his 
$81,720 salary for those months, 
so he did not run and instead 
got his mother, a retired nurse, 
to try for the unexpired term, 
and she won. Her televised vic- 
torvspeech praising her boy for 

helping her campaign was a two- 

hanky experience. _ 

The race for Travis County 
District Attorney (prosecutor), 
illustrates the third rule of 
Texas politics:! make the Rides. 
The incumbent, Ronnie Earle, 
a Democrat, recently obtained 
the conviction of a 12-year-old 
black girt, Lacresha Murray, for 
“intentional injury to a child af- 
ter first charging her with cap- 
ital murder. 

A two-year-old at an unli- 
censed day-care centre in the 
home of Lacresha s $^par- 
ents bad died while m the 12- 
vear-old’s care-Blacks said that 
she was tried quickly and 
thrown into a juvenile facility 
because of her colour and be- 
cause she is poor and because 
Mr Earle wanted to appear 
tough on juvenile crime. 



In memoriam: Chinese people queue at the Mao Zedong Mausoleum In Tiananmen Square to view the leader's remains on the 20th anniversary of his death 
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‘In the days of Chairman Mao, 
people were short of money. 
Now they are short of virtue’ 


TERESA POOLE 

Peking 


Exactly 20 years ago yesterday, 
Ms Chen was working in a 
Peking clothes factory when a 
sombre radio announcement 
came over the loudspeakers. 
Chairman Mao was dead, the 
stunned workers were told. 

“I felt veiy depressed,” she 
remembers. “It seemed as if the 
sky would collapse and the 
country was coming to an end. 
Everyone cried; some loudly, 
most quietly.” 

Ms Chen, now 58, was a 
schoolteacher before she was 
sent to work in the factory. She 
had witnessed the brutality of 
Mao’s Cultural Revolution, yet 
was genuinely upset when the 
Great Helmsman died. “At that 
time, I still loved him,” she says. 
Most Chinese people over 

the age of 35 can remember bow 

and where they heard that Mao 


was dead, just as Americans re- 
call the assassination of John F 
Kennedy. Within weeks, the 
Gang of Fbur had been arrest- 
ed, and the wheels set in motion 
to propel forward Deng Xi- 
aopmg, whose economic re- 
forms have since transformed 
the country. 

How then did China mark 
yesterday’s 20th anniversary of 
Mao’s death? Officially, it 
seems, and with restraint. 

The chairman’s face stared 
out from the front pages of 
newspapers, and state publish- 
ers issued three newvolumes of 
his poems and letters. 

In Wuhan city, central Chi- 
na, an exhibition featured 100 
items from the life and times of 
Chairman Mao, from his table 
-tennis bat to a much-repaired 
night shirt. In Peking’s Concert 
Hall, there were performances 
of revolutionary songs, such as 
“ Striding Forward on the Soc- 


ialist Road". And in Tiananmen 
Square, the visitors trooped 
through the Mao Zedong Mau- 
soleum as usual, staring scepti- 
cally at his waxy remains. 

It is a tricky day for the au- 
thorities. Mao’s Great Leap 
Forward, which killed 30 nri&ioD 
people in the late Fifties, and 
the Cultural Revolution are 
still off-limits for historical 
analysis, aside from the official 
verdict on Mao as having been 
70 per cent correct, 30 per cent 
mistaken. 

Nor is it admitted that Mr 
Deng's economic successes 
have been based on the sort of 
common-sense policies which 
Mao rejected. Such notions are 
sacrilege, for the modern im- 
perial hneage, from Mao to Mr 
Deng and now to President 
J iang remains the back- 

bone of the party’s - and of Mr 


Jiang’s - daim to legitimacy. 


i Chen takes a more down 


-to-earth view of the past 20 
years. Asked about improve- 
ments, she says: “Now you do 
not have to buy things with [ra- 
tion] coupons - like food, 
clothes and oil There is a bet- 
ter variety of goods, and bous- 
ing has afro improved. 

“There is more freedom of 
speech, we can condemn the 
Communist Party in private.” 

No one wants to turn back 
the dock, but greater freedom 
means more complaints about 
social ills. Ms Chen’s views are 
typical for her generation. 
“There are a lot of bad things 
now - corruption, crime, pros- 
titution, gambling,” she says, 
"liven ty years ago, these things 
bad been eliminated: now they 
come back. When I gp out, I 
worry about the house being 
robbed, and what may happen 
to me on the street ... In the 
past, people were short of mon- 
ey, now they are short of virtue. 



Place of honour Mao portrayed in a propaganda poster 


“And there is a 
class now of [corrupt) officials. 
Twenty years ago, if you com- 
plained, there was some justice, 
there was somewhere to com- 
plain ... Before, people trusted 
the party. Now everybody curs- 
es them, and does not respect 
the senior leaders.” 

Her husband, 60, was equal- 
ly forthright Nowadays, the 
government was like “a dead 
pig” which was “not afraid of 
scalding water", by which he 
meant that it was impervious 


to complaints from ordinary 
people. China’s leaders are well 
aware of popular dissatisfaction, 
and are trying to appease it This 
year’s '“yandoT (Strike Hard) 
anti-crime crackdown, for 
instance, has been extended 
indefinitely. 

Meanwhile, social values -or 
rather Mr Jiang’s much-vaunted 
“spiritual civilisation” - wfll be 
the theme of this month’s an- 
nual Communist Party plenum. 
Just the sort of rallying cafl Mao 
would have applauded. 


Hawaii on collision course over gay marriages 


DAVID USBQRNE 

Honolulu 


As a long-awaited j»nrt hear- 
ing opens in Hawaii this morn- 
ing that many expect will lead 
swiftly to the recognition by the 
state of same-sex marriages, 
ibe United States Senate is ex- 
pected today to adapt legisla- 
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to the other 49 states. 

The case centres on a lawsuit 

mtroduced five years ago against 

the State by three gay couples 
seeking the right to tie the knot 
in full equality with heterosex- 
uals. In 1993. the Hawaiian 


discrimination clauses of its con- 
stitution by refusing to issue mar- 
riage licences to the plaintiffs. 

Given a final chance in the 
hearings which start in Hon- 
olulu today to prove a “com- 
pefling reason” why gays should 
not be allowed to many, the 
state is expected to argue that 
legalising single-sex wedlock 
could harm the welfare of chil- 
dren that ray couples may wish 
to raise. Most legal experts 


es of the US constitution, which 


requires all 50 states to recog- 
'eaefa 


which could mean final vindi- 
cation for the plaintiffs some 
time next year. 

That prospect has galvanised 
conservatives an the mainland. 


»™ES? who predict that gaj*»will flood 

mthenm-uploSNoTCmber, f>^“ T1)l i nprisainslt | ie state, to Hawaii to many. Because of 
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Barton Springs. 


nise the legal derisions of < 
other, there is the theoretical 
probability at least that the 
gays who marry in Hawaii could 
then claim to be married 
throughout tire union. 

The bill before the US Sen- 
ate, which the House of Rep- 
resentatives approved last 
month, will formally define 
marriage as a “union between 
one man and one woman”. 
Called the “Defence of Mar- 
riage Act” (Doma), it will en- 
courage individual states to 
fight not to recognise gay mar- 
riages and ensure that gay cou- 
ples axe denied any federal tax 
benefits extended to hetero- 
sexual couples. 


Joe Melillo and Pat Logon, 
one of the couples who lodged 
the suit, expressed dismay at the 
reaction of mainland politi- 
cians. “I think the whole thing 
has become overblown,” Mr 
MelOlo said. “Wfe are not frying 
to change anyone else's life. 
People will still be able to 
procreate and many as they al- 
ways have. That is their choice 
and this our choice. We just 
want to get married and live 
happily ever after just like 
everyone eke.” 

Emotions have none the less 
been running high in 
Washington and in state hous- 
es across America. At the last 
count, 15 state legislatures had 
passed bills, all of dubious con- 
stitutional legality, seeking to ig- 


nore the full faith and credit 
provisions in the case of gay 
marriage. At the same time, 
however, similar bills have 
failed in 19 other states. 

“What is at stake in this con- 
troversy?” Charles Canady, a 
Republican, asked during the 
House of Representatives de- 
bate. “Nothing less than our col- 
lective moral understanding - 
as expressed in the law - of the 
essential nature of the family, 
the fundamental building block 
of society. This is far from a 
political issue.” President Bill 
Clinton, a declared gay rights 
defender, has said he will agn 
the Doma bin once passed by 
the Congress. 

Dan Foley, the lawyer for the 
three couples, equates the 


Hawaii case with the ground- 


breaking civil rights rulings of 
ard ofEd- 


Brown versus the Board 
ucation, which decreed deseg- 
regation in schools and Roe 
versus ^fcde, which established 
the right of women to seek abor- 
tions. “This wifl be the biggest 
civil rights decision ever to 
come out of this state,” he said. 
Pointing to the relatively hum- 
ble backgrounds of Mr Melillo 
and Mr Lagon, who run a T- 
shirt printing business, he 
added: “This is not a plot to de- 
stroy Western society or bring 
about some cultural meltdown . 

The two men scent victory. 


“We hope to many on the day 
of the final decision," Mr 


Melillo said. They also hope to 
raiseachildL 
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Britain, 
Ukraine 
and Poland 
make pact 
on defence 


CHRISTOPHER BELLAMY 

Lviv 


A joint 


ian bat- 


talion is to be set up to specialise 
in peacekeeping operations. 

The most radical innovation 
may be the British use of air-to- 
ground ranges in Ukraine 

The British were delighted 
with the 400-square- kilometre 
training area. After nin e days of 
training by the individual ar- 
moured battle groups (about 
1,000 troops each), they com- 
bine for a four-day rehearsal of 

foil armoured warfare. 
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A trilateral defence arrange- 
ment between Britain, Roland 
and Ukraine has been unveiled, 
as 3^00 British troops in Poland 
cany out the largest armoured 
exercise since the Gulf Wir. 

They will conduct manoeu- 
vres in the wide spaces of a for- 
mer member of the Warsaw 
Pact which Nato spent 35 years 
preparing to fight. 

The British Army is delight- 
ed with the new training facili- 
ties among the rolling woodland 
and lakes of Prussia, which 
dwarf anything available in 
Britain or Germany, where it is 
increasingly cramped. But the 
deal has a greater importance. 

The arrangement bridges the 
gap between Poland -a leading 
candidate for Nato membership 
- and Ukraine, which has until 
recently opposed expansion of 
Nato and is unlikely to join. It 
afro gives Britain a foothold in 
eastern Europe. 

Poland and Ukraine have a 
joint population of more than 
80 million - the same as Ger- 
many - and, at 450, 000-strong, 
Ukraine’s armed forces are 
Europe's largest after Russia’s 
and Tbrkey’s. 

Ukraine’s Defence Minister, 
lieutenant General Oleksandr 
Kuzmufc, signalled that 
Ukraine’s opposition to Nato’s 
eastward expansion had soft- 
ened. “Tt is the sovereign right 
of any country to deride to 
which bloc they want to belong 
to. For us, it is the will of our 
president, parliament and the 
Ukrainian nation that we are a 
non-bloc nation," he said. “But 
we are for cooperation with 
any of our neighbours, east, 
north or west." The R>lish De- 
fence Minister, Stanislaw Do- 
brzanski. stressed that Poland's 
desire to be in Nato was not 
aimed “to be against anyone or 
threaten anyone”. 

Ukraine has afro been con- 
cerned that the extension of the 
Nato nuclear guarantee to 
Poland might mean nuclear 
weapons being based on Polish 
soil, although with modern nu- 
clear weapons that would not be 
necessary. “Ukraine was the 
third nudear state in size [after 
the US and Russia] but it has 
relinquished its nuclear sta- 
tus," Li Gen Kuzmuk, a former 

Soviet tank brigade commander. 

said. “So you must take account 
of Ukraine's view that nudear 
weapons should remain where 
they are now.” 

Even more extraordinary 
than the recondliatfcm between 
former Nato and Warsaw Pact 
enemies is the warming of re- 
lations between Poland and 
Ukraine, after centuries of ter- 
ritorial disputes and bloodshed. 

The Ukrainian and Polish 
minis ters were joined by the 
British armed forces minister, 
Nicholas Soames. They con- 
firmed they had agreed a tri- 
lateral defence arrangement 
which would indude the use, 0 * 
each other’s training fatalities 
and a joint narachute exercise. 


lose 
:ied 
s of 
rces 

y to 

DCC. 

The 

ged 

has 

Is- 

om 


the 

no 

han 

ped 

riet 

ore 

an, 

nd- 

an- 

-er 

jcs. 

ids 


ied 
Iks 
iras 
ho 
. a 
ral 
ul- 
lis. 

*P- 
m- 
he 
of 
to 
3d 
il- 
i d 
he 


4 -i 




the INDEPENDENT. ■ TUESDMr ID SEPTEMBERS 


| -gb ituaries / gazette 


John Cheek 
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2 ^L lost a man 

^ampioned their cause in- 
Sylfywhhgrcatinipact 
the Argentine invasion 
™ 1V82 and promised nmchfur- 

ESi?!?* to his fellow is- 
landers few the future. That 

g^sehas been cruelly cut 
he has left a lasting 

beneficial legacy. 

Though he won fame world- 
wide fnr hie efbw: **•_ 
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^el^fciandbSSfathe 
of Argentina's sovereign- 
ty daim, Cheek was not a r nan 
to dwell on the past. While he 
saw continuing strong Holes with 
Britain as a sure shield a gamer 
persistent predatory 
a ™bitionshe was a determined 
®dvocale of even greater con- 
trol by Fal Is l an ds Islanders over 
fheir own affaire. He was anx- 
jous that new reforms to the 
Constitution should be in place 
by next year’s EfeDdands elec- 
tions. He was keen to have 

keep island^^h^med! 6111 

U ever the Constitution were 
to provide for a prime minister- 
type role. Cheek might well 
have been the first Falkland 
Islander to fQl it, as, to aD 
intents and purposes, he took 
on the role of Foreign Minister 
in 1982. It was in the crisis 
of that year, as a fairly new 
member of the Falklands Leg- 
islative Council, that he played 
an important part in the Falk- 
lands information campaign 
in the United Kingdom, where 
he was on a technical course 
at the time of the Argentine 
invasion. 

John Cheek combined the 


rugged, self-reliant, down-to- 
earth qualities of the typical 
Falkland Islander with an in- 
ternational outlook which en- 
abled him to articulate the 
views and hopes of the islanders 
to the outside world with quiet 
but effective oratory and per- 
sonal integrity which won wide 
support for the Falklands’ 
cause. He represented the is- 
lands no fewer than 12 times 
at the United Nations and be- 
came an accomplished televi- 
sion interviewee in Britain and 
the United States. Here was a 
man. patently honest and reli- 
able, whom viewers knew 
instinctively they could trust. 

John Cheek was not just a 
man of words. He was a man of 
action - a pragmatist in gov- 
erement and in business. He be- 
came one of die new breed of 
local entrepreneurs and busi- 
nessmen, pioneering Rilkiands 
participation in the fishing in- 
dustry, the basis of the islands’ 
new-found prosperit y . In 1987, 
with a farmer feDow Legislative 
Councillor, Stuart Wallace, he 
formed the Falklands* first lo- 
cal fishing company, Fortuna 
Ltd. He was impatient with 
early government delays in 
supporting development of a lo- 
cal fishing industry and conse- 
quent lost of revenue-raising 
opportunities. 

As a member of the Islands 
Oil Management Tham, he con- 
tributed level-headed practical 
advice as the FaBdands prepared 
for what may prove to be an- 
other lucrative industry, with oil 
company exploration bids about 
to be given the go-ahead to 
search for offshore ofl. He 



Cheek, right, wHfi the British ambassador to the United Nations, Sir Anthony Parsons, addressing a UN press conference during the Fslfdands war hi 1982 


brought wise counsel to the 
controversial issue of negotiat- 
ing last year’s historical oil 
agreement with Argentina, ar- 
guing that an accord would en- 
courage oil industry interest 
while insisting that it must in no 
way impinge upon Falklands’ 
sovereignty. 


In tune with overwhelming 
opinion in the islands, he 
advocated that, while Argenti- 
na continues its elahns to the 
islands, contacts must be limit- 
ed only to discussions essential 
to the economic well-being of 
the Falklands that would be nor- 
mal between neighbouring na- 


tions with adjoining economic -' 
resources. 

“We obviously have to be as 
strong as ever”, he said, “in 
protecting our right of self- 
determination and lobbying 
to m aintain our friends and 
pining further support-” 

His qualities and strength of 


character wereforged in his ear- 
ly life in the Fhlklands farming 
community,, in the Antarctic, 
and as a Merchant Navy officer. 
The son of a shepherd, Fred 

Gieek, he was bom on a remote 

farm at H31 Cove, in West 
Falklands, in 1939, and went 
to school in Stanley. He joined 


the Falkland Is lands 
dendes Survey (FIDS), fore- 
runner of the British Antarctic 
Survey, as a radio operator, and 
went to Antarctica at the early 
age of 19, serving an unusually 
long initial stint of three years 
at Hope Bay and later at 
Stonington Base. 


He paid his own way through 
tprhmc al coflege at CrawyoBay 
in North Wiles to qualify as a 
ship's radio officer in the Mer- 
chaht.Navy, returning to. the 
ftftJands hi 1966 to work in the 
Government Radio Station. He 
served for many years on the 
Legislative . -and. Executive 
Councils: The day he died the 
Falklands Radio carried a 
broadcast he had recorded only 
■ die previous day on his latest , 

actions as a Councillor. ; 

As a member of the legisla- 
ture in such a small communi- 
ty of only 2,000 people, he had 
much beneficial influence oh 
most aspects of island Hfe. eS- 
pedally education and training, 
health and hospitals, an d the 
welfare of old people* Having 
worked closely with, the 
Loudoo-based Rdkland Islands 
Association in 1982, he re- 
mained a staunch supporter of 
its voluntary work in support- 
ing the Fhfidauds’ right to self- 
determination. 

When I fast spoke to him a 
short time ago, he was foil of 
plans for the future, despite 
signs that he was losing his long 

years of struggle against cancer. 

He bore his illness with char- 
acteristic courage and forti- 
tude, travelling to Britain for 
treatment, fitting it in with his 
busy life of legislative duties and 
business interests. 

Harold Briley 

John Cheek, businessman and lo- 
cal politician: bom Hill Cove, 
Falkland Islands IS November 
1939; married Jan Biggs (t*v 
daugfttas); etied Stanley, Falkland 
Islands 3 September 1996. 


Wolfe Morris 


Was there any limit to Wolfe 
Morris's range as a character 
actor as long as the character 
was not ordinary? In a career 
which stretched over half a 
century in plays and television 
drama and a handful of films, 
he may have turned up as no 
one in particular once or twice 
just to fill a comer, but it seems 
doubtful. 

If Wolfe Morris was cast 
as a nonentity, he could be 
counted on to turn it into some- 
thing colourful, distinctive, 
interesting and arresting. 

Not, in the upstager's sense 
of seizing the limelight when it 
was meant for others - though 
that may have happened from 
time to time in a singularly rest- 
less career - but because he 
had such striking looks, strong 
eyes, a sturdy build, a swarthy 
complexion and a reverberant 
voice which, together, kept 
our attention whenever he 
came on. 

The Queen Mother, when 
she was Queen, never forgot her 
Gist sight of him as a graduate 
at the Royal Academy of Dra- 
matic Art where he won the 
Forbes Robertson and Kendal 
prizes. Her Majesty saw him 
as Richard III. I should like to 
have seen his Othello. But, in 
these politically correct times, 
Morris would no doubt be 
disqualified on numerous 
grounds, religious as well as 
racial, for there was nothing 
Moorish in his roots as far as is 
known. 

Nol many actors, however, 
were more engagingly exotic or 



Morris: engagingly exotic 

more meticulous in wielding 
that exoticism. Hence his fas- 
cinating gallery of foreigners - 
from the Arab boy in Andr£ 
Gide’s The bnmonuist in one of 
Peter Hall’s earliest London 
productions at the Arts Theatre 
Club, to a fearful, roaring over- 
whehningPozzoinapin^riped 
suit and bowler hat for the 
Royal Exchange, Manchester, in 
1980, or a delicate portrait of 
Professor Godbole inA Passage 
To India (Comedy, 1960) in 
which he convinced E.M. 
Forster that he was Indian. 

Wbat enabled Morris to con- 
vince so many of us that he was 
wbat he wasn’t - even when in 
fact he must have breached to- 
day’s abysmal standards of po- 
litical correctness as a rabbi in 
The Dybbuk - was the pains he 
took with every role. His daugh- 
ter, Sbona, used to say that for 
her father acting was a religion; 
and why not? 

Bigots, braggarts, bullies and 


other obsessive figures in the 
margins of any play contribute 
vitally to the general picture; 
and Wolfe Morris was no thing 
if not picturesque. But he 
never treated stereotypes as 
stereotypes. 

Hence the singularity of all 
his strangers - Japanese, Chi- 
nese, Mexicans, Asians, Ger- 
mans and Boers. The gallery 
began for me at the old Birm- 
ingham Rep in the early 1960s 
in the British premiere of the 
Broadway derivation of a fa- 
mous film, Roshomon. As the 
rapist-bandit encountered in a 
shadowy Japanese forest, Mor- 
ris filled the stage with mystery 
and dread with his grunts, 
croaks, squeals andxapid short 
jumps. Had he been listed in the 


believed it. 

Soon after that, though, he 
turned up as Karl-Hdns Fessel, 
a fictitious post-war German 
big-wig in Robert Muller’s 
Conspirators, a dark warning to 
the West End against trusting 
Germany to behave itself If 
Hitler or his like were to pop up 
again. Morris’s character had 
evidently once backed the dic- 
tator. The question was: might 
he not be ready to do so again? 
And, as usual, the actor added 
shivers to the hypothesis. 

It was, though, on the whole 
as Orientals or definitely odd- 
bodies that Morris came to the 
minds of West End casting di- 
rectors (Tec House of the. August 
Moon, Charley's Aunt, The Case 
of the Oify Levantine) or in ear- 
ly television plays like Michael 


Dyne’s Hvo Ducks on a Pond, 
James Kirkup’s The Peach Gar- 
den or (as a simple Mexican bas- 
ketmaker exploited by Sam 
Wanamaker's American busi- 
nessman) Ted Allen's The 
Legend of Pepito. 

Even as a Shakespearean, 
Websterian or Ibsenite, the ver- 
satile Morris made his mark - 
part of that helpless scene- 
stealing tendency? One cannot 
imagine Robert Helpmann or 
Tyrone Guthrie letting him get 
awity with that kind of thing. 

He made his London d£but 
. after the usual spell in rep with 
Margaret Rawlings and Robert 
Helpmann in their classical 
season at the Duchess (1947), 
as Camille in The While Devil, 
and for Guthrie in the Old 
Vic’s last decade as our leading 
home of Shakespeare, he 
played, according to one of the 
more perceptive critics of the 
time, two tiny parts which he 
turned into “small perfections". 
The first was “a delicate and 
deeply moved” sketch of 
Griffiths in Henry VIII; and he 
narrated Wolseys death “beau- 
tifully”. As recently as 1990 
he was acting in Ibsen’s When 
We Dead Awaken (Almeida) 
with Claire Bloom; and had 
himself played John Gabriel 
Borkman twice some way from 
Loudon. 

We cannot wonder if his best 
work was often lost, therefore, 
to critical view. He was not the 
sort of actor to stick around the 
West End, even in its relative 
heyday, if there was something 
to get his teeth into elsewhere. 


. He toured for the Royal 
Shakespeare Company or act- 
ed with the Bristol Old Vic or 
the Glasgow Citizens, or the 
Royal Exchange, where he 
made a nam«* in Samuel Beck- 
ett {End Game and Waiting for 
Godot, both of which trans- 
ferred to London); and he also 
worked with Anthony Quayle’s 
heroic Compass Theatre on 
(our in The Government 
Inspector. 

Therein perhaps lies a due to 
the actor’s Russian- Jewish roots 
and his theatrical talent His fa- 
ther fled to Britain from the "toar 
as a small boy at the turn of the 
century. He had been on the 
East End halls in their heyday 
before he had to become a 
businessman; and his mother, 
according to legend, was a 
most joyously audible mezzo- 
soprano at Jewish weddings- Yet 
it seems odd that her son’s 
best-known role on television - 
where he acted in The Dybbuk 
- was Thomas Cromwell in 
The Six Wives of Henry VIII. In 
preparation for it, he visited, 
with his daughter, a number of 
English castles to study the 
characters’ portraits. 

Not perhaps so remarkable 
that it should have been his best- 
known role. He had always 
been a student actor. And he 
played as cast, as often as not 
to perfection. 

Adam Benedick 

Wolfe Murray, actor bom 
Portsmouth 5 January 1925; 
married (one daughter); died 
London 21 July 1996. 


Charles Hadfield 


When Charles Hadfield joined 
the Oxford University Press, 
writes Eileen Mable [further to 
the obituary by Anthony Bur- 
ton, 8 August], he met not only 
his future wife, Alice Mary 
Miller, but also the writer, 
poet and theologian Charles 


Williams, who worked at the 
press as an editor and adviser 
until his death in 1945, . 

Like Alice Mary (who be- 
came Charles Williams's biog- 
rapher), Charles Hadfield was 
deeply influenced by Williams 
hims elf and by his explication 


of orthodox Christian doctrine. 
The Hadfields’ marriage was 
grounded in a shared Christian 
faith and nourished by the prac- 
tical application or Charles 
Williams's understanding of ro- 
mantic theology, co-inherence 
and exchange in their lives. 


In 1975 the Hadfields took 
the initiative in founding the 
Charles Williams Society, to 
which they gave their foil 
support for many years. Al- 
though more recently Charles 
Hadfield no longer took an 
active pan in the society's af- 


fairs, he continued to share 
most generously with those 
who asked, be they scholars or 
hesitant new readers, his rec- 
ollections of Charles Williams 
and his detailed and luridly 
staled understanding of his 
writings. 


Bruce Lidington 


The actor Bruce Lidingtou 

pack e d a fall and shiyf life 

with service to others, both in 
his work with the liberal De- 
mocrats and, since 1995, as the 
National Chair of the charily 
Famili es Need Fhthers, an or- 
ganisation dedicated to keeping 
fathers in contact with their chil- 
dren. Had he lived, there is lit- 
tle doubt that he would have 
become a leading national fig- 
ure in the field of child welfare. 

In 1978 Lidingtou had mar- 
ried Sheila Johnson and, al- 
though separated 1 1 years later, 
they both set an example tooth- 
ers in the way they selflessly put 
aside their differences to bring 
Up their daughter Claire true to 
the principles of shared par- 
enting. He was never divorced 
and still wore his wedding ring 

He first contacted Fannies 
Need Fathers for advice fol- 
lowing their separation in 1989. 
Families Need Fathers had long 
been tarred with the brush of 
“fringe pressure group of angry 
men” at odds with current so- 
cial philosophy. Lidington saw 
that it was the messenger, not 
the message, which needed 
changing- Initially as Chairman 
of the London Branch and us- 
ing his personal charm, coupled 
with an erudite and balanced 
he set out to reform 


public opinion, later becoming 
the organisation’s national 
media spokesman. 

He welcomed the 1989 Chll- 
dren’s Act and urged fathers to 
support it and work within iL He 
abhorred the civfl justice system 
that turned a blind eye to tire 
principles of shared parenting 
enshrined within the Act He 
fought against decisions that re- 
fused fathers proper access to 
their children, believing that 
these could result in permanent 
insecurity for the children and 
lifelong misery for the father. 
He acted frequently as a lay sup- 
porter to fathers in court, rep- 
resenting with increasing 
success. He lobbied unceasing- 
ly for settlements based on a 


long-term view rather than the 
common short-term expedien- 
cy of satisfying emotional de- 
mands made to establish a 
status quo, practically irre- 
versible later. Lidington’s anger, 
slow to kindle, was reserved for 
those wfaoperpetuated a system 
winch imprisons a father for try- 
ing to see his children, yet 
places no penalty on a mother 
who ignores a court order to 
let him do so. He hated the 
pejorative term “absent father”. 

Lidington could not agree 
with the Child Support Act of 
1991 and the way it was en- 
forced by the Child Support 
Agency. While he did not con- 
test the proper duty of a father 
to maintain his children, he 
questioned the crude formula 
for its operation. The real hard- 
ship brought to both father 
and children tty a refusal to take 
account of travelling and ac- 
commodation expenses if tire 
children had been moved hun- 
dreds of miles away spurred his 
campaign for amendment. His 
sound argument played a vital 
role in the Government's recent 
review of the AcL 

Lidington was bom in Har- 
row in 1950 and educated at 
Harrow County Grammar 
School- He decided to be an ac- 
tor at an early stage and trained 
in London, at the Webber Dou- 
glas Academy in Kensington, 
from 1970 to 1973. His reper- 
tory skills brought him to tele- 
vision and he appeared in a 
number of popular series, in- 
cluding Z Cars, Crossroads, 
Dangerfield and Bergerac. In 
film his early success was as 
Doubting Thomas in Zeffirelli's 
Jesus of Nazareth (1977). He will 
next be seen in Richard Atten- 
borough's film Lave and War, 
which is still in production. He 
was an agile fencer and a strong 
horseman, both attributes being 
used in many an exciting film or 
television scene. But tus other 
great attribute was his voice and, 
as with his charity work, he was 
on the cusp of public success. 


His dark, rich, mellow tones, 
seemingly filled with wit and wis- 
dom, delighted listeners to Ra- 
dio 4 seriak He loved this work. 

In politics, Lidington was an 
active Liberal and part of the 
team that developed the Liberal 
Democrats in the Tbiy strong- 
hold of Harrow into the domi- 
nant party on the local council. 
Knowing that he himself would 
not have time to undertake 
full-time council duties, he 
would have pleasure in stand- 
ing in no- hope wards so as to 
give the opposition the best 
possible run for their money. 

Bruce Lidington was driven 



Udington: families need fathers 


by his conviction that, prope 
ly handled, family break-u 
need not bring long-term di 
structive pain and suffering l 
children and parents. He b< 
lieved that, while people’s na 
ural instincts were for good oi 
adversarial legal system thrive 
on bringing out the worst i 

those set against each other. H 

last baule was against the coi 
cept of “no fault” divorce, h 
felt the vows of marriage wci 
loo important lo be dismissc 
so lightly. 

Charles Kenya 

Bruce How ard Lidington, act 
and campaigner bom 30 Jam 
ary 1950: married 1978 Shei 
Johnson ( one daughter); died 
August 1996. 


Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


BIRTHS 

KITTLE: On 6 September 1996, to 
Susan and Denyer. a son, Samuel 
John Matthew. 

Announcements for Gazette 
BIRTHS, MARRIAGES & DEATHS 
(Births, Adoptions, Marriages, 
Deaths, Memorial services, Wed- 
ding anniversaries. In Memoriam) 
should be sent In writing to the 
Gazette Edltoc The Independent, I 
Canada Square, Canary WhartLw- 
don E14 5DL, telephoned to 0171-293 
2011 (24-hour answering machine 
0171-297 2012) or foxed to 0171-293 

2010 , and are charged at £62S0 a line 
(VAT extra). OTHER Gazette an- 
nouncements (notices, functions. 
Forthcoming marriages. Marriages) 
must be submitted in writing (or 
Jfacted) and are charged at £10 a line. 
VAT extra. They should be accom- 
panied by a da; 
number. 
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Wills 

Oifibrii frank Benton, of Queued, 
Cardiff, left estate valued at 
£2^33,789 dcl 

VVmiaiH Stevens, of London N12, krft 
estate valued ai £1,089,426 net 
Ererard Stanley Willis, of Burton 
Rossett, Qwyd left estate valued at 
£1,078^98 net. 


Birthdays 

Mr Michael Bukht (Michael Barry), 
radio executive and cook, 55: Mr 
Thomas Allen, operatic baritone, 52; 
Mrs BeiyJ Cook, painter, 70; Miss 
Louise CfoU, fanner ambassador to 
Costa Rica, 61; Mr Brian Donohue 
MR 48; Mr Ted Edgar, show] umper, 

58; Mr John Entwtsue, rock guitarist. 
52; Mr Jose Fehdano, stager; 51; Miss 

Judy Gecson, actress, 4S; Professor 
Chevalier Herbert Gifles. Professor 
Emeritus of Hopical Medicine, Liv- 
erpool Univeristy, 75; Mr David 
Hamilton, disc jockey, 57; Mr 
Christopher Hogwood, harpsi- 
chordist, 55; Mr Null Macdermot 
QC international jurist, 80; Major 
John MaJcgQI Crichton Maitland, 
former Lord-Lieutenant of Ren- 
frewshire, 71; The Very Rev Michael 
Mayne, Dean ofWestmmSfer, 67; Mr 
Frederick Moorfoot, former chair- 
man, Kodak, SO; Mr Norman Mor- 
tice, choreographer. 65; Lord Nolan, 
a Lord of Appeal in Ordinary, 68; Mr 
Neville Ovens, former chief erasa- 
ble, Uncotashire Fbhce Force, 58; Mr 
Arnold Palmer, golfer, 67; General 
Sir Antony Read, former Governor 
of the Royal Hospital, Chelsea. 83; 

Sffftuo-ItoyiKjlds.fmfflcrcfaiinnai 1 , 

Ranks Haris McDougafl pte, 67; 

Mr Denis Richards, air historian, 86; 

Dame Betty Ridley, former Third 
Church Estates Commissioner. Sr, 
Mr Bill Rogers, golfer, 45; Sir Peter 
Singer , High Court judge. 52; Dr Be- 
an Smith, ebahman- BAA. 6$ Sir 

Robert Smith, chabmaa Alliance and 
Second Alliance Trust, 69; Sir Rupert 
Speir. former MP, 86; Professor 
Carel Weight, painter and art 
teacher, 88: Mr Robert Wise, film di- 


rector and producer. Si Miss Fay 
Wray, actress, 89. 

Anniversaries 

Births: Quentin Massys. painter, 
1466; Pope Julios III, 1487; Thomas 
Sydenham, physician, 1624; John 
TurberviQe Needham, priest and sci- 
entist, 1713; Niccolo Joimncfli, com- 
poser, 1714; Giovanni Domenico 
Tiepolo, painter and engraver, 1727; 
Sir John Soane, architect. 1753; 
Mungo Park, explorer of Africa, 
1771; Jacques Boucher de Crtve- 
coeur de Perthes, archaeologist. 
178S; Francois Benoisi. organist and 
composer, 1794; Philip Gilbert 
Hamerton, artist and author. 1834; 
Sir John Robed Seeky, historian and 
essayist, 1834; Charles Sanders 
Pence, physicist and mathematician, 
1839; Robert KokJewey, archaeolo- 
gist, 1855: Jcppc Aaijacr, poet and 
novelist, 1866; Vibhaji Raajitsinghi. 
Maharaja of Nawanagar, cricketer, 
1872; Franz WerfeL novelist and 
poet. 1890; Arthur Holly Compton, 
physicist, 1892: Bessie Love (Juani- 
ta Horton}, actress, 1898; Cyril Vcr- 
□on Connolly, author, journalist and 
attic. 1903; Gwendoline Wfctford. ac- 
tress, 1927. Deaths Louis IV (d*Oot- 
remer). King of France. 954; Dr 
Edward Pocockc. scholar and ori* 
entafia, 1691: Dr Thomas Sheridan, 
scholar and translator. 173S; Man 
Woflsroneoaft Godwin, feminist. 
1797; Johan Dominicus Fiorillo, 
painter and art historian. 1821; L'co 
Foscolo, poet, 1827: Captain William 
Hobson, first Governor of New 
Zealand, 1842; George Bcmham. 
botanist, 1884; Wilfrid Semen Blunt 
traveller, politician and poet 1922; 


Arthur Rccd Ropes (“Adrian Ross”), 
lyricist and librettist 1933; Charles 
Cruft, founder of Craft’s dog show, 
1938; Felix Bloch, physicist. 1983; 
Balthazar Johannes Vbntcr. former 
prime minister and president of 
South Africa, 1983. On this day: I be 
English defeated the Scots at the Bat- 
tle of Pinkie. 1547; the Boole af Lake 
Erie was fought when Commodore 
Oliver H. Perry defeated the British 
flotilla, 1813; Simon Bolivar became 
the dictator of Peru. 1823: the Duke 
of York's Theatre, London, opened 
(as the “Ihifelgar Square*), 1892; the 
first London production of ihc op- 
eretta The Chocolate Soldier was 
presented, 1910; the first motorway 
(autobahn) was complcled in Ger- 
many, 1921; the first Loudon pro- 
duction of the musical show SaBy was 
presented, 1922: in Norway, Lauritz 
VidJam Quisling was sentenced to 
death for treason, 1945; Sir Scrctse 
Khama became the fust president of 
the Republic of Botswana, 1966; 
the people of Gibraltar voted over- 
whelmmgly lo stay under British 
rule, 1967; Guinea-Bissau became in- 
dependent. 1974. Today h> the Feast 
Day of Si Ambrose Barlow, St 
Aubert of Avraarbes. Si Fumian of 
MoviBe. Saints Menodora, Metrodo- 
ra and Nymph odora. Si Ncmcsim, 
Si Nicholas of Tokmino. St Pukbcria, 
St SaJvha or Salvy of Albi and St 
Tfaeodaxd of Maestridii. 


University 

appointments 

Dr David J- Balding, to be Professor 
of Applied Statistics at Reading 
University. 


Church 

appointments 

Hie Right Rev Richard Lewis. Suf- 
fragan Bishop of Taunton diocese of 
Bath and Wells, to be Bishop of St 
Edmundsbury and Ipswich, suc- 
ceeding the Right Rev John Dennis 
wbo retires at the end of September. 
The Rev Richard Ankag. Aswan! Curate, 
Bromley Common St Anpivtmc.' m be Wear. 
Wilmiiiglim St Midhacl ( Rochester t- 
Thc Rev Oman Bell, Rcaar. OUnfafonl: lo 
be abn Hommuy Cman of Wnreaier Cathe- 
dral IWoiwMcr). 

The Rev Richard BcOnigCT, NSM. Guernsey 
St Sicpbec id be NSM. Guernsey St Martin 
fWindierier). 

The Rev Paul UtrtiiLPncs m-ctorgc.Ncw- 
sqam *rtb Daliycaaics: in he Mcs-ta- 
durec. KmgHna upon HuU SI Mary (York). 
The Rev Aim Butler. Ashum Curate, Mary- 
pnrt, and Plant?: M be Pricw-m-c large. 
Hnnby ICartnic). 

The Rev tin Owntter. Assistant Curate, 
Hove, to he Bnhnp’s Dumcaic Chapters 
(Cfakhmicr). 

The Rev Nigd Outer. Chaftain, Smnhamp- 
wn Umvervty: to be Pnai-ia-ctiwvE, Frcc- 
aantJc Christ Church (Vtacbestcrl. 

The Re* Dand Cuok. Vicar, Holnw-tm- 
SpattagMnre 1 : wheaho Run! Dun of South 
WrtwrwTrfc). 

The Rev Swum Everson. Vicar. Kcmdogtim 
KirfcSl Agno iSuutbnrk). in he Chaptun. 
Hnropicrtvsn School tChkbeucrj. 

The Klv tarn Hijnok, Assistant Curaic, 

fnw titim: to he Askum Curate, %- 

venw IWy That)- ( Liverpool L 


The Rev Donald Jnhnsm, Vicar, FntrUngror 
nod Scnokults. and Rector. West Stoke. tt*bc 
afco Canon and Prebendary oi Ondrawr 
Cathedral (Cfatcheuer). 

The Re* John Llmcm. Assnunt One. Pre- 
sum mi Tecs: w he Pricst-m-diargc. West fld- 
iDB St Paid, and Amfeunt Diocesan Youth 
Advner (Durham). 

The Rev Dr Dennis Lloyd, Chaplain. Uni. 
versa ry of East Anglia (Norwich); (u be Pncst- 
tn-cHsrgc. Mohcrn St Andrew (Worcester]. 
Hr Rev John Mm, Ream, WBcrvy. Sum- 
bmy, Wcsliifi -sub-Edge and Astuo-sob-Eifec 
(Gkmccstcr): la be Priest -ia-durge. Selling 
wttb Thnwfcy wd SbeUmcb srith lUkraae 
and Loveland, tad Diocesan Rural Officer 
(Canterbury). 

The Rev John Rnboln, Vicar. Shnnon: lu 
be also Priesi-lo-durgc. Wbcallcy HQ l 
(Durham). 

Tbc Rev Stephen Masters. Babnp's Domes- 
tic Qmplain (Chichester): in be Vicar, 
Brighton Sc Midud and All Angels, same 
dome. 

Tbc Rev fcritha Mfcfcflcau*., NSM. Siutdion 
with Drake's Broughton and hnnn and Nor- 
ton: in be pan-lone Chaplain. Malvern GuK 
College (Worcester). 

The Kcv Mark Rcdbousc. Aswan! Curate. 
Fulham St Mary North End (London): ui be 
Assistant Comte, 1 love. Dwbnp 1 tatwHiy ... 
Memorial Choirii. in charge of Holy Cross 
I Chichester). 

Tbc Rev David Rogers. Pncsi-uKharge. 
Kinpiiw spa Hull .St Maty, and fTuphmi , 
North Humberside Industrial Minkm: to be 
Industrial Uiaplatn (York). 

The Rev Sheila Stevenson (mx hie). Pet- 
mtwiootoo(rtt53tc:b»l>ePncst-iihiarac.ihc 
Sfttddcn Churches (St Afom). 

Die Rev Sue White house, Cimnc. Ucddcand 
Curare, Thornton Watlast Mth Thomton 


Stosard. to he Vnar. AyssKlh and Bt*nn cum 
Rrdmire fRipun). 

Prebendary John Widdas, V'wt, Tinmurtb. 
to be Vicar, Whfcofl Wi«cJ (Lichfield). 

Tbc Rev Enk Wilson. Vica. Hull St Martin 
with Tramfijnnbon: robe alii Area Dean of 
West HuU (York). 

RESIGNATIONS and RETIREMENTS 
Tbc Rev Ocntbry DlackwcD. NSM PricM-w- 
durec. Burptum (OnebcKcr): Mucd [fi 


Tbc Res John Boocncfc. Pncvtaa^baTct. 
Demon and In# cion, and Acting Rural Dean 
of Darling ton (Durham): lo reupi .to 
September 

Croon Anthony Clayton. Rector, Hkdi From- 
land Parishes iLoccsicrl m retire 3| 
Dec* other. 

The Rl-v Denw Convh. Rector. LntnashalL 
.11 UCIuOCf. 

Fnrreucr. Chaplain. Duke 
ufYork s Royal Mdrcuy School. Dover (Can- 
teiboty >: in retire 51 Ausuvr.unhpcnmswm 
loouiculc. umedueex. 

TTie Rev Anifcmy Hathmifc. Rector. East 

£"°" **» Qw>» Rcudenuarv and 
Plwcnlor. Ouchosler Cathedral tClrieb- 
eoci): in retire Jn Noscmtvr. 

Jcnc ?- ftics-uKharac. Leant 
Lai* (Dutton ft. • rcvgn 50 Scpt.i, 
perauwoo (a nliknic. vnne diocese. 

The Rev Jtthn Ltmnn. Vicar. Turner* wai 
(CluchMcr): to rc.ne *| ScptirtET 
Canon Sill Mas. Rector. UOfidd [Qucb- 
cacre tn ranc M Amjn. 

TTk Rev Kenneth Wthcginn. View. Cnci- 

££ «■!«. Rural Dean of CnU- 
kuL rUivdiili. m retire 51 January |W. 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 

The Princess Jtojal, Patron, Victim Sup- 
port. attends the launch of^ Victim Sup- 
port's Report on diildrcn in Conn, at 
Church House. Dean’s Yard, lo m ii w 
SWl; attends the National Osteo- 
poi osc Society’s launch erf ihc booklet 
Fti huthugUe?: ad\ Krfcvwungnvmtn 
itthkln and dancm. thar couches and 


teachers, at Ihc Royal Society of Med- 
enc, London Wl; as President, Save 
ihe Children Fund, tours Asprcv's de- 
sign studio and workshop. Mowed bv 
Iboch with tbc deilrnwr] Asprey. Lon- 
don Wl; and as President, RnyaT Yacht- 
mg Association, attends a Central 
Management Committee Dinner at 
foe Royal Thames Yacht Cliih, London 
SWl. The Duchess of Gloucester* 


io mark the 

SSic^h' °7 he J ,,n h of WiffiMi 
MMsdcn. he founder of the Royal 

Changing of the Guard 
The Household Covalrv Mouni,-d Rro 

nttsssarftsas 


Lectures 

National Callers- J at 

“Saint Michael' (Li); 
DeaudoffAltarpiece". 
Victoria and Albt 
Ricbenda Binney 
Ail". i30pm. 



- - iii:inr 

from the 19th to th 
(i)". 1pm. 

British Mosp niw Yjj 
cm Chinese Pain 
LLSpm. 

National Portrait 
Cooper. “lSth-ccniu 
a Musical ■nieme". 

The Pilgrims 

I^dCaninguni.pr, 
^n».andMrRoh« 
Y^timan, presided 

Anotwl Gtnieral Me 
held yesterday 
American Embassy 
DfencStena Riming 

nual Sir Harry Bril 
Lecture afterwards, 
present were: 


uunrrsnci 
JamscD.Snnjh; 

Appointments 
Bj£o£‘° sdom of 1 
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Children’s rights and heavy-handed remedies ^ 


T He. Your^hild h ^ N? fanu)y 

Aiottocycie^mN ,n S becn told 

^ main 

sh< is not uS?’ loo . k outside, see 
sai d malign sceSri an ^ ous ' A tilQtJ ' 
d J orm in your 

mg of recent i^S^ cky P ressre P° rt ' 

yo qu n n eP r dents - You 
^tesheir^on?^ Y ? U Search - 

Of s curitv ohlSL? 1 de 1116 cubage 

tbelS ha^T t0 the &affic A 

run 0waS&£*£ Ou «> unt as you 
But you 6** her * 

rais< yoSL^ "*ef. You 
asa ft, Dittin» aDd ‘ j y° u o^nimit an 
see paiosr ,i!L an a ?, uit s weight and 
clild S it^L, the soft Umt* of a 

Sib ttl u ‘^ a,ly a P™ ate act, one 
thousand intimacies Dermltt»f 

^ahum a nN f he nghl of thal child 
^ a imegiity , ? erSOn to care and physi- 

That phrase, “a child’s right" is like 
t ,° r the buUs of socid order and 
\ amiiy stnjcture - Their bora 
fSier h^i k 1 Week > k was sported a 

c)um aft d ^ Cn bound over by the 
«urts aft er having hit his son; viter- 

piaintiff laid before the 
rK Commission on Human 
a suit against the British gov- 

H^S« nt K for - fa l! ing to Protect him 

against a beahno hv hie /^r_ _ 



V rt *u r- o^ccu ca pass me suit 

SpLk SPY* i n Court of Human 
Ktgnts. This body - Europhobes usu- 


ally conveniently forget this- has noth- 
ing to do with the European Union. It 
has no power, only influence, and that 
only as long as the United Kingdom 
continues to uphold the treaties estab- 
lishing the COundl of Europe, the 
court’s parent.) 

Under British law children already 
possess a variety of statutory protec- 
tions. The state intervenes exten- 
sively already between adult and child. 
Philosophically, the Children Act 
1989 pushed the idea of children’s 
rights a good deal further. This curi- 
ous piece of Thatcherite legislation 
was intended both to strengthen fam- 
ily bonds and to give children a more 
secure place in care and divorce pro- 
ceedings. Effectively the Act did 
expand the ambit of the state, since 
who else but the courts - or social 
workers - can actually make children's 
rights operational? Police officers 
and magistrates are now much more 
attuned to complaints brought by 
children themselves, partly because of 
the changed legal climate, but partly 
because of the Zeitgeist. The very indi- 
vidualism on which successive Con- 
servative victories were floated 
embraces children, too. 

The spirit of the age is also confused 
The same child who has of course to 
be given a choice at school lunch must 
now be tested in the classroom accord- 
ing to the most rigorous and objective 
schedules. The same child encouraged 
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to discriminate between brands of cola 
or trainers is expressly forbidden choice 
when it comes to strangers on the 
street, or play on the beach. 

Ttvo principles contend. One is the 
need to respect and sustain the special 
nature of the parent-child relationship. 
The other is a collective interest in the 
well-being of the generation to come, 
which marries with a general respect for 
the rights of individuals and, by exten- 
sion , the rights of children as half- 
formed individuals. The question posed 
by Child Z’s application to the Euro- 
pean Court is how far the latter 
intrudes into the former. When should 


it become- the business of the state to 
hold (or stay) a parent's hand? 

Most parents would answer intu- 
itively that they know the difference 
between a slap and a punch, between 
a blow that hurts a child's pride and a 
blow that leaves a bruise. And what 
they know of their own children, they 
can judge of other people’s children. 
Parents can be relied upon to blow the 
whistle on other parents, if they hear 
the child next door whimpering in 
pain and fear, if they see the bruises, 
if they smell the neglect- Leave it - it 
might be argued - to civQ society. Dur- 
ing the 20th centuiy the use of corpo- 


ral punishment has diminished, in the 
home as at school. Changing sensibil- 
ities are a better way of ensuring the 
well-being of children than heavy- 
handed social workers and magistrates. 

But what, it might be countered, if 
civil society is apathetic; what if the way 
we live now precludes the supervision 
of other people’s children? The phys- 
ical and financial circumstances of 
modem life tell against the survival of 
those autonomous processes by which 
we are our neighbours’ children’s best 
friends and protectors. Enter the social 
services department or the woman 
police officer from the family division 
at the local nick: they are bidden to step 
in where we no longer have much inter- 
est in treading. There is a moral haz- 
ard here. The more the state inter- 
venes, the less space and motivation for 
“society” to take care of itself. 

In a perfect world there would be no 
gap between our intellectual convic- 
tions and our system of laws, between 
our principles and our behaviour. Our 
principles point towards treating chil- 
dren with the same respect for their 
autonomy as shapes our relationship 
with fellow adults. But the practice of 
child-rearing has to have space for 
chastisement — and that old word 
often fits the act Gradually the prac- 
tice and the principle are converging, 
part of a civilising process which, 
among other things, has seen the pub- 
lic and private conduct of men and 


women towards one another improve 
over the years. A key word is “ifrad., 
ally". Far better for changes in the law 
to attend the movement of sensibility 
in society than to have courts bludgeon 
behavioural change. It will take many 
months, perhaps yearn, before the 
European Court adjudicates. It per- 
haps should take many more months, 
if not years, before British law moves 
to anything as drastic as a complete 
proscription of physical punishment of 
children by their parents. 

Smiley on the 
otto side 

T he Tories must be feeling very 
uneasy. The last worm at the heart 
of the establishment has finally turned. 
Remember those Smiley people we 
once accused of undermining Labour 
governments and of propping up the 
privileges of Conservative elites? Not 
anymore. 

One MIS adviser has attacked the 
Government for encouraging organ- 
ised crime. All those tax havens from 
Bermuda to the Cayman Islands appar- 
ently make it easier for drug barons to 
Stash their cash. So there you have it; 
MI5 says shut the offshore tax havens. 
Anyone would think they had been 
recruited by Gordon Brown. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Workers too 
Lfraid to join 
*ade unions 

Sjt Your criticism of trade unions 
( leading article, 9 September) is 
1 quite fain at least one reason 
fohhe fall in union membership is 
fear on the part of employees, 
fy would prefer to have 
prearrous and poorly paid work 
thal no work at all, and many know 
thafeven the suggestion of 
utilisation could cost them the 

TBs fear is the direct result of 
legjs^tive changes over the past 
decafe and a half. What were 
regained as basic democratic rights 
I the ri-bt to withdraw one’s labour 
as Eredy as one might sell one's 
shires} were simply outlawedby a 
government that had declared war 
on"the enemy within”. 

Most people would share your 
view that we should be paid 
“axording to our talents and 
ngotialing tenacity” but this is 
lilely to be weak indeed when new 
graduates take work in un- 
unonised, pittance-paid burger 
has. 

"he prime raison d'Stre for trade 
unnns is what it always has been 
wbm the worst excesses of grasping 
captalism go mad (as they surely 
haw in recent years). The only 
ecoiomic clout available to 
vuhxrable wage-earners is unified 
sulioritv, andas a last resort the 
wiihlniwal of labour. 
IANTJNTOFF 
Lomjn SW6 

Sir: Tie point made in your recent 
editoial (“Fickle friends at 
Labour’s cocktail party,” 5 
Septenber) regarding the 
mininum wage as protection for 
“the tapayer’s pocket” as well as 
for thetow-paid worker is an 
importmt one. 

SurpTsingly, those who currently 
argue fries favour have not 
etnphassed the fact that, in the 
absence >f a minimum wage, the 
taxpayers in effect subsidising the 
unscrupdous employer. 

The employer who uses the state 
benefit sytem to avoid paying a 
fair wage s not a new 
phenomeion. The Poor Law 
Report pmlished in 1834 noted 
that panshrelief not only relieved 
the uuempoyed but made up low 
wages to a bvel judged to be 
sufficient ftr maintenance. 

In rural asas some farmers, 
anxious to rtduce costs and aware 
that wages w?uld be made up to 
' subsistence hvel out of the rates, 
reduced wages and threw the cost 
of maintainin' their labourers on 
to the parish. 

VERONICA AB RADLEY 
St Leonards on Sea, 

East Sussex 

Sir Your repor.of the Stanton 
family’s tragedy(“Did cockroach 
spray kill little Oafre?" 5 
September) faigffights i the problem 
of indoor use of jesdddes. Tne 
London HazardsCeutre is often 
contacted by people whose 
employers have sprayed or are 
proposing to sprapesuades with 
the staffstill at then des ks, an d we 
hope our advice ha sometimes 

believe the remedial 
pesticide and woodpresetvative 
treatment industry oust be 
properly regulated aid that the UK 
fcsBdties approval ?stem is 

possibly toxic chemicals without 
assessing their likely harmful 
effects and taking steps to protect 
employees. In the Cernre s 
experience the best protection bes 



not in the under-funded Health 
and Safety Executive bnt is having 
an active trade union health and 
safety representative, since they 
can use their legal rights to 
information and consultation and 
enjoy some protection from 
victimisation over health and safety 
matters. 

TIM EVANS 
London Hazards Centre 
London NWS 


Schools cannot 
right race legacy 

Sir: What was Suzanne Moore 
trying to say (“The post-racist 
bubble bursts”, 6 September)? She 
seems to be a victim of the north 
that schools and teachers can 
cessfnDy counter inadequate 
social and family backgrounds. 

From 1960-19621 taught Yoruba 
boys in a school in the western 
region of Nigeria; later, in England, 
I taught Afro-Caribbean boys and 
gjrls. Their forefathers were 
probably taken as slaves from the 
same tribe, the Yoruba, to the West 
Indies. 

The difference in self-esteem 
and span of attention was striking. 
The Yoruba boys were proud of 
their language, culture and history. 
That pride and a firm femfly 
structure made them excellent 
students. 

Their distant cousins, however, 
had been subjected to a slave 
plantation ethos, had forgotten 
their original language and culture, 
had lost their family structure and 
had a veneer of Englishness which 
hindered rather than helped their 

^^WiS^e best intentions and the 
best resources, I and my colleagues 


could not make amends for their 
history. Isn’t that the point you are 
malting in your profile of the Asian 
and Ano-Caribbean students 
(“Pupils can expect to do better 
and better in exams, unless they are 
black. Why?”, 6 September). 

However hard they tty, however 
skilled and compassionate they ace, 
teachers can only remedy a few of 
the deficiencies of the home and 
history of their charges. 

KEN CLARK 
Bedford 


Sin Suzanne Moore’s argument 
(“The post-racist bubble bursts”, 6 
September) on the under- 
achievement of African Caribbean 
schoolchildren succumbs to the 
premise that underlies nearly all 
debates on the subject between the 
Swann Report of 1985 and the 
recent Ofsied findings. 

Tbs research of the late 
Professor Barry Trpyna has 
indicated that under-achievement 
may be a misnomer: “If the 
research data were standardised to 
take into account class and gender 
backgrounds the results would 
show few significant differences 
between black pupils and their 
white, working-class counterparts." 

Underrated, Troyna suggested, 
may better describe the condition 
of black schoolchildren, who are 
from predominantly working-class 


achievements may 
when they are compared with their 
rather than young people 


Professor ELLIS CASHMORE 
Staffordshire Umversny 
Stoke-on-Jrem 


Why we bombed 
Iraq in the 1920s 

Sir Patrick Cockburn, in his 
critique of the military action 
against Iraq (4 September), refers 
to the “bombing into submission” 
of the Iraqis in the 1920s. 

At the time the countrywas 
plagued by inter-tribal raiding, 
which it was our duty to curb. The 
British Army had an impossible 
task: the nature of the country 
ensured that slow-moving columns 
could never come to grips with the 
raiders, who in any case - in the 
way of guerrillas of ail ages - 
merged undetectably into the local 
population. 

What the Royal Air Force 
proposed was that they could better 
achieve the object by air action; it 
would also be considerably 
cheaper. Events proved the 
proposition correct. The tactic was 
to warn the village headman to 
desist his depredations on pain of 
having no village to return to; 
warning was always given of the 
im pending attack and casualties 
thereby avoided. 

ARTHUR SPEARMAN 
Samlesbwy Lancashire 

Sir: As part of your coverage of the 
Iraqi crisis, Christopher Bellamy's 


*^52s strike”, 6 September) on the 
strategic importance of the US 
base at Diego Gama made no 
mention of the island’s tragic 
history. AH he said was: “There is 
no town or civilian population on 
the fcland.” 

In 1967, in one of the most 


shameful episodes in post-war 
British bistoiy, the Labour 
government forcibly deported the 
islanders to Mauritius, where they 
lived in conditions of some 
hardship without adequate 
recompense for the kiss of their 
homeland and businesses. Many 
were reported to have committed 
suicide. This appalling example of 
Cold W&r rcaipoUtik enabled the 
Americans to have an 
“uninhabited” base in the Indian 
Ocean. In return, the Americans 
gave us nuclear warheads at a 
discount rate. 

ADRIAN TURNER 
London W5 


Grave concern 

Sin My experience of visiting the 
grave of WDliam Morris at 
Kelmscott contrasts hugely with 
that expressed by Dorothy Bfltdiffe 
(Letters, 28 August). 

The setting of the memorial 
within the churchyard is perfect; 
the introduction of signs or 
indicator boards is completely 
unnecessary and would be an 
affront to the very spirit of the 
place. The fact that moss and lichen 
thrive upon the stone slab is simply 
in keeping with aB the other roofs 
situated within the locality, and as 
for the idea of a “craft renovation” 
(whatever that may entail), Morris 
must be turning within die grave. 

What comes after that, a 
signposted “Montis Heritage” 
route from the M4G and a gift shop 
at the churchyard gates? 

MICHAEL MURPHY 
Chesterfield, Derbyshin 


Post letters to Letters to the Editor, and include a daytime telephone number. 

(Rue 0171-293 2056 ; e~maib lettm@mdependeni.ca.uk) Letters may be edited for length and clarity. 


Curb on the kerb 
brings new perils 

Sin Dr Mayer Hillman (letter, 5 
September) has nearly reached the 
height of anti-car absurdity. 1 am 
much more of a pedestrian and 
cyclist than a motorist; the idea of 
'paving intersections to the same 
level and with the same materials 
as the adjacent pavement” fills me 
with horror. 

^hWbat dobhnd people do, except 

when there is no distinction 
between pavement and road? Or 
children, who are taught that the 
pavement is a safe place and the 
kerb is where you take special care? 
Has Dr Hillman ever ridden on a 
bicycle -or in an ambulance - over 
a series of humps? 
CHSTANDHELD 
London W7 

Dirty diesels 

Sir: Why do drivers of large diesel- 
powered vehicles such as vans, 
coaches and, especially, minibuses 
leave their engines running when 
they are stationary? 

We’ve all seen, heard and smelt 
this while drivers make deliveries, 
stop for refreshments, await the 
return of sight-seeing passengers 
and so on. & there a technical 
reason, such as diesel engines 
being difficult to restart mien 
warm? 

If not, in the interests of their 
own financial well-being, together 
with the health of the passer-by and 
the environment, perhaps the 
operators could issue guidance to 
their drivers to switch off. It would 
be much appreciated 
W A WHITE 
Maplehurst, W&rf Sussex 


Privatised grief 
is hard to face 

Sin Bryan Appleyard (“While 
parents mourn, the nation 
watches", 6 September) unwittingly 
highlights and underlines the real 
problem experienced by many 
parents in our modern society 
when they suffer intense grief 
through the tragic death of their 
children (something I have 
personally experienced). 

Towards the end of his article he 
reminds us that “ultimately the real 
victims will have to survive alone”. 
And this is the paradox. For ail the 
“weirdly normalised” interest that 
is taken publicly by the media wbeD 
tragedies occur, the truth is that 
privately individuals are often 
stigmatised and isolated after a 
child's death, a time when they 
desperately need others to help 
them come to terms with the 
situation they are experiencing. 
Colin Parry hints at this. Talking to 
the media was. he felt, a safe way to 
express his emotions. 

It seems we can acknowledge 
others' grief from a safe distance 
packaged and presented on our 
television screens but not through 
individual interaction with each 
other. Does this distancing not 
reinforce the modern myth that 
everyone is led to expect but which 
no one can attain, of a “perfect” 
life? 

Does it not also expose the arid 
nature of today's society, in which 
loss of community support has 
occurred through the 
individualisation and privatisation 
of society? 

Brian Appleyard states “malting 
suffering routine makes it 
impossible” and that “privacy is 
essential to dignity^. Dignity is a 
red herring, and privatising grief is 
what makes it impossible for those 
suffering iL Is his plea merely: “I 
find even this remote display of 
these emotions uncomfortable, 
please keep them to youraelT? 

Mrs TERRY HEAD 
Eastleigh, 

Hampshire 


Meacher: green 
plans ignored 

Sin John Rentoui’s account of his 
interview with me as the new green 



Wfe discussed environmental 
policy for over an hour. Yet much of 
the article was a misrepresentation 
of certain ideas in my book. 
Diffusing Pbwer. 

I never said, in the interview or 
the book, that Labour should soak 
the rich. 1 never said, in the 
interview or the book, that there 
should be a ballot of employees to 
determine directors’ pay- 1 never 
said, in the interview or the book, 
that a growth dividend could or 
should all be spent on public 
investment. 

Yet Mr Rentoul has chosen to 
make these claims the centrepiece 

of his artide, while ignoring the 

range of environmental proposals I 

He has turned what could have 
been a serious article reporting on 
issues of vital concern to the 
electorate into a piece of cheap 
political sensationalism. 

1 hope this will not set a 
precedent for the Independent's 
political journalism in the run-up to 
the general election. 

MICHAEL MEACHER MP 
(Oldham West, Lab) 

Shadow Secretary of State for 
Environmental Protection 
House of Commons 
London SW1 
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: the education panic 


Lost in the blackboard jungle 

A flurry of new books on education points to a crisis in our schools - illiterate pupils, falling y 

teachers in the grip of phoney methods. In the first of two articles, Judith Judd asks if the alarm is jus e 


D ebate about the 
English education 
system is like a 
rollercoaster. We 
hurtle from one 
™***>nc to another,' shouting a 
deal along the way. Some 
amidren faBoffaswego but, as 
toey are not the children of 
I^ople who decide what hap- 
pens m schools, nobody takes 
much notice. 

c 2?^ biggest battle- 
netas is teaching methods. On 
the one hand there are the tra~ 
dmonalists (such as Melanie 
Phillips whose book All Must 
nave Prizes is out this week), 
who are convinced that stan- 
dards wDl rise if we go back to 
chalk-and-talk, rote learning 
and “whole -class" teaching. On 
the other hand there are the 

progressives who think learning 

should be fan and that children 
should find things out for 
themselves. 

The results are predictable. 
The Fifties (traditional) pro- 
duced children who were terri- 
fied by maths and bored by 
apparently pointless drills, while 
the Seventies and Eighties (pro- 
gressive) produced pupils who 
enjoyed maths more but were 
poor at basic arithmetic. 

At present, as a series of 
international studies shows that 
we lag behind our competi- 
tors, the traditionalists are in 
full ciy. Even Labour wants to 
go back to basics. A book to be 
published later this month by 
Professor Michael Barber, a 
party adviser, says that stan- 
dards are not high enough and 
that we must pay more atten- 
tion to literacy and numeracy. 

The dispute is not only about 
education. People take sides 
according to whether they 
believe children are naturally 
virtuous or vicious and whether 
they should be disciplined or 
liberated. Some even argue 
that, without correct gr ammar 
and spelling, the country must 
inevitably go to the dogs. Lord 
Tebbit, the former Tory party 
chairman, once blamed football 
hooliganism on the decline of 
lessons in grammar. 

Where so much emotion is 
generated, the claim that stan- 
dards are falling has to be 
examined with care. Com- 
plaints that things are not what 
they were have been common- 
place for more than a century. 

Inspectors believe literacy 
and numeracy standards may 
have slipped because schools 
have concentrated on improving 
other filings, such as creativity in 
English or a much wider range 
of concepts in maths. In modem 
languages, students learn less 
grammar because they spend 
more time learning how to 
speak the language. 

Put simply, standards have 
risen in some ways and proha- 



ing to reveal, to 

unwelcome truth aboat thar 

offspring's shortcomings, lie 
same notion lies behind tbeph- 
losophy of marking, when 
avo&spksteringa piece of w«K. 
inred ink and concentrates oily 
on the worst mistakes. 

Yet nobody, even the inspec- 
torate, knows how widespread 
“discover/’methods are. Aag- 
aiScaat minority is the best 
guess — many classrooms have 
not changed since the Fifties - 

and the number is in decline. 

Traditionalists are tilting at a 
disap pearing target. The hey- 
dSofreogressive methods was 
in the Seventies. As Dr Burns 

puts it; “There was a speUm the 

Seventies when we really lost 
spelling and punctuation accu- 
racy. That has all changed 

now.” . , 

The amount of whole-class 
t^yhmg is creeping up. Fifteen 
percent of primary schools now 
■set” pupils - dividing pupils by 



Bricks in the walk tra diti onalists want a return to regimented ‘whole-class' teaching - but would tumtr^J the dock back work? 


bly fallen a little in others. We 
have no way of knowing for 
sure: Her Majesty’s Inspectors 
did no systematic reporting on 
individual schools in tire Fifties 
and Sixties. 

Research suggests that 
reports of a crisis in literacy and 
numeracy are exaggerated. A 
recent repeat from the National 
Foundation for Educational 
Research, which has taken a 
national sample of children's 
reading regularly since the war, 
shows that, though standards 
have fluctuated slightly, they 
are now much the same as they 
were at the end of the war. A 
similar look at spelling by the 
Foundation between 1979 and 
1988 found that the spelling of 
11-year-olds had actually 
improved. 

The adult literacy courses of 
the Sixties and Seventies were 
set up to help adults who failed 
to leant the basics in the gram- 


mar and secondary modern 
schools of the Fifties. And 
greengrocers have been mis- 
placing apostrophes for as long 
as anyone can remember. 

Public exams are the main 
measure of standards and an 
impottftfttyeapon in the stan- 
dards war- Traditionalists argue 
that examiners have bent the 
rules follow more candidates 
to pass. Worse still, they say, 
examiners are neglecting gram- 
mar and spelling so that candi- 
dates with a weak grasp of lan- 
guage rules are getting good 
grades. Teachers say the rising 
pass rates for both GCSE and 
A-level reflect real improve- 
ments in standards. 

Francis Burns, aged 64, has 
been an examiner in English 
since 1959 when the 16-plus 
exam was O-level, taken by 
only the top 20 per cent of 
pupils. GCSE for all pupils has 
replaced O-level, but Dr Burns 


says examiners' reports on 
grammar, punctuation and 
spelling have changed remark- 
ably little. “Then, as now, we 
were complaining about people 
not knowing the difference 


which she trotted out as stock 
answers in the exams. “1 got top 
grades but they would not even 
get a C grade now. The stan- 
dards of writing in Pn gHsh have 
exploded.” She says candidates 


That slip - and the hand- 
wringing of university dons - 
may be explained by the huge 
increase in the proportion of 18- 
year-olds taking the exam. In the 
Fifties just 3 per cent of the age 


Lord TBbfait once blamed the rise of &ottell.hod%anism 




bn the decline of lessons in grammar 


There's no disguising 
problem toenails 


*■ J v-. 

f -V ' 



Thick, brittle, discoloured toenails may 
^ be caused by a fungal infection. For a free leaflet 
? ^EALTtt'^ V and advice on how they can be cured write to 
FREEPOST STEPWISE, Dept. WD100996.PO BOX 5314, London W6 
OGQ, or call FREEPHONE 0800 200 210. 

FREEPHONE 0800 200 210 


between were and where, its 
and it’s and using commas 
instead of full stops.” 

But there has been a change 
in the way spelling in exams is 
marked. In the Fifties and Six- 
ties, pupils invariably lost marks 
for wrong spelling. “That meant 
that good girls' schools drilled 
pupils to do very dull, compe- 
tent writing, and not to try 
words they weren’t sure they 
could spell” 

The traditionalists, however, 
are not just worried about the 
GCSE University dons have 
joined the lament that progres- 
sive notions have even affected 
the A-level, and that students 
with good grades are arriving at 
university unable to use com- 
mas or participles correctly. 

Anne Barnes, an English 
examiner and general secretary 
of the National Association for 
the Teaching of English, has 
kept her old A-level essays 


read a wider range of 
s, write with more vitality 
Foffer a more sophisticated 
analysis of the texts. “I think 
there has been a slip in the stan- 
dards of grammar and spelling 
but not enough to .be really wor- 
rying. And the gains in the 
quality of writing more than 
compensate for the difference.” 


group took A-leyeL Now more 
than a third are candidates. An 
inspectors' report two years ago 
found that the cleverest A-level 
candidates were doing better 
than ever - and they could write 
and spell correctly - though 
there was a long tail of people 
who couldn't 

So the case that standards are 


THE CHARGES AGAINST EDUCATION 


• Staodairis are falling. We' -face a rising tide of illiteracy. 
^Grammar and Spelling are in catastrophic decline. 

' « Public exam standards : have fallen, dramatically. 
Qcaminers dq hot penalise grammatical errors in English or 
foreign fanjgiages. 7 '• ’•'*/. '• : •" 

« Teachers have, stoppted teaching. Children ate not taugit 
knowfadgp but are‘ jehcouraged to find, out .thin^v for. 
themselves. , • . 

• Teachers are -so worried about demoralising pupils that 
they do. not-comect their work. . 

• Because of their egalitarian philosophy, teachers refuse 

to set and stream children. . ._ T \ 


Photograph: Kobal Collection 


in catastrophic decline does not 
stand up. Yet the combatants in 
the standards war are so busy 
arguing about this that they fail 
to make the only point that mat- 
ters: that standards are not high 
enough. In most international 
league tables on maths and 
reading we come below the 
middle, and far below the tiger 
economies of the East 
Wlty? Traditionalists blame 
teaching methods, the notions 
that teachers should guide 
rather than instruct, and that 
children should discover things 
for themselves rather than 
being told. They have a point 
Undoubtedly, there are pri- 
mary schools where children 
work in small, mixed ability 
groaps at tables and where 
teachers do not do enough 
teaching. Research from Pro- 
fessor David Rttynolds of New- 
castle University shows that 
teachers use whole-dass teach- 
ing much less frequently than in 
most other countries. Worst of 
all say HM1, are classes where 
pupils plough their way through 
individual published work 
schemes with little or no inter- 
vention from the teacher. 

Inspectors aiso complain tftai 
-sometimes for ideological rea- 
sons- teachers are failing to give 
pupils hard messages. An HMI 
report on school reports last 
year accused teachers of rcftis- 


courses the vast majority are set- 
ting in most subjects. Most 
inspectors’ reports say teachers 
use a mixture of methods. 

The power of local authority 
advisers and inspectors who 
led the fight for progressive 
methods through their hold 
over appointments and pro- 
motion has dwindled. 

Even if trendy methods were 
as common as their opponents 
believe, they would not supply, 
the whole explanation for : 
Britain’s failure to do better.; 
Why would reading standards 
have remained the same since 
the war. despite changing teach- 
ing methods? How are the adul 
illiterates of the Sixties ani 
Seventies, educated in the fcrv 
ditional Fifties, to be explainer? 

The most consistent con- 
plaint in inspectors' reportsis 
that teachers' expectations ee 
too low. Hie reasons for thatie 
beyond as well as within he 
school gates. Ours is a socity 
which undervalues schoolng. 
admires entrepreneurs witiout 
0-1 eve Is, distrusts teach ersind 
pays them too tittle. 

The danger now is that 
everybody from the Lsbou 
Party rightwards will go gal 
loping back to the supposed! 
halcyon days of the Fifties whet 
pupils did not move from tbei 
serried rows and the teache 
stood by the blackboard. I 
failed then and will fail again. 

Schools need to move for 
ward, not back, and to explore 
the type of whole-dass teachin, 
used ui other countries whic 
demands responses from inc 
vidual children. They cann 
pretend that computers a 
calculators have not be 
invented, that the same s 
will be needed for the next 
luty as for this, and that hi 
education should be go 



out boring lessons, be reinj 
duccd in the 21st century. 

Tomorrow: Sp« 
the rod... 


Time to end classroom ‘apartheii 

A leading Tory wants to end the elitism of public schools. Donald Macintyre explli 


E xcited about the forth- 
coming election? Then 
consider this and despair, 
the most adventurous idea you 
will hear from a politician this 
year won’t figure m the cam- 
paign at alL It belongs to an MP 
who can’t even be bothered to 
slay in Parliament any longer, ft 
brutally exposes the sterility of 
the current slanging match over 
which party will cost the tax- 
payer the least money. 

It would do more, in lime, to 
transform Britain's education 
system, and perhaps our long- 
term economic prospects as 
well, than anything you are 
likely to hear between now and 
polling day. It confronts the 
utterly central, and utterly 
taboo, question of what to do 
about what are called, in per- 
haps the most spectacular 
euphemism in the English lan- 
guage, the public schools. 

The big idea in a forthcom- 
ing book hy George Wtiden is 
Ibis: you will never truly make 
the country’s education system 
work unless you tackle the 
peculiarly British apartheid 
between the state and private 
sectors in education, Walden 
comindugh’ nails the lie that 
the doesn’t matter, with some 
awesome statistics about the 
greater academic effectiveness 
of the private schools. Seven 
per cent of parents send their 


£ 


children into the private sector, 
yet that same private sector 
provides 25 per cent of those in 
higher education, and 6S per 
cent of all physics GCSE "A" 
grades. And so on. 

As he paints out, the UK is 
the world’s only advanced 
nation in which the “moneyed 
and professional classes ... 
reject the system of education 
used by the overwhelming 
majority pretty well out of hand, 
as an inferior product.” And he 
fantasises to devastating effect 
about the interest such an elite 
woald late -as it does in France 
- m the slate system if they were 
actually obliged to use it. 

But Walden's answer isn’t 
abolition. His solution is to 
begin luring independent 
schools, starting with the former 
direct grant day-schools like 
Manchester Grammar, back 
into the state sector. There 
would be open entry- - based on 
a common academic standard - 
to all such schools. Parents who 
could afford to pay would con- 
tinue to do so, but academic 
potential rather than ability to 
pay would be the only entry cri- 
terion. The cost of providing 
free places in such schools 
would be met from a mixture of 
private and public finance - 
including, for starters, the entire 
budgeted COOm for the 
Assisted Haas Scheme. Walden 


foresees two gradual conse- 
quences: some of the rich, no 
longer protected from genuinely 
open competition for indepen- 
dent school places, might find 
that they had either to buy 
places at academically less effec- 
tive private schools - or even the 
state sector, which they would 
suddenly start caring about vciy 
much indeed. And private 
schools initially outside 
Walden’s envisaged new Open 
Sector might fee) they have lo 

George Walden 
isn’t everyone’s 
favourite MP. He’s 
an intellectual 


join it in time simply to maintain 
competitive academic standards. 

Walden isn’t everyone's 
favourite MP. He’s an intellec- 
tual. unusual among modem 
politicians in Britain, though 
not of course in the rest of 
Europe. Even more unfashion- 
ably he speaks many languages 
and has been to a lot of univer- 
sities. He Is an ex-Foreign Office 
mandarin with some of the 
aloofness i »f that trade. He is not 
particularly - that most beloved 
ofliire qualities - c&thiubie. 

■m 


But if many of his fellow Tory 
MPs. particularly on the right, 
were suspicious of him before, 
it’s nothing to what they are 
going to t'eei now. He is with- 
ering. for example, about the 
Assisted Places Scheme, now to 
he doubled by John Major as a 
means of providing state- 
financed places in the private 
sector. He regards the APS, 
which all too often benefits 
quite well-off parents who 
would buy private education 
anyway, as at best patronising, 
at worst grubbily corrupt. And 
he flies directly in ihe face of 
Conservative orthodoxy by 
arguing unashamedly that his 
ideas wQI only begin ‘to work if 
an extra £5hn a year is room 
throughout the stale sector - 
including on universal nursery 
education from three to five 
and a new generation of tech- 
nical schools. He even suggests 
ways of funding such spendine- 
ijrang child benefit, running 
down mortgage interest tax 
relief, and VAT on hooks, news- 
papers and magazines 
* u l l Walden knows 
* a ‘ hls *X aI challenge is to 
Labour. On the face of it 
labour s proclaimed opposi- 
precluded Tbny 
ulu fn>1 T it (though 

f I i'pfas and is persuasively in 
favnur of Lhe German system 


which allows flexibility ip to the 
age of 14.) But the pw over 
Hamel Harman’s clpice of a 
grammar school for rar son has 
exposed the contoiions the 
party now has to perform on 
Uiis issue. The bigget contra- 
il*? 11 of alt is tha^ selection 
within the state sjrtem isn’t 
inherently un-sociafet (Walden 
hilariously describes trying to 
explain the compr tneosive sys- 
tem to an incred Jous educa- 
tion minister in Cnina), but a 
nourishing priva i Sector which 
up the chjdren of the 
elite is just that. / 

. a&misiii over a return 

to Mreammg milt state system. 
Labour plans tdleave the pri- ' 
yate sector just i it is. And that 
is a national education policy 
conduced wilt the left hand 

Bter is a chandE to end this cor- 
rosjve segregation without 
Uy high academic 

sfantfanfc anfcral 

on offer or tie best of private 
S°°ls. For tony Blair, now in 
^ittifbecfnng the first pri* 

. tely edueded Prime Minister 
that would 
s^ely be ahri ze worth having. 

lhi'?f ul f now h***: S 01 ™* 

Wn^ UCa L n George 

WMcn published m Septet 
he? 16 (Ffurai Estate, £9.99). ■ 
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the commentators 


When losing your bottle unravels the knot 


} 

•i- 

'7 


J-Ralph^iieriP^^Ppher called 

me deeply. Hereu“ hlch louched 

ptoy^pwfcSphCT ^ unera - 

degree. CaTvou a fim-class 
noticed that from SfiE, ™ c? . 1 bave 
engage the ? ou 

answer reader's auSLP 1 e ?P erls to 

^sselwsSsSSS^ 

•** * 

stmas. Mr nUerbeiiHwi P'obkm for 

HESr^s 

answers. The three commonest bonle 


ooloars arc green, brown and clear, 
therefore the bottle recyders offer 
facilities for these three. It does not 
therefore follow that they actually 
want bottles of any other colour, or 
that the black bottle should be put in 
any of the three pre-existing cate- 
gories. Wbuld you take a bright red 
bottle to a bottle bank,? I thfriic not. 
Would yon take a bright blue bottle, 
of the land favoured by glass-makers 
jp the Bristol area? Not unless you 
lived in Bristol, where for all I know 
they have bottle banks for blue glass. 

Sony, r m last. Are you saying that J 
should just throw black bottles in the bin? 

Ralph Tfclterbein writes: Yes. 

Is Ralph TeBerbeih your real name or 
tsitan assumed name? 

Ralph TcHerbein writes: What is a 
real name? What is a false name? You 
speak of an “ assume d” name, but all 
panics are assumed. None of us are 
born with a name. They 3re all given 
to us. Some we assume for ourselves, 
to that extent, all names are falsa But 
they are also all real, because any 
name that is chosen for or by a per- 



Miles Kington 


son therefore becomes real. What is 
Madonna’s “real" name? What was 
Eva Peron's real name? What is 
Baroness Thatcher’s real name? She 
started out life as Margaret Roberts, 
then became Mrs Margaret Thatcher, 
and has ended up as Baroness 
Thatcher - in other words, has dis- 
carded or changed all the names she 
bad in Grantham. What is her “real" 
name? It is the same thing with 
bearded men. 

What is the same thing with bearded 
men? 


Ralph Tellerbein writes: When men 
grew beards, you often hear friends say 
that they can hardly remember what 
the bearded one “really looks like", fa 
fad, it is the man with a beard who has 
the natural appearance. That is what 
he really looks like. It is those of us 
who are shaven of whom it should be 
asked: what does he really look like? 

What has that got to do with people's 
names and Baroness Thatcher’s titles? 

Ralph leQerbuin writes: Nothing. I 
just thought I would throw it in to 
sound impressive. Tt's an old philoso- 
pher's trick. 

Which old philosopher? 

Ralph Tellerbein writes: All old 
philosophers. 

How should I vote in the next gen- 
eral election? 

Ralph Tellerbein writes: Vfery slowly 
and very noisily - if possible, very 
drunkenly. As the process is almost 
entirely meaningless and insignifi- 
cant, you might as well get as much 
fun out of it as possible. 

/ really meant, which party should I 
vote for? 


Ralph Tellerbein writes: Then you 
should have said so. You should have 
said. “What shall I vote?" and not 
“Hew shall I vote?", winch means 
something quite different. 

When you say you ok an unem- 
ployed philosopher Mr Tellerbein, what 
do you mean by this? Doyou mean that 
you are unemployed as a philosopher 
'but employed as something else? Do you 
mean that you an a philosopher who 
is not employed as anything including 
y? Or do you mean that you 
'are a philosopher who has given up the 
halm of philosophy? 

Ralph Tellerbein writes: None of 
these. In fact, l lied in my letter to Mr 
Kington. I am actually in real life a 
researcher for Esther Rantzen who 
has gone undercover in an NHS hos- 
pital for four weeks masquerading as 
a patient, and time has lain heavy on 
my hands, so 1 hove takes to writing 
fake letters to the media. 

Miles Kington writes: If I bad known 
this earlier, 1 would never have let Mr 
TeQerbein take over the column for a 
day. Rest assured, he will not be back. 


Science, the new 

Popular scientific writing sells by 
the crate. But glib answers to the 
sig questions threaten its integrity, 
says Andrew Brown 



T he only popular chemistry 
is sexual chemistry. Almost 
every science can sell books 
m vast quantities - except 
chemistry. When this point 
was raised last week at a conference on 
communicating science, at Jesus Col- 
lege. Cambridge, there were two reac- 
Uons. The first was a general laugh 
from a largely scientific audience. The 
second was Ural an outraged chemist 
rose to his feet, and asked how anyone 
could say that chemistry was unpopu- 
lar when Prime Levi sold so well? 

This rather made the point, I 
thought. Lew wrote If this is a Man, not 
If this is a Chemist. He was a great 
writer and a chemist, but the two 
trades were distinct in his mind. Some 
of his books use chemistry as a frame 
on which to peg memories of his time 
in concentration camps. Yet they are 
jnot about chemistry in any obvious 
-^Jhtse. but about the fundamentals of 
human life. They use ideas and terms 
from chemistry to illuminate the world 
from the side, as it were. The science 
books that sell, on the other hand, pur- 
port to show us the world as it actu- 
ally is. They have authority. 

Chemistry is not the onfy science 
excluded from this magic circle. 
According to Ravi Merchandi, one of 
the leading scientific publishers in 
Britain, there are only about four sub- 
jects that sell really well: cosmology, 
evolutionary biology, paleoanthropol- 
ogy. and brain science. But any of these 
subjects can hit the jackpot - at least 
in this country. Britain leads the world 
in the consumption of popular science 
books. Advances paid for them here 
are greater, for die size of the popu- 
lation, than anywhere else in the world, 
and a trend towards larger advances 
and greater sales for the lucky few has 
been continuing for the past 20 years. 

Other countries are enthusiastic, 
too, but only for their own authors. Hie 
French will buy anything written by a 
French scientist, the Americans prefe r 
Stephen Jay Gould to Richard Dawkins 
ana so on. This is unlikely to reflect 
preferences for different perspectives 
on evolutionary biology. It suggests 
something deeper and more irrational 
is at work in the popularity of science. 
Why do people buy these boobs? 
JlMerchandi's answer is simple: They 
’provide “grown-up answers to the 
questions children ask: ‘Why are we 
here? Where are we going? What was 
in the beginning?'" 


This looks like unmitigated good 
news. To the optimist, sales of popular 
science books represents the triumph 
of enlightenment, driving out ignoranoe 
and superstition. Religious questions 
are finally getting scientific answers. 
The trouble with this optimism is that 
the evidence suggests that if you ask a 
religious question you get a religious 
answer, whether or not this is dressed 
up with scientific illustrations. 

It would be wonderful if people 
bought Stephen Hawking and not 
astrology, but the evidence suggests the 
same auddence buys both. The boom in 
popular science writing has coincided 
with a boom in the sort of books that 
seem diametrically opposed to it. There 
is nothing so far-fetched and scientifi- 
cally impossible that, you cannot make 
a decent firing publishing books assert- 
ing its truth. Against The Double Helix, 
or Wonderful Life are ranged shelves of 
astrology, homoeopathy for cats, the 
tomb of Jesus found in the Dordogne, 
or aromatherapy for dolphins. (I made 
op only one of these titles.) 

More worrying for some scientists 
was the confusion between legitimate 
science and pseudo-science in books 
that purported to be straight This 
probably started small, in quantum 
physics. “There are terrible books 
written, whose basic premise is that 
quantum physics is very peculiar, and 
after quantum physics, anything goes," 
said John Polkmghome, a former 
physicist turned priest 

“There is a tremendous obligation - 
in those who write about science not 
to stoke up the x factor, but to try lay 
(heir matter out in as dear and acces- 
sible a way as possible; and to dis- 
criminale between mainstream science 
and the fringe." 

John Po Dough orae’s own books, it 
is fair to say, tend to sell to a largely 
Christian audience and are published 
by the sober and sensible SPCK. They 
are not how he makes his living. Any- 
one trying to sell a book into the wider 
marketplace has to hype up its impor- 
tance. This applies still more to the 
reporting of science, as Tbm Wilde, 
the former science editor of this news- 
paper, told the conference. 

There was a steady trend, he said, 
for all types of reporting to move 
towards the rules of political report- 
ing where both rides are given their 
say. In this way, be said, the one thing 
you do not ask yourself is whether the 
speech you report is true or not, only 



whether it you are reporting it accu- 
rately. It is impossible in political 
controversies for both sides to be 
telling the troth. It is possible that both 
are lying. Yet both are reported as if 
their views were of equal weight In 
general we regard this process as the 
foundation of democratic debate. 
Only by trying to give the powerless 
the same amount of time as the pow- 
erful can we ensure debate is fair. But 
adversarial debate has its own distor- 
tions, no less than authoritarianism. 
When this pattern of reporting is 
applied to science, the pressure is 
always to give the cranks equal time 
with mainstream scientists. 

Al moments when real science finds 
itself unable to speak with unequivo- 
cal authority, such as the BSE crisis, 
bad science, pseudo-science and wish- 
ful thinking rush to fill the gap. 

Ravi Merchandi had seen a link 


between the consumption of popular 
science books in Btitam and the dedme 
of religion. Here there is another link. 
For it is a peculiar feature of religious 
reporting in the secular media that no 
one ever asks the question of whether 
it could possibly be true. All religious 
or metaphysical assertions are treated 
as equally probable or improbable. 
Moms Cerullo gets as much space as 
the Ayatollah Khomeini. The Pope’s 
opinions are treated on a par with 
George Austin. All that matters is that 
they make a pretty contrast and enter- 
tain the readers. 

Science reporting has not readied 
that stage, at least in the serious 
media. But there is every sign that it 
is getting there. The distinction 
between science and pseudo-science, 
and even between science and religion, 
so clear and dear to the scientist, has 
v anish ed in the marketplace. It is 


easy to blame all this on the market. 
But I think it's wrong to do so. The 
modem entertainment industry, into 
which aD other human activities are 
slowly being sucked, is the greatest 
instrument ever devised for finding out 
what people want and giving it them. 
We who serve it may be wrong to do 
so, but we do not create the desires we 
satisfy. If the science that consumers 
want is deeply unscientific, that is not 
our fault. It is a thought I find pro- 
foundly depressing, but perhaps what 
is wrong with popular science writing 
is not that it gets the science wrong - 
for most of it is scrupulously accurate 
- but that it makes the religion and 
involved seem too easy, 
thirst for truth, said AE Hous- 
man, is the feeblest of all human pas- 
sions . The lesson I took away from 
Cambridge is that the longing for cer- 
tainty is much stronger. 


At last, the tide is turning for trade unions 

Mill-inns want to join up And most people think the boss has too much power, says John Monks 


T his week in Blackpool Britiun s 
trade unions will set themselves 
the challenge of reaching out to 
the . new insecure world of work. Our 
membership has fallen from more 
than 12 million to less tbai i seven nut- 
lion since 1979 and we are determined 

to halt that slide. 

Thai is why this year s congress slo- 
gan is “new unionism - organism g for 
growth". New unionism is the same 
Same given to the movement that^w 
trade unionism break out from its aaft 
base to recruit uosWHed M and 
newly employed women at the end of 
the last century. This ts \ no easy chal- 
lenge. We know that 
world of work have made aunob 
difficult, but also more p® 6 ® 8 ®*** . 

Brin in's trade unions remain 
HaS SU pp^ners of Eunye. Wtai 
is wrong with Britain today came 
from across the All anUc.no t th 

Channel. Deregulation, wej&resl^i 

-and-bum and tax cuts for the super- 
tidi are not the Brussefc way- 
Jpbfitidans may hope that 

about EMU wfil go away,but^««r 

difficult the issue it has to * 
fronted. On 


signing np to the single currency, 
rather than pay a heavy price in jobs 
and prosperity for remaining outside. 

One in seven of us has known 
unemployment since the 1992 general 
election and one in three will weak part 
time by the turn of the century. Five 
milli on earn less than £4 an hour. 

Yesterday we released market- 
research showing that up to5 mfllioD 
people at work today are not union 
members but would like trade unions 
to negotiate on their behalf. Our mes- 
sage to these union wannabes is that 
we want non-union Britain to share 
the benefits of union Britain. Half of 
all employees are in workplaces where 
unions are still recognised. Eighty-five 
out of the top 100 British companies 
negotiate with unions. Unionised 
workplaces have better training, fewer 
redundancies and less labour turnover. 

Responsible employers are drop- 
ping their knee-jerk opposition to mm- 
nnum standards at work. Each survey 
seems to ritew a further swing towards 
support for such refoims as amimmum 
No British firm compelled to 
establish a European works council 
because of operations m Europe has 


fronted. On advantage of the UKopt-out to 


Our aim this week is to build an 
alliance with good employers against 
the bad Proper minimum standards 
protect the employer seeking tong- 
term success from unfair undercutting. 
Today, those that train find their staff 
poached by those who don't. 

But this is not to say that everything 
is perfect in unionised workplaces. 
This year’s congress will also explore 
what the stakeholder agenda should 
mean for employees. We will be dis- 

Labour has nothing to 
fear from its 
workplace policies 

cussing how we can rise to the chal- 
lenge set to us by Gillian Shephard at 
a TUC conference to work with 
employers to promote training in 
every workplace. 

So far I have not dealt with what is 
always supposed to be the main story 
of every TUC - our relations with 
Labour and our wider political stance. 
This is deliberate. 

Onr most important relationship as 


trade unions is with our members and 
those' at work. Second come the 

sS to do so. Only then come our 
political relationships. So while I am 
now reconciled to It, it still makes me 
angry to see every TUC treated by 
many as little more than a dress 
rehearsal Labour Party conference. 

In any case, our most pressing prob- 
lems are with the current government. 
Brian Mawhinney, the Conservative 
Party chairman, wants to get tough on 
unions in the mistaken belief that this 
will be electoraDy popular. Michael 
Heseltine, President of the Board of 
Thade, is still keen to abolish employ- 
ment rights for these who work in small 
firms. Defeating these plans form our 
immediate political objectives. 

Longer term the political horizon is 
bright and promising. I take nothing 
for granted but an election is likely to 
bring the near universal government 
hostility to trade unions to an end. 

Labours proposals do not always go 
as far as we would want, and no 
doubt some will say that this week. But 
labour does promise a deceive break 
from when we have had to score our 
goals playing uphill while the other 
side changed the rules as they saw fit 


/** 


Indeed, the poll we published yes- 
terday shows Labour has nothing to 
fear from these policies. I know some 
in Labour are keener on promoting 
what they do not say, rather than what 
they do. I understand fears that peo- 
ple will believe Tory propaganda that 
Labour only supports new employ- 
ment policies because unions do. 

But such policies are papular even 
with Tory voters. Most people think 
power has swung too far towards the 
autocratic boas. They want Labour to 
offer a level playing field and will see 
the party’s employment rights package 
as a fair set of workplace rules with 
valuable new rights for every emp&ayee. 
And we know that in practice they will 
only be made reality by union action. 

We have set ourselves the task this 
congress of returning to onr roots, by 
going out and organising. Labour’s 
proposals won't do this for us. We will 
still have to make the case for trade 
unionism. But when we have recruited 
and oreanised, employers will have to 
listen. That win make it that much eas- 
ier to make the case for trade union- 
ism. And that’s fine by me. 

The author is secretary general of the 
Hades Union Congress. 


Whatever 
happened to the 
green market? 

Eco-shopping is down, but will rise 
again, says Nicholas Schoon 


C hange your shopping 
habits and save the 
world. These days that 
sounds daft, but in the great 
Green Shopping Boom at the 
end of the 1980s some people 
took it very seriously indeed 
The retailers and manufactur- 
ers did so because there was 
market share to be won and 
money to be made from offer- 
ing the punters “environment- 
friendly" products with joBy 
green labels attached. 

A tot of the shoppers took it 
seriously too, because they felt 
guilty about the environment. 
There they were in boom 
Britain, wanting to enjoy the 
feeling of prosperity but highly 
receptive to the notion that 
pollution was mounting and 
nature on the run. How conve- 
nient. then, to believe you could 
be a friend of the earth by buy- 
ing recycled lavatory paper. 

But for the past six years the 
green consumer revolution has 
been either treading water or 
quietly retreating. Once there 
were whole sections of super- 
markets devoted to products 
which claimed to be environ- 
ment-friendly. Several of the 
big chains developed their 
“own-label" green brands. 
Since then the number of prod- 
uct lines sporting those labels 
has shrunk drastically on 
shelves across the land. And 
yesterday, when J Sainsbury's 
published its first annual envi- 
ronment report, the giant 
admitted that it had withdrawn 
a dutch of its Greencare house- 
hold cleaning products because 
they bad “no environmental 
advantage over standard 
products." 

So is it the idea of green con- 
sumption which is doomed, 
rather than the planet itself? 
Not at all: it will be back 
because it has a role to play in 
protecting the environment. 
But it will only return in a 
more sensible and useful form, 
able to make a contribution, if 
we leant from our mistakes. 

Mistake number one is the 
term “environment-friendly.” 
There is no product available in 
supermarkets which really mer- 
its this description; at the very 
least it has travelled many 
dozens of miles from factory to 
distribution depot to super- 
store in a fossu-fuel-burning, 
fume-belching juggernaut. I 
cannot think of any happy, pos- 
itive, brief way of saying “this 
product does less harm to our 
environment that its rivals" but 
that is the correct expression 
for any green label, and if we 
lose sight of it then we are fool- 
ing ourselves. 

Mistake number two was the 


failure to insist on ihe standards 
and scrutiny that were needed 
to make tbe thousands of green 
claims credible. Without some 
authoritative body able to 
check and endorse the claims, 
some of the public were bound 
to grow sceptical. 

The Government made the 
mistake of letting the European 
Commission devise a EU-wide 
“eco-labelling" scheme instead 
of coming up quickly with a 
rough-and-ready Britisb-only 
one. The European Commis- 
sion took ages to get its eco- 
labels sorted out and com- 
pletely missed the moment. 
The fast of them, with their 12 
stars and flower logo, haw only 
begun to trickle out for a few 
types of product in the past year 
and a half, once green con- 
sumption was really in the 
doldrums. 

I doubt whether you can 
have an effective, long-lasting 
shift towards greener con- 
sumption without the Govern- 
ment being fully on board. Per- 
haps the best example is the 
switch from leaded to unleaded 
fuel. Only when the state had 
decided that leaded should be 

Green consumption 
will only return 
if we learn from 
our mistakes 


taxed more heavily than 
unleaded did the real shift get 
underway. Before then, 
motorists may have felt bad 
about using a fuel which pro- 
duced a potent neurotoxin and 
could damage children’s brains, 
but veiy few did anything about 
iL 

If there is strong and sus- 
tained economic growth then 
green consumption is likely to 
revive and become a subject of 
debate. But there is a much big- 
ger debate to be had about 
what sort of shift in values, 
rather than “consumption pat- 
terns” and shopping choices, 
may be needed to protect the 
environment for our children 
and grandchildren. We live in a 
society which encourages us, 
almost every second, to believe 
that we are what we consume. 
The thought of us actually 
wanting to earn less and con- 
sume less for the sake of the 
planet, or our mental well- 
being, or both, is one that our 
political and business leaders 
simply cannot cope with. This 
is the real green consumer rev- 
olution ana it may never come. 


ELEGANT. 

BEAUTIFUL. 

PROUD. 

SOON SHE GOULD BE 
DEAD FROM HUNGER. 



Sophina Wambol Is typical of thousands of elderly 
people living in atrocious conditions overseas right 
now. Living in a tiny, insanitary shack, she ia 
struggling to su rvive on a handful of rice a day. 
Without help soon, she could die. 

Yet hy sponsoring an elderly person such as 
Sophina for Just £10 a month, you could provide 
them with life- saving supplies of food, medicines 
and pinthtng - and help give them hack the dignity 
they deserve. 

In return, ycruTl receive regular reports that keep 
you in touch with your adopted grandparent. For 
more details, please complete tfaa form below. 
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Morgan funds 

may need more 
Deutsche cash 


Investment Wilson B OT^ILqegatag^- „ 

^ jg 
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ESS EDITOR: JE REMY WARNER 


Niccicum 
and JILL TREANOR 

Another £39m was yesterday 
taken out of the three be- 
leagured Morgan Grenfell 
funds, b ringing the total re- 
demptions since trading re- 
sumed on Thursday to £23 Ora. 

There is concern that this is 
already close to the £3 00m 
cash the funds have as a pro- 
tection against a run. 

Any further deterioration 
could force the parent, 
Deutsche Bank, to pump in 
more funds on top of the £lSOm 
supplied last week. 

Sources close to the affair de- 
nied that there was any pressure 
to top up the funds, but it is 
likely that contingency plans 
have been discussed in case the 
ceiling is breached. 

Morgan Grenfell said yes- 
terday’s £3 9m was well below 
the £93m sold on Friday. 

A spokesman claimed the 
tide bad turned after a fall 
from 90.000 to 75,000 investors 
in the funds.. He said: “As ex- 
pected, the rate of redemptions 
has stowed significantly. There 
is still enough cash in the funds 
and we will continue to moni- 
tor the situation closely.” 

Experts believe that if re- 
demptions continue even at 
the new lower level, some of the 
underlying securities would 
have to be sold in a hurry, and 
unitholders could lose oul 

Andrew Beagley, head of in- 
vestment funds policy at Imro, 
said Morgan Grenfell still had 
several options to counter this 
threat 

In the event of rapid sell-offs 
of units, a manager can ask the 
trustees for permission to raise 
a loan of up to 10 per cent of 
the fund's value, in order to 
meet redemptions. 

Alternatively, Deutsche Bank 
has the option of injecting cash 
in the three funds by becoi ‘ 
a big unitholder m them, thoi 


there are regulatory difficulties 
to surmount if the cash is used 
to repay unitholders. 

In a letter to unitholders, the 
second in four days, Morgan 
Grenfell said: “If, following in- 
vestigations, compensation is 
found to be due to investors in 
these funds under Imro rules or 
any other applicable legisla- 
tion then it will be paid by us. 

“This win be the casewhkher 
or not investors have subse- 
quently sold their investments 
in these funds." 

Other unit trust managers 
have jumped on the problems 
at Morgan Grenfell and of- 
fered investors the chance to sell 
out of their Morgan Grenfell 
units and buy into their own unit 
trusts at no initial chaise. 

Meanwhile a team of foren- 
sic accountants employed by 
Ernst & Young, the accountancy 
firm, is working round the dock 
to delve into a Jersey account 
held by Mr Young. 

The account contained most 
of the shares in a mysterious 
Luxembourg firm, Russ Oil & 
Technology, which was cited in 
the injuction last week in which 
Morgan Grenfell froze Mr 
Young’s assets. 

The Jersey account, believed 
to be a “nominee" account, used 
by Morgan Grenfell employees 
for tax reasons when they re- 
ceive their bonuses in shares, is 
perplexing investigators as con- 
fusion appears to surround the 
status of Russ OIL 

The company bought much 
of a share placing by oil explo- 
ration firm Solv-Ex, handled by 
the brokerage firm Fiba Nordic 
Securities which has also be- 
come wrapped up in the affair. 

Fiba, which does not deal for 
private clients, believed Russ Oil 
was owned by Morgan GrenfeU 
The contents of the Jersey ac- 
count stunned Morgan Grenfefl. 

Russ Oil & Technology may 
have been one of the Luxem- 
bourg firms set up by Mr Young 


to help hide the extent of his ex- 
posure to unlisted, risky high 
technology stocks in Scandan- 
via. 

Another brokerage firm. Ice 
Securities, which specialises in 
pricing unlisted stocks, was 
asked by Mr Young to value the 
unlisted Luxembourg compa- 
nies with a view to bundling 
them together to list them on a 
stock exchange. 

Ice Securities said it was first 
hired by Morgan Grenfefl on 15 
July and continues to work for 
the asset management opera- 
tion. 

Peters & Feteis, the solicitors 
representing Mr Young, said 
yesterday that there had been 
no allegations of criminality. 
The Serious Fraud Office had 
not opened a case on tiie affair 
but is aware of the inquiry and 
has been in contact with Imro. 

The highly sensitive issue of 
Deutsche Bank’s triple-A cred- 
it rating - one of only a hand- 
ful world-wide to have this 
status - was highlighted when 
Moody’s Investors Service said 
it was looking at the imphcatious 
of the Morgan Grenfell Asset 
Management situation. 

Linda Montag, a senior ana- 
lyst at Moody's, described 
Morgan Grenfell as “another is- 
sue to look at”. Moody's said in 
July that Deutsche's rating had 
been given a “negative out- 
look” because of deterioratiop 
in earnings and growing busi- 
ness risks as it expands mto in- 
vestment banking. 

But she said there was no ac- 
tual review; under way of, 
Deutsche’s credit rating, which 
would be a much more serious 
issue for its standing in the bond 
markets because a review im- 
plies pressure fora reduction. 

Apart from Deutsche, Union 
Bank of Switzerland and 
Rabobank of the Netherlands 
are the only other banks to en- 
joy triple-A rating withoutany 
kind of sovereign guarantee. 


Outgoing Morton savs agreement must serve shareholders 


’ interests 



Sir Aiastair Morton walking off stage yesterday after delivering Ms test set of results Photograph: Andrew Buurman 

Eurotunnel £8bn debt deal close 


MICHAEL HARRISON 

Eurotunnel, the Channel tunnel 
operator, is on course to reach 
agreement on the rescheduling 
ofits£8bndebt mountain by the 
end of next month, its outgoing 
chairman, Sir Aiastair Morton, 
said yesterday. 

Announcing that he will 
retire from Eurotunnel around 
the end of October after nine 
and halfyearsatthe helm. Sir 
Aiastair said that all the condi- ‘ 
lions were in place for a deal 
with its 225 creditor banks that 
will see them convert a large 
proportion of their borrowings 
into equity. ,• 

“We have led the banking 
horse to water. It is now up to 


them to drink,” Sir Aiastair said. 
“Tbe pieces area# on the table, 
what now needs to happen is tp 
complete the negotiations on 
those pieces but there is very fit- 
tie left to talk about. There are 
about eight horns of serious ne- 
gotiation left which is why I have 
given eight weeks to do it in.” 

However, Sir Aiastair insist- 
ed that any agreement would 
have to serve the interests of Eu- 
rotunnel’s shareholders. “No- 
body is under any illusion that 
750,000 investors are going to 
vote for a solution that wipes 
them out or deprives them of a 
fair share of long-term cash 
flow,’? be said 

The initial debt-for-equity 
swap is not expected to leave the 


banks owning more than 49 per 
cent of Eurotunnel bat it is pas- 
sible they will be entitled to swap 

additional debt for convertible 
bonds which, if exercised, would 
give themcontroL 
la the event that no agree- 
ment is readied the French 
courts could start, the process of 
putting Eurotunnel into liqui- 
dation. -Lord Wakehamand 
Robert Badinter, the two man- 
da taires ad hoc appointed by the 
French commercial courts to 
help negotiate the debt resched- 
uling, are due to complete their 
mandate by . the eod of Sep- 
ceraber and are not expected to 
be re-appointed 
As a sop to shareholders 
while they await the outcome of 


le long, 

ro tunnel has decided to offer 
some limited additional travel 
peris consisting of special 

cheap rates on Eurostar services 
to Paris and Brussels and dis- 
counts on Shuttle feres. 

News of progress in the debt 
rescheduling talks came as Eu- 
rotunnel reported a pre-tax 
loss of £372m for the first six 
months of the year -a £93m im- 
provement on the same period 
m 1995. .The loss was struck af- 
ter £330m of interest payments 
although Eurotunnel has paid 
little interest since announcing 
a debt standstill last September. 

At the operating level, it 
made a loss of £27m after de- 
preciation. 


Job cuts likely 
as P&O and 
rival merge 


CHRIS GODSMARK 

Business Correspondent 

Some 1,400 job losses worldwide 
are in prospect after the ship- 
ping operator P&O announced 
the merger of its container 
businesses with Dutch rival 
Royal Nedlloyd to create one of 
the world's largest container 
fleets. 

The news was warmly wel- 
comed by analysts who have crit- 
icised P&O in the past for the 
slow progress of its rationalisa- 
tion. P&O's shares surged by 
more than S per cent, from 517p 
to 559.5p, making it the best per- 
former m the FT-SE 100 index. 

Last mght Tun Harris, who 
will be chief executive of the 
combined group, did not dis- 
count the prospect of further ac- 
quisitions as the worldwide 
container shipping industry re- 
structures. “The combination of 
P&O and Nedlloyd creates a 
very strong company and we’ll 
be in a strong position for new 
opportunities,'’ he said. 

Lord Sterling. P&O’s chair- 
man, said discussions about the 
merger had been going on for 
“six or seven months” which 
meant the venture, which will 
have sales of £2.6ba and assets 
worth £lbn,was likely to be in 
operation as early as next 
month and certainly by the end 


of the year. The merger will 
have to be cleared by the com- 
petition authorities in Brus- 
sels, although Lord Sterling did 
not foresee any problem. 

The new company, P&O 
Nedlloyd, will be jointly owned 
by the two firms, though Ned- 
lloyd will pay P&O £1 13m to re- 
flect the slightly lower value of 
its assets. P&O’s other busi- 
nesses, including the ferry op- 
erations, will remain separate, 
as will two of its cargo compa- 
nies, Southampton Container 
Terminal and Tilbury Contain- 
er Services. 

Mr Harris said the 9,400- 
strong workforce of the com- 
binedi company would be cut to 
8,000 by the end of next year, 
contributing £84m out of total 
annual cost savings of £L29m. 
The other savings would come 
from the joint operation of the 
container fleet itself! 

P&O said 250 of the job cuts 
would be in the UK and 300 in 
the Netherlands. A spokesman 
declined to say how many of the 
job cuts would come from 
P&O, though Jt is thought that 
the British firm will close its 
Rotterdam office while Ned- 
Uoyd will shut its UK offices. 

Combined with Nedlloyd's 
operations, the new company 
wll be the largest in the world 
in terms of slot capacity. 


Factory gate inflation hits a 29-year low 


DIANE COYLE 

Economics Editor 

The rosy flow of economic 
news continued yesterday with 
figures showing that the core 
rate of inflation at the factory 
gate has fefien to its lowest level 
since 1967. 

The latest data will help re- 
tail price inflation to reach its 
225 per cent target later this 
year. City analysts said it would 
allow Kenneth Clarke, Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer, scope 
for a pre-election cut in inter- 
est rates despite the mounting 
evidence that the economy is 
strengthening. 

There were fresh signs yes- 
terday of faster growth in retail 
sales. The year-on-year increase 
in the value of sales climbed to 
6.9 per cent last month, ac- 


CORE OUTPUT PRICES 



cording to the British Retail 
Consortium. Its survey of big 
stores showed particular 
strength in furniture and carpels, 
DrY, electrical goods and 
housewares. 

Andrew Higginson, chairman 


of its economic affairs commit- 
tee, said: “Sentiment in the in- 
dustry is improving as consumer 
confidence strengthens and the 
housing market picks up.” 

Kevin Darlington, an econo- 
mist at Hoare Govett, said: 
“The Chancellor knows weak 
cost pressures will give him a 
gooa enough ca&e for a reduc- 
tion in rates despite the fester 
growth. 

The price paid by manufac- 
turers for raw materials rose 03 
per cent during August, but re- 
mained 222 per cent lower than 
a year earlier. There was no 
change in prices charged at the 
factory gate in the month. The 
year-on-year growth rate in 
“core” prices - excluding food, 
drink, tobacco and petrol - fell 
to 13 per cent the lowest since 
November 1967. 


Declining commodities prices . 
lie behind the subdued input 
cost pressures. Although the oil 
price rose nearly 4 per cent dur- 


ie mini-recession in man- 
ufacturing earlier this year has 
also contributed to the down- 
ward trend in output price in- 
flation, which will ripple further 
along the prices pipeline. The 
target measure of retail prioe in- 
flation Is expected to show a 
drop to 2.6 per cent in August 
when fee figure is published on 
Thursday. Most economists ex- 
pect inflation to remain low in 
the next six to nine months. 
However, some predict it will 
then start to climb above the 
Government’s target. 

Geoffrey Dicks at NatWest 
Markets said it would be hard- 
er to keep inflation low when 


costs had stopped falling and 
demand was strengthening. 

Kevin Gardiner at Morgan 
Stanley argued yesterday’s fig- 
ures did not signal a favourable 
outlook beyond the next few 
months. “Manufacturing is only 
a quarter of the economy and 
inflation is a lagging indicator. 
We know that prices in services 
are a lot more buoyant,” he said. 

Figures on unemployment 
and earnings due tomorrow will 
provide further evidence of the 
gathering pace of the pre-elec- 
tion economic expansion. 

Yet there is tilde agreement 
about the Chancellor's next 
move on interest rates. The next 
monetary meeting between Mr 
Clarke and Eddie George. Gov- 
ernor of the Bank of England, 
is due on 23 September. 

Comment, page IS 


Telewest 
calls off 
Channel 
5 talks * 

MATHEW HORSMAN 

Media Editor 

Telerost the UK-slatgearabte 

operator, h^abruptlycaflaiofr 
talks with Channel 5 Broad- 
casting aimed at agreeing terms 
to retune video recorders, or 
VCRs, ha Telewest franchise 
areas around the country. 

The retuning is necessary to 



the new uiannei 3 
could cause interference to mil- 
lions of VCRs. The backers of 
the new broadcaster, including 
Pearson Televisfon and United 
News & Media, are to spend at 
least £100m to visit 9.6 million 
homes during the campaign. 

The negotiations with Tele- 
west, which had lasted several 
months, foundered on dis- 
agreements over the price and 
schedule of the retuning exer- 
CISC 

“The money they were talk- j 
ing was just not enough, and the 1 
terms were just ridiculous, 
said one insider at TfelewesL 

“We felt the same about 
them," a Channel 5 spokes- 
woman retorted yesterday. “Wfe 

felt that their figures were not 
realistic, and Channel 5 knows 
better than anybody how mucb 
homes can retuned for." 

According to sources close to 
the discussions, Tfelewest had 
wanted up to £14 a household, 
and to hire as many as 10,000 
retuners to complete the job. 
The company had offered to re- 
tune all households in its fran- 
chise areas, or roughly 4.3 
milli on, although it had also sug- 
gested it couid handle just the 
homes already connected to 
its cable network, roughly 
750,000. Both options have now 
been dropped. 

Channel 5 has already 
reached an agreement with 
Nynex CableComms, franchise- 
holder in Manchester, under 
which about 12,000 homes will 
be retuned by Nynex staff. Ac- 
cording to Channel 5, the 
homes there have cable receiv- 
ing equipment that cannot be l 
easily retuned by non-special- 
ists. 

The broadcaster has also 
reached an agreement with 
Granada and Thom, the lead- 
ing rentals companies, under 
which they will retune their 
own kit in as many as 2 million 
homes. 

That slfll leaves Channel 5 
with more than 7.6 million 
homes to visit within the next 
four months. The spokeswoman 
said yesterday that the company 
was still on schedule to launch 
in January. 

Channel 5 must complete 90 
per cent of its retuning project 
before the Independent Tele- 
vision Commission allows the 
service to be switched on. 

Meanwhile, Telewest is 
poised to announce it has 
dropped Mercury as its long-dis- 
tance supplier for calls to the Pa- 
cific Rim, in favour of a new 
deal with Telstra, the Australian 
telecoms company. 

The move may be the first 
sign of a shift by UK cable com- 
panies away from British tele- 
coms companies, in search of 
lower carriage fees for their 
long-distance traffic. 

<■ 


London investors see Olivetti plunge into free fall 


MICHAEL HARRISON 

London 

and ANNE HANLEY 
Rome 

London investors who own 
more than 30 per cent of Oliv- 
etti saw the value of their hold- 
ings plunge farther yesterday as 
shares in the struggling Italian 
computer group went mto free 
fafl within minutes of trading 
resuming after a two-day 


$ 


on the Milan bourse 
had to suspend the shares again 


almost immediately as th 
opened 17 per cent down at 61? 
lire against a price of 749 lire be- 
fore dealings were suspended 
last week. 

London-based fund man- 
agers, including ING Barings 
Asset management. Nomura 
Asset Management and PDFM, 
have seen the value of their in- 
vestments plunge by almost 40 
per cent since they took pari in 
a £91 3m rescue rights issue last 
December. 

Francesco Caio, Olivetti's 
chief executive, was due to 


travel to London yesterday to 
see important customers but his 
trip did not take in any of the 
key investors who will help de- 
termine Olivetti's fate. 

Those shareholders arc still 
attempting to arrange meetings 
with the company after the 
shock departures last week of 
Carlo De Benedctti, its chair- 
man for 18 years, and Renzo 
Franceseoni, who precipitated 
the current crisis by resigning as 
chief operating office after 
questioning Olivetti's half-year 
results. 


An official from Consob, the 
Italian slock exchange regula- 
tor, said that trading in the 
shares would resume this morn- 
ing but added that Olivetti had 
been given 24 hours to respond 
to a list of seven questions 
about its first half figures when 
the company reported a loss of 
44flbc lire. 

Earlier it had been another 
day of chaos on the Milan 
bourse. Shares arc normally 
suspended automatically if they 
fall by more than 10 per cent but 
Olivetti shares were already 


down by more than this in pre- 
trading before the official mar- 
ket opening. The cut-off point 
was stretched to 15 per cent and 
then 20 per cent to allow trad- 
fag to start. 

Meanwhile, there arc fears of 
a farther 5,1100 job losses in 
Olivetti's 1S.0G strong workforce 
as the group struggles to end 
years or losses. 

In a speech on Sunday night 
Mr Quo confirmed his intention 
of selling off Olivet ti’s comput- 
er division in order to concen- 
trate on telecommunications. 
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“We have to make choices, 
he told a political rally i: 
Modena. 

“W e are busy looking fo 
partners to whom we cai 
entrust our PC sector in orde 
to concentrate on developing n 
areas." 

. possibility of a domes 
tic rescue by the Stel TL< 
holding company was ruled ou 
by Mr Caio himself wbi 
stressed that Stet and Olivet 
ti s Omnitel mobile phone di 
vision were competitors am 
would remain so. 


Scottish TV planni 
link with BSkyl 

EMI 


MATHEW HORSMAN 
Media Editor 

A new oll-Scouish channel, fea- 
turing two hours of program- 

E5 .■ “ to ** Punched by 
Scottish Television, the ITV 
company, and RSkyB. Rupert 
Murdoch s satellite broadcaster 
sources said last night. 

The new service, dubbed Sky 
bcoUand, amid the precursor of 

iXf. ^ Walcs and Sk y 

onTh! would depend 
on the vastly increased capaci- 


ty offered by digital' te 
which could mean tq 
channels. Making avai 
gional services woul 
BSkyB to compete mo 
tivelywith local'operal 
35 cable companies. 

The Scottish servic 
broadcast initially on a 
crage analogue salellit 
announced on Thursc 

ntihTinAtla. _rrvY*i n * 



also form pari of _ 

hal service, expect! 
1997 or early W98. 
year profits are a 
show good growth. 
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Clarke well placed to engineer boost forTones 

^ _ . n a.*. | axe dear in all those -highest sine* l«r I I 

^ indicators sudx as nanSv money, house Sethis sort b random in £*«** applic^on of the Cadbury a 

kysTSSMsag* | em I sstssssff® ^ I I 

could not have asked for a better econom- 
ic background for the election eamuatBi a 
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mantra - that good economics is good pol- 
itics - but most of ns have come round to a 

more cynical view. 

It is both that a good old fashioned pre- 
election boom has indeed been put in train 
regardless of its long term consequences, and 
that booms of this type do help unpopinar 
Governments win elections. That view has 
rather been backed by John Major’s unfor- 
tunate letter to voters. Hewriles 

at least in hope 
if it lasts only i 
get re-elected. 

Financial markets never believed the 
rhetoric and it looks increasingly as if they 
were right The high long-term interest 
rates demanded of the UK. government by 
the markets are a resounding vote of no con- 
fidence in its monetary policy. The markets 
believe that inflation near the 23 per cent 
target will be a brief interlude. 

Mr Clarke can repeat that his is the best 
inflation record in a generation until his fece 
is as blue as his campaign rosette. It will cut 
no ice with markets that know that inflation 
is a backward-loolting indicator. 

The signs of higher infla tion in the future 


are dear in all these “highest since 1989” 
indicators sudx as narrow money, house 
prices, record consumer credit and buoyant 
surveys. Even dearer are the signs that the 
Budget at die end of November will bring 

tax cuts on at least the same scale as last year. 

They will take place against a background 
of consumer windfalls from building society 
flotations. 

As for interest rates, if Mr Clarke does 
hold off reducing them again, h will be an 
electoral first In 1987 there were four base 
rate cuts in the three months before the elec- 
tion, bringing the level fell from 1 1 per cent 

to 9 per cent There were two reductions in 
the seven months before the last election. 
The last Chancellor to raise interest rates in 
the run-up to an election was Denis Healey 
in 1979. It is hard to see Mr Clarke seeking 
any parallel with the late 1970s. 


Uy forced to provide, the German par- 
ent could now find itself liable for very sub- 
stantial compensation on top. Deutsche is 
at this stage denying any further monetary 
responsibility, but this hardly seems a sus- 
tainable position long term: A reasonable 
starting point would be that investors 
should at least be returned to the position 
they were in before the irregularities began. 
The more extreme case would have investors 


compensated from that point even if they had 
tinwi maria a profit. Depending on when me 
irregularities began, this could lay Deutsche 
open to compensation claims of hundreds 
of millions of pounds. 

It hardly needs saying that if Morgan 
Grenfell was still an independent investment 
bank, it might have been wiped out tysuch 
an outcome. Fortunately it has a deep P°^' 
eted German bank as its parent. For the 
dwindling band of British merchant bartss 
that have chosen to remain independent, the 
implications of this latest disaster could 
hardly be more uncomfortable. 

Since acquiring Morgan Grenfell, the 
Germans have positively gone out of their 
way not to interfere; the bank has earned on 
as if it were still independent. In these cir- 
cumstances it might be possible to draw the 
link between independently run British 

investment banks and a propensity to faUvio- 

Hm to calamitous fraud. 

Certainly that is what many American 
investment bankers argue - that old style 
City merchant banks lack the size, disdpBne, 
controls and knowledge to cope in the rest 
moving financial markets of today. The evi- 
dence for this is ambiguous. Tine, before 
Morgan Grenfell there was Banngs. And 
Robert Fleming was p r*'*"* WVv tn “caoe 
from its recent problei 
damage of just £12m 
fines. ... , 

On the other band, even the big players 
have not been immune to scandals of this 


sort. Deutsche itself has had 

SaSMESSSSfisS 

b ^ P^ere^th lots of ca^ralsfo**™^ 

5«Ss£5£i L^ESSBffi 

j for the small dutch of mde- 
'stffl holding out in tbc hffls- 
aenroows, Robert Fleming, Hambros, NM 
Shschild, and yes, even Cazenave- how- 
ever switched on, and 

internal controls, arc ifot good, not good at 

alL 

D irectors of some of our.largest 

ssa»*?ES 

the rules are designed to set limits to their 

P °Butwbile these attitudes have been 
mon currency in the boardroom, tbqrtaj* 
found few public echoes among the big 
investing institutions that control half the 
shares in British public “mpameMjileast 
in their public utterances. The Cadbury and 
Greenbuw codes are. after all, meant to 
make companies more open and account- 
able to these shareholders, and it would 

seem churlish to complain. . M 

Now Britain’s biggest pension fund man- 


acer Mercury Asset Management, has said 
wiiat many institutions have been saying in 
orivate for a long time, which is that an over 
Uim is application of the Cadbury and 
Greenbuiy rules is not going to work. 

As we reported yesterday, MAM has sent 
a statement of its principles of corporate gov- 
ernance to more than 1,100 clients, making 
dear it is not prepared to let the codes over- 
ride its better judgement about what is or is 
»ol in the economic interests of sharehold- 
e«.ThSodes were never meant to be legal 
documents, and they are full oflet-outs and 
Uv^Tholes, which remam even where chunks 
££! btsen incorporated in the stock 

“SSSmS*® 1 ^ys that where there are 
uncertainties about the application of the 
rules, the best guide is usually to choose the 
Suae of action that most benefits sbare- 

h °-nS codes have had their effect, and 
though they no doubt have many fault* it 
is important not to allow them to be dis- 
^issS^worthless. At the very least the 
SSSnt. airing of corporate finance 
Sues has made MAM’s pension fend clients 
SriSus to see their fend managers exercise 

wi ring rights more often. 

Tbl fact that MAM has for the first tune 
ftedded to commie a public statement of cor- 

gasSH!Seisa= 

bmy committees have changed the frame- 
work in which people think. 
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Calor set to 
turnup 
price of gas 
next winter 


CHRIS GODSMARK 

Business Correspondent 

Three million households and 
businesses who regularly buy 
bottled gas from the market 
leader, Calor, were likely to face 
winter price increases, the com- 
pany said yesterday. 

The price hike could come in 
response to the recent rise in oil 
prices, which are at some of 


■I-’ r 


their highest levels since the 
Aan of the Gulf War in 1990. 
Liquid petroleum gas, which 
Calor sells in its familiar metal 
“bottles”, is mostly extracted 
from crude oil during the 
refining process. 

Calor, which has 50 per cent 
of the UK market, had cut its 
bottled gas prices for retail cus- 
tomers from 20p a litre to 
around 18p in response to cut- 
throat competition from oil 
companies such as Esso. But 
John Harris, Calor’s chiefex- 
ecutive, said yesterday: “The 
black cloud on the horizon is 
that as we go into the winter the 

cost of gas will rise. I cannot 

shield the customer totally. 

Mr Harris declined to put an 
estimate on the size of the 
price rise, which depends on the 
level of oil prices over the nett 
few months. About half of the 
3 million customers are busi- 
nesses , with the rest made up of 
households which £ en 5 ral ^5 

iK>t have access to piped natural 

^The impact of any P™“f 
crease would be reduced be- 
cause Calor has stored about 
one-third of its winter supply m 
vast tanks at Felixstowe and In* 
nMT Hull. But Mr 


Hams said this lower-cost 
stored gas was “nowhere near 
what we need for the winter” . 

Oil prices rose earlier this 
year from $18 (£11.50) a barrel 
to $23 after the cold winter dras- 
tically cut US stocks, and prices 
have hovered at around $20 
ever since. Analysts have si 
gested prices are unlikely to t-— 
significantly, given that Iraqi oil 
supplies are not expected to 
come on stream following the 

recent US air strikes. Yesterday 

Brent crude was trading at 
$22.40 a barret • • 1 

The news came as Calor an- 
nounced asmall drop in pre-tax 
- a c_th«ITnflh»W>ar 
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were hit by a £14m root-and- 
branch restructuring pro- 


the head office in Slough 
building a new customer service 
centre in Leamington Spa with 

the loss of 200 jobs. _ 

Calor claimed its joint ven- 
ture to supply the domestic 
natural gas market in competi- 
tion with British .Gas was 
“exceeding expectations”. 

The company, called Calor- 
ies, is involved in the competi- 
tion trial under way with 
500,000 households in the 

South-west nnn 

So far more than 60 .UUU 
customers have switched from 
British Gas, with many moving 
to the gas business set up by 
Sweb, the local electricity 
company. Mr Harris said Calor- 
tex was now on coinse to match 
or overtake Sweb, though he 
said precise figures were 

confidential- 
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Kodak deal lets 
Danka turn 
up the volume 



Shares in Danka Business Sys- 
tems soared 85p to 560p after 
the company confirmed it was 
buying Eastman Kodak's office 
imaging and facilities manage- 
ment business for $684m in 
cash. 

The business resulting from 
the acquisition will create the 
largest independent office 
equipment company in the 
world, offering global coverage 
in office products and services 
with more than 700 offices in 35 
countries. The deal will bring 
Danka’s annual sales to around 
$3-5bn and will double its re- 
curring revenue stream from 
service, supplies and rentals to 
more than S2bn. 

Danka said the deal also put 
it in a leading position in fastest- 
growing end of the market - 
photocopiers capable of han- 
dling a high number of pages 
per minute, which account for 
43 per cent of the North Amer- 
ican market. Kodak is one of 
only three manufacturers of 
high-volume photocopiers and 
the only one to allow distribu- 
tion by third parties. 

Danka entered the high-vol- 
ume market in September 1995 
when it agreed to distribute Ko- 
dak products in North America. 
That agreement laid the ground 
work for the acquisition. 

“We got to know their peo- 
ple, their very fine service,” said 
Mark Vhughan-Lee, D anka ’s 
chairman. “When Kodak an- 
nounced in January that it was 
seeking to reposition its office 
imaging business, we registered 
our interest. We were not 
alone.” 

Unlike Kodak, Danka does 
not manufacture photocopiers 
and was interested only in the 
marketing, sales and service 
side. In addition, the acquisition 
will allow Danka to offer its cus- 
tomers a full range of products 
and service. “We’ll be able to 
jointly go to customers and of- 
fer the lull range of machines. 



Mark Vaughan-Lee (left}: was impressed by Kodak’s fine service 


the full range of service,” Mr 
Vaughan-Lee said. 

Danka will also set up a 
strategic alliance with Kodak, 
under which Kodak will supply 
high -volume copiers and print- 
ers to Danka, which will bourne 
the principal distributor of Ko- 
dak-branded office copiers and 
printers. 

Danka said it would take a 
one-off restructuring charge of 
$25ra-$35m on the (teal in its 
third-quarter results for inte- 
gration of the Kodak acquisi- 
tions but the purchase should be 
earnings-enhancing in the first 
12 months of operations. 

The acquisition will be fund- 
ed with bank debt under a six- 


year, $1.2bn fully underwritten 
com mitm ent, which will also re- 
finance Danka’s debt and re- 
volving credit facilities. 

Dan Doyle, Danka’s chief ex- 
ecutive. said the transaction 
and the alliance with Kodak, 
which is keeping its manufac- 
turing businesses in copiers, 
would give Danka a full line of 
products to compete a gains t 
market leader Xerox Corp. 

Danka’s shares, as high as 
848p earlier this year, had been 
in the doldrums since the com- 
pany warned in June that first- 
quarter earnings would be 
below market expectations. 
That news sent the shares div- 
ing toa 12-month]owof3S8p. 


Wilson Bowden's profits warning a 
year ago tarnished the reputation of 
one of the classier acts in the house- 
building sector. But yesterday's half- 
time figures suggest the group has 
started to recover from the traumas of 
last autumn and, after setting aside the 
natural caution of a chastened man- 
agement, the outlook seems set fair. 

There is no question that the past 
12 months have been tough. Pre-tax 
profits struggled to match last year’s 
figure and the 1.8 per cent advance to 
£17 3m achieved in the six months to 
Jane would not have beer* possible 
without the first-time contribution of 
£13m from Trencherwood, the ailing 
Berkshire builder acquired in April for 
£32m. Looking ahead, David wUson, 
chairman, chief executive and domi- 
nant shareholder, cautions that al- 
though the housing market is stronger 
than last year sentiment can be fickle 
and, echoing Wimpey last week, warns 
that the improvement around the 
country is patchy. Even so, thing s are 
dearly improving, with reservations, 
already J7 per cent at the end of June, 
showing a 25 per cent improvement 
over last year, with completions run- 
ning ahead of that So the group’s de- 
cision to raise the interim dividend by 
53 per cent to 3p speaks greater vol- 
umes about its view of the future than 
Mr 'Wflsou’s caveats. 

Its confidence has strong founda- 
tions. The group has bounced back 
strongly from the depressed conditions 
evident in the second half of last year, 
which carried over into the early part 
of 1996. Despite the weak start, com- 
pletions in the core David- Wilson 
Homes operation advanced from 929 
in the previous six months to L034 in 
the latest period With an extra 1 to 3 
per cent extra on prices and a richer 
mix of bigger houses, that modest rise 
had a miraculous effect on margins. 

Atl3.per cent they have come back 
strongly from the low point of 10.1 per 
cent hit at the end of last year, even if 

they a r<» still 1 pgr tyn ta ge poin ts adrift 

from the opening half o? 1995. The im- 
plication is that, given the operational 
gearing, if current market strength is 
sustained, a further rise in completions 
should have a significant impact on the 
bottom line. 

Meanwhile, after a lull, WUson has 
started buying land again. Its bank is 
already equivalent to 43 years, leav- 
ing aside 7,000 acres under option, so 
with gearing still a lowly 16 per cent, 
it is well placed to selectively build on 
an already strong position. Add to that 
a full period’s contribution from 
Trencher-wood plus completions com- 
ing through from the property rifle, and 
the second half should be good. 
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of at least £37m 


Full-year 

would put die shares, up 20-5p at 
4403p, on a forward multiple of 15. 


Reasonable value. 


Calor generates 
little excitement 


Calor Group, which dominates the 
Britisfamaxketfbrbotdedgas, has never 
set the world alight and yestodaVs in- ■ 
teriro results continued that tradition. 
Yet behind its conservative exterior fies 
a company in transition to what could 
be a much more exciting future. ‘ 
The main worry surrounding Calor 
has been the dedinem the Brit^ mar- 
ket fix Squid petroleum gas. ’Worse stm, 
Calor has watched its share of the mar- 
ket shde in recent years from 60, to 
around 50 per oent. Enter John Har- 
rs, the recently appointed chief exec- 
utive who earlier this year announced 
a root-and-branch restructuring of the 
UK business. The new approach has 
clearly begun to pay dividends in the 
first six months ottbe year. For the first 
time inakmg time Guor has increased 


its share of the UK market, with the 1 
percent rise suggesting the tong de- 
rfinft has finally been stabilised. 

Operating profits before restruc- 
turing costs jumped by 2 25 per cent 
but after a £14m restructuring (Jarge 

and losses from associates, partially off* 

set by disposal gains, that translated 
intopre-tax profits down from £263m 
to £25m in the period. . . 

: Sorting out the core business should 
guarantee annual profits of around 
■145m, but even so, future projections 
ounrat the UK market for bottled gas 
wmbe flat at best. 

But Calor has found more oppor- 
tanftjes to expand overseas than it an- 
ticipated. The biggest foreign vtenture, 
in Brazil, has increased turnover by 20 

per cent, but significant profits wiD not 

come through until the end of the 
decade. Calor’s foray into the UK do- 
mestic natural market has also been 
more successful and less costly than 
most competitors', judging by the ear- 
ly results of trials in the South-west of 
England. But full competition won't 
happen until 1998, so worthwhile prof- 
its are unlikely until the next century. 

The transitional costs involved wtil 
probabfy constrain full-year profits 


Optimists wmbope um^**”*- 

instobea much l&eber 
SI future, but its instray smce diep^- 
vate Dutch group SHV tookrfs dom 
inant stake, now 51 percent, suggests 
otherwise. Unexciting. 

Fairey slowly 
changes its spots 

Fairey, a famous name from* 

days of British aviation, has hada^- 

ond lease of life since its demerger fixnp 


Pearson nearly eigni y«» 
yesterday's 193p jump to ^p, toe 
shares are now registering am 800 per 
cent ga in over that period. But Fairey 
is a changed beast 

A series of 11 acquisitions totalling 
£240m over the past five years has 
nrocess 3DG coo- 
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tnJi equipment into the core of the new 
Fajrey.lt was the addition from Jan- 
uary of Particle Measuring S ystem s, a 
maker of contarrdnaticm-detertn^ma- 
chines for the electronics and dregs m- 
dustry, which provided the biggest 
boost to yesterday’s interim figures. 
Pre-tax profits up from £lo3m to 
£213tn in the six months to 29 June 
included £3 38m from PMS. The in- 
terim dividend rises a chunky 12 per 
centto2.85p. . 

Up from £I0.9m to £ 15 . 8 m m the 
half year, the electronics businesses 
now contribute more than 70 per cent 
of group profits, but despite the signs 
of a slowdown in the market, chief ex- 
ecutive John Poulter remains unre- 
pentant about this bias. That is just as 
well, as his latest buy. Fusion UV Sys- 
tems of Maryland, which completed on 
Friday, has cost half as much as all the 

other acquisitions put together. 

Underlying growth in the electron- 
ics division remains around 9 per 
cent. That is bekiw historic growth rates 

of between 10 and 15 per cent, but re- 
mains healthy by most standards. In any 
only 15 per cent of Eairey’s sales 
are exposed to the semiconductor in- 
dustry, whose long-term future must 
surely remain brigbt- 

Of more concern is the general 
slate of manufacturing industry, which 
groups some of Fairey’s most impor- 
tant customers, and the limited growth 
prospects of its other three divisions. 
Profits of £45m this year suggests the 
shares, on a forward p/e of 21, are up 
with events. 
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Bus companies 



CHRISTIAN WOUAAR 

Bus companies have won the 
latest two rail franchises to be 
allocated as the privatisation 
process passed the half-way 
mark. 

One of the winning bidders, 
headed by the Go-Ahead bus 
company, is even promising a 
new rail link to Heathrow Air- 
port. Victory Railway Hold- 
ings, a consortium led by 
Go-Ahead, but with a 35 per 
cent management and employ- 


ee stake, has won the right to 
run Thames Trains, which op- 
erates regional and suburban 
services out of Paddington. 

Go-Ahead has an annual 
turnover of around £190m. 
owning two bus companies in 
London and bus operations in 
the North-east, Brighton and 
Oxford. This is the fast venture 
by the company into rail and in- 
volves passenger revenues of 
around £65 m. 

Victory has plans to improve 
services and is considering 


building a new station between 
Hayes and West Drayton, to be 
called Heathrow North, which 
will serve the airport through a 
frequent bus link. This will be 
in addition to the Heathrow Ex- 
press service from Paddington 
being built by airport operator 
BAA and due to open in 1998. 

Heathrow North would be 
aimed primarily at staff living in 
Berkshire and west Lonmin 
getting to the airport whose 
roads are increasingly becom- 
ing gridiocked by cars. 


Separately, Stagecoach, 
which controls South West-] 
Trains, has woo the right to rum 
services on the tiny Island line 
on the Isle of Wight There are 
eight stations on the eight-mile 
line which is operated by former 
London Underground trains. 
Stagecoach's victory is a blow to 
Southern Vectis, the company 
with a monopoly of services on 
the IsteofWight and winch also 
had bid for the line, the only one 
being franchised out as an in- 
tegrated operation. 
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In Brief 


f- 
une. 


• Brunner Mood, the alkaline chemicals group, will be valued 
at between £130m and £150m by the flotation planned for later 
this month. Yesterday’s prospectus sets out an indicative price 
range of between 170p and 210p for the shares, which are due 
to start trading on 26 September. The historic pie ratio based on 
the mid-point of the range is 113 and the notional dividend yield 
5.6 per cent The float will raise up to £46 m, with £123m going 
to the company and £335m to current preference shareholders. 

• Polypipe, the plastic pipes to garden furniture group, said the 
trading background continued to be highly competitive, but the 
group was well placed to take advantage of any upturn. Pre-tax 
profits rose 12 per cent to £2S5m in the year to June, the eleventh 
successive increase since flotation in 1985. The dividend goes up 
12 per cent to 2.97p after a final of 2 14p. Borrowings of £800.000 
have turned into a cash surplus of £6. 8m. 

• Unipart, the logistics and car parts group, saw pre-tax pro: 
its rise from £l6Jm to £37.9m m the six months to 29 Junt 
Turnover grew by nearly a fifth to £504m. The group said the high- 
light of the period was the announcement last month of the for- 
mation of tour joint venture companies with Japanese and 
European partners representing an £S0m investment in the UK. 

• Rugby, the building materials manufacturer, warned of a mixed 
outlook for the rest of the year after the bad winter caused first- 
half profits to slump. The pre-tax total slid from £36.1 m to £29m, 
although the dividend is held at 15p. Rugby blamed adverse weath- 
er in the UK, US and Continental Europe and competition af- 
fecting the UK joinery business, which saw profits nearly halve. 
Robin Gourtay is to replace GA High am as chairman. 

• Hammerson, the property company, is experiencing good de- 
mand for space in its shopping centres and investment interest 
is strong, even if there have been few transactions. However, low- 
er gains on sales of investment properties hit half-year profits to 
June, which slipped from £35.4m to £32- lm. The interim dividend 
goes up from 3-5p to 3.7p. 

• The TT Group mini-conglomerate said order books provid- 
ed a sound basis for the rest of the year as it unveiled a 22 per 
cent rise in profits to £223m for the six months to June. Cash in 
the bank was £243m at the period end and the interim dividend 
rises 15 per cent toZSp. 

• Watson & Philip, the Dundee-based comer shop group and 
food distributor, has appointed Colin Glass chief executive. Mr 
Glass comes from Dixons Stores. 

• British Polythene Industries acquired businesses with a com- 
bined turnover of £43m this vean The group imveDed pre-tax prof- 
its up 24 per cent to £143m in the six months to June, despite 
lack of volumes in certain areas and continuing volatility in raw 
material prices. The interim dividend is raised 14 per ccnl to 625p. 

m Perkins foods said product initiatives and efficiency im- 
provements would benefit its frozen food operations this year. 
The group saw pre-tax profits rise 7 per cent to £ll.lm in the 
half-year to June, but is holding the half-way dividend at 1.75p. 


That naughty Ward Thomas, 
chairman of Yorkshire-’tyne 
Ttes, is at it again* The story 
so far. Mr Thomas wrote to 
nascent rival Channel 5 in- 
sisting that when their re- 
tuners turned up to his 
house, that they should do 
the job in his drive as they 
constituted a security risk. 

He attached a form for 
Channel 5 to sign, indemni- 
fying him against any posa- 
ble damage. Channel 5 
drafted a reply, refusing to 
sign his form and seeking to 
reassure him of the high 
quality of its retuners. A 
copy of the draft fell into my 
hands and was quoted in last 
week’s column. 

Now Mr Thomas writes to 
us, saying that be has not re-' 
reived Channel 5’s letter, but 
adding: “It does seem extra- 
ordinary to me that they are 
not prepared to sign a docu- 
ment drawn up by a respect- 
ed firm of lawyers 
[Goodman Derrick] to pro- 
tect my reasonable interests. 

“That refusal makes me all 
the more concerned for the 
security of my home mid 
family. 

“Having nothing of mater- 
ial value in the house I have 
no great fear of Greg Dyke’s 
'burglars’, but I do value 


Business & People 



Concerned:. Ward Thomas 
values Ms wife and young 

dearly my wife and young 
son and have no wish to ex- 
pose them to the risk of con- 
tact with..." 

And here we have to leave 
Mr Thomas’s letter, dear 
reader, as he casts aspersions 
that a family newspaper such 
as this could not possibly re- 
peat. He concludes (hat 
Channel 5 is a programme 
service “which we can well 
do without". Perhaps they 


could turn this row into a 
televirion series. 

Hugh “Sooty" Corbett, the 
man who built and then sold 
the Slug & Lettuce and Har- 
vey FlooibangePs pub 
drains, is about to open a 
boozer just down the road 
from the Bank of England, 
called the City Tlip. 

Mr Corbett says he always 
gets apprehensive before he 
opens a new pub. “It's rather 
like giving birth, perhaps not 
as messy." 

He has bought a bar in 
Gresham Street formerly 
known as Shorts and is 
ploughing £250,000 of his 
own money into sprucing it 
up for a November opening. 

Like many institutions. Mr 
Corbett finds City rents 
“ mind blowing" Before a 
pint is pulled, he has to deal 
with rent of £116,000 a year, 
rales of £37,000 and an addi- 
tional management fee. 

Despite the expenses, Mr 
Corbett remains a sole trad- 
er. He may seek to raise cap- 
ital next spring through an 
AIM listing or private share- 
holders, but be rem ains be- 


mused by the ways of the 
City. 

"People see pubs as a 
good wbeeze and then float 
them on a p/e of 198 mill ion. 

I know that if a pub makes a 
profit of £150.000 then it’s 
worth roughly four to five 
times that. A lot of pub 
chains trade on a p/e of 30. It 
baffles me.” 

Mr Corbett fears that p/es , 
force chains to expand sim- 
ply to increase earnings, 
whereas he wants to limit the 
Tup chain to around 8 at 
most. “I’m not about to cre- 
ate an empire," be says. So 
Bass is safe for the moment. ■ 

Sir Alastair Morton was in 
an end-of-term mood yester- 
day as be presented his last 
press presentation for Euro- 
tunnel, nine-and-a-half years 
after becoming co-chair man 
of the project 

Sir Alastair will retire at 
the end of October and then 
go on a long holiday - “at > 
least six months, to Costa ~- 
Rica or the South Pacific," 
he says. Bob Malpas replaces 
Sir Alastair as chairman 

Sir Alastair won’t be 
drawn on a new job after his 
hols. Sources stress he is only 
58, and he has “one more big ' 1 
industrial job in him". ^ 


BTR sells plastics 
business for $300m 


MAGNUS GR1MONO 

BTR, the industrial conglom- 
erate, has concluded a J300m 
(£191m) deal for the sale of its 
51 per cent Stake in feiwan for- 
mer, its poorly performing Far 
Eastern plastics business. 

The disposal comes hot on 
the heels of last week’s sale of 
the T3con quarrying and ag- 
gregates operations in the US 
for S329m and brings to 5900m 
the amount raised by the dis- 
posals programme instituted 
■ ' chief executive Ian Stra- 
an, who has undertaken an 
overhaul of the sprawling con- 
glomerate since taking over in 
anuaiy. 

News of the latest sale sent 
BTR’s shares 35p higher to 
2653p, although the deal will 
not affect the half-year figures, 
due on Thursday, when BTR is 
expected to cut its dividend. 

Analysts generally welcomed 
the deal, which they said met ex- 
pectations in terms of price, 
even if the timing was a little db- 
appointing. The British group 


will receive $l20m at comple- 
tion. with further payments of 
$90m in each of the two suc- 
ceeding years. Mark Cusack at 
UBS described the sale as “an- 
other chink of light”. In itself 
this was not a massive deal, he 
said, but added; “There is over- 
whelming relief m the stock 
market that they arc out and it 
is another underperforming 
business which has gone - and 
very cyclical too." 

Taiwan Polymer makes and 
sells bulk petrochemicals in Tai- 
wan and the US. Its styrene 
product is a constituent part of 
polystyrene. The business has 
been affected by poor demand 
and weak pricing, causing a drag 
on profits from the Far EasL 
Net assets involved in the sale 
amount to around $3S5m, with 
a further $35m being provided 
for con tinge nt' contractual lia- 
bilities. BTR. will therefore take 
a S35m loss on disposal. The ac- 
quiror is a consortium of USI 
Far East Corporation and 
Union Petrochemical Corpo- 
ration. 
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Anew 

I f one had to chotw*. 

when the great a mo, neiil 
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more than 5 perSrtfcSI* 05611 ** 

andforecasteUtaToiSS 6 ^^" 

Jhqr wfll rise by 

dumber of people ^rith n L T* 1 * 

equity is fitiW/tumrTi- ’FBNiw 
(though sSuSwbv housing 
dardsf is risinT Sd ™ stan ' 
goods associated with holl?^ of 
such as carpets, are cJ!?, hu >' ln &- 
previousmSpi^t AM the 

It issuffidenily reaf f or^ f D reaI ‘ 

Minister, John m£? ££ 1 * ft*?* 
ate rising house pric«te on 1 
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itSK 4 ’"— " ~ 
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- V man y reasons ihe 
swmgs in house prices are liketv to 
be more muted in future. But forint 
one who studies trade cycles, theS 
that there has been a clear cycle of 
that sort of duration does carry 
some confidence that the next few 
** a poativc trend. 

Perhaps the best reason lorcon- 
fidence is the present aflordability 
of house paces- their level relative 
to earnings. The chart on the left 
shows how this ratio, at just over 3 
to 3, is actuary a little below the lev- 
ds of the early 1980s. In the 1960s 
the ratio did dip below 3 to 1 but not 
for long. If you regard that as a floor 

Foreign Exchange Rates 

Sterling 


lobby will rise to topple the home-owners 



HALIFAX HOUSE PRICE/EARNINGS RATIO 


ECONOMIC VIEW 

H AMISH McRAE 


HOUSEHOLD WEALTH 
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REAL LONG-TERM INTEREST RATES 
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aid take as a reasonable ceiling a ra- 
tio of perhaps 3.5 to 1, not the 5 to 
1 peak of 1988. then there is still 
»me way for house prices to rise be- 
fore warning bells should ring. 

So let’s accept the present con- 
ventional wisdom that house prices 
will be reasonably strong over the 
next couple of years and maybe go 
a little further and say that prices \wD 
stay in that ratio range of 3-3-5 to I 
for the next seven years. If earnings 
continue to rise at their present 3.5 
per cent a year, it would follow that 
house prices win rise, on average, by 
something like t hat 

But look at the consequences of 
(hat Move up to the top of the range 
and growth will be a bit faster, 
come back to the bottom and they 
a-ih be lower. Sure, house prices may 
run a liule ahead of inflation, but this 


value of people’s homes 
matched the value of their i 
assets. Then came the bouse price 
boom and the value of houses hit a 
peak at roughly double people’s 
financial assets. Now they are back 
not just to the early 1980s relation- 
ship, but beyond it Financial assets 
are larger than housing ones. 

lb many people this may come as 
a surprise: they may be home-own- 
ers but they did not realise they were 
capitalists too. But if you add up all 
bank andbuflding society accounts, 
shares, and include rights to a pen- 
sion fund, the sums become very 
large. Remember, too, to knock off 
the mortgage from the house price. 

A world where people hold much 
of their wealth in financial assets 
rather than property is more normal 
by world standards and our own his- 
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It does not make sense to hold too high 
a proportion of one’s wealth in housing 


is not a re-run of the three big post- 
war housing booms by any m eans 

The reason is simple: in a low- 
inflation world it does not make 
financial sense to hold too high a pro- 
portion of one’s wealth in housing. 

The other two graphs help explain 
why this should be so. The middle 
one shows housing wealth in relation 
to family incomes through the 1980s. 
At the beginning of the 1980s the 


torical standards. Our preoccupation 
with home ownership was the cre- 
ation of the tax incentives for bor- 
rowing of the 1950s ( but it was 
reinforced by the great inflation of 
the 1970s and early 1980s. In par- 
ticular, it was reinforced fay the pe- 
riod of negative interest rates during 
the 1970s, when banks and building 
societies paid borrowers (so to 
speak) to take the money off them. 


You can see the oddity of that pe- 
riod in the right-band graph, which 
shows real long-term interest rates 
since the First World War. The nor- 
mal range for real interest rates is 3- 
S per cent but that return slithered 
away in the 1960s and for the best 
part of a decade until 1982 returns 
were negative or zero. Savers took 
their revenge in the 1980s fay push- 
ing real yields back to and beyond 
their long-term norm. Expect real 
yields to remain in the 3-5 per cent 
region for the foreseeable future. 

One further poinL Those rates are 
taken by looking at gilt yields; if the 
savings were invested in equities the 
real returns would have been con- 
siderably higher. 

The implications are obvious. Just 
as it made economic sense between 
the middle- 1960s and 1988 for peo- 
ple to bold most of tbeir wealth in 
housing, since then it has made 
sense at least not to have a bigger 


house th«n needed and to build up 
financial assets. We axe rational 
creatures (at least most of the time) 
so it is unsurprising that we should 
be doing just that. 

Wtewfllgo an doing so, too. Expect 
a further surge in our stock of finan- 


centivesfbr people to boost their pi> 
vate pension plans and other savings. 
There may even be some form of 
compulsory savings scheme. Inheri- 
tance will boost people's stock of sav- 
ings. And high real interest rates will 
continue to hold up returns from 


The frugal who save will benefit. That 
might seem fine: virtue is rewarded 


rial assets over the next decade. 
There will be windfall gains for many 
holders of budding society accounts 
with the flotation of several large 
building sodeties-These sales release 
the equity that people have held for 
years in the societies, probably with- 
out knowing it, and some of that 
equity will be saved rather than 
spent Whichever party forms the nest 
government there wul be further in- 


these savings and put a penally on un- 
necessary or excessive borrowing for 
home ownership. 

This has profound economic, so- 
cial and political implications. Looked 
at nationally, if individuals build up 
their stock of finan cial assets, com- 
panies have to create those assets for 
people to buy: they have to borrow 
or to issue shares. So building up fi- 
nancial assets has the direct effect of 
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poking money available for invest- 
ment by industry and commerce. 

If in economic terms this process 
is beneficial, in soda! terms it car- 
ries some dangers. The frugal who 
save wiB benefit at the expense of the 
people who don't That might seem 
One: virtue is rewarded. But of 
course it is not just virtue: it can also 
be hide. The reward is for wealth. 

Finally, there are political impli- 
cations. Successive British govern- 
ments since the Second World War 
have been careful to woo the home- 
buying lobby. But there will be a new 
lobby, the owners not of property but 
of financial assets. They will want a 
decent return on their savings. They 
will lean strongly against inflation. 
They will cheer not so much if 
house prices go up, but if share prices 
do. Come the next election but one, 
expect the letters to voters from the 
party leaders to take a slightly dif- 
ferent tone. 
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market report/shares 






Market reluctant to return from its summer holiday 


taking stock 




FT-SE 250 




-$G$2 Si 




SHARE SPOTLIGHT 



Shares came close to rea ching 
a new high as the stock war! 
ket took heart from the con- 
tinuing strength of the aiTtlTTTYn 
results season. 

With more than 100 com- 
panies reporting this week, 
the market should have cast 
aside its summertime lethargy 
and once again enjoy more 

lively, swing-along action. 

Unfortunately there is a 
large element of hope de- 
ferred. The latest advance was 
achieved on another round of 
relatively low trading volumes, 
suggesting the holiday season 
influence ts inhibiting activity. 

There are many who believe 
the FT-SE 100 index will soon 
hit the important, 4 , 000 -points 
mart. But even the optimists 
are disturbed by the poor trad- 
ing interest and ponder 
whether the market’s current 
strength can be trusted. 

Footsie ended with a 17 . 8 - 
points gain to 3 , 910 . 8 , just 7.9 
from the high hit last month. 


The Rafltracfc express was 
mice mare a major factor in die 
Footsie performance. For the 
second consecutive trading 
session the shares powered 
ahead, gaining Up to 280 J>p, 
a 21 p advance since the open- 


MARKET REPORT 


DEREK PAIN 


a zip advance since the open- 
ing flag on Friday. 

Stones of US buying added 
to the excitement & was ru- 
moured a large US transport 
group had taken die view that 
Raihrack, despite its post flota- 
tion headway, remained un- 
dervahied and was busypufimg 


Stock market reporter 
of the year 


together a stake. 

. The susokaon 


. The suspicion that some 
form of corporate action could 
engulf the company'has been 
bubbling for some time. There 
are also high expectations of 
property develo pm e nts , either 
straightforward sales or joint 
ventures. And to pile cm the ap- 
peal- there remains a 6.4 per- 
cent dividend yield. 

P&Owas the best perform- 
ing blue chip, up 4 IL 5 p to 
559 - 5 p, on its container merg- 


er, followed by Lasmo, enjoy- 
ing Merrill Lynch support. 
The oil group’s shares rose 9 p 
to- 214 . 5 p with the US invest- 
ment house suggesting they 
should go to 225 p. ' ' 

Thte & lyte coatmned to talk . 
its way round the market, im- 
proving 6 . 5 p to /fflJSp and 
BTR, with more disposals, put 


on 3 . 5 p to 265.513 ahead :of 
Thursday’s interim results 
when the dividend is expected 
to be hacked. ■ 

Pflkington, as Motajiy As- 
set Management cut its hold- 
ing from 19.25 per cent to 1&89 
per cent, drifted 4 p lower to 

201 p. 

Three of last week’s str o ng 
performers, Allied Domecq, 


Rolls-Royce and Zeneca, gave 
ground on the inevitable prof- 
it taking and Thonrlost 5 - 5 p 
to 383 . 5 p. The rental group 
only arrived in Footsie last 
month as part of the Thorn 
EMI demerger. Its shares have 
had a poor reception- and are 
in danger of being booted out 
of Footsie when the index’s 
committee meets this month. 

A place has to be found for 
newly merged Lucas Varity, up 


Danfca Business Systems, 
buying Kodak’s imaging busi- 
ness for 5684 m, jumped S 5 p to 
560 p and British Vita added 
24 jp to 235 . 5 p as interim re- 
sults came in ahead of expec- 
tations. The BV performance 
helped other chemical groups, 
besides Courtaulds. Among 
others higher was Imperial 
rhwntral Industries, up 12 L 5 p 
to S 38 . 5 p. A confident state- 
ment from housebuilder WH- 
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hopes to win foe Docklands 
Tigh t Railway franchise. 
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sob Bowden, up 20 -5p to 
440Ao. encouraged bnfldeia 


440 Jp,. encouraged builders 
and forecasts of higher white 


an ezhilareHrig nin Thpm wifi 

be unlikely to escape the hu- 
miliation of falling at the first 
hurdle. Courtaulds, up 4 p at 
440 Jp, .and Southern Ekic- 
tri^ down 25 p at€ 70 p, are foe 
other constituents in danger. 


Dixons, with a 15 p gain to 
564 p. - 

Yorkshire Water, which ap- 
pears to have recovered form 
its disasters of last year, held 

an investment presentation. 
The shares Shaded to 665 p. 

B 1 CC, the cables and con- 
struction group, fell 4 p to 
32 & 5 p as Franklin Resources 

increased its stake to 7 per cent 
Go-Ahead, the bus business. 


foa Morgan 
Grenfell units trusts under 
scrutiny were claiming to ovm 
49.9 per cent of its capital K 
is seeking clarification. THe 
shares fell 5 p to 3 Z 5 p. 

Alpha Omikroa traded at its 

105 p tow as GFM Interna- 
tional, the TO 

house, said it had sold its 5 ./ 

• a rharp> 


million ( 7-7 per cent) share- 
holding. Ex-Lands, the P^pP- 
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an eczema treatment cafled 
Zemapbyte. The com^yis 
talking with UK.and TJS ■ 
thorities and although tb»e 

issaMtobeaninataswg* 

enthusiastic response 
little chance of regulate *7 ap- 
proval before the spring. 


holding. Ex-Lands, the prop- 
erty group, continued to reflect 
takeover hopes, gaining a fur- 
ther 1 . 75 p to 12 . 75 p. 

Blenheim, the exhibition 
group, recaptured the bid spot- 
light, gaining I 3 p to 352 p and 
US buying was responsible for 
engineer Siebe improving J 3 p 


□ IAF, specialising »n B Da “ c_ 

^commercial m«n^«nd 

other transport, fc an“enfre- 
preneurial situation forthe 
adventurous, suggests stock- 
broker Greig Middleton. Last 
year's profits were disap- 
noting but GM torts f°r a 
a £lJa advance to * 3 * 5 m. 
The shares are at 10 . 75 p- 
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SEPTEMBER 1996 


Racing 

GREG WOOD 

When even flares can find their 
way back into fashion, itS 
perhaps inevitable that the St 
, ^Ber would finally do the 
tSame, and with yesterday's 14 - 

™3* for 6ni 

eS d »K WeSt “ this week- 
end, the good times now seem 

^^ngtoTawnMoo?. 

Derb y winner, 
, e t Where - Leopard- 
«own to be precise, where he 
may face Za^eb, the Irish Der- 
by winner, m the Irish Cham- 
pion Stakes - but with its 
intriguing mixture or proven 

ability and potential the 1996 
Leger should be the finest re- 
newal for a decade at least. 

“It’s been a long time since 
the race has generated so much 
poaUve copy,' John Sanderson. 
Doncaster s cleric of the course 
f*id yesterday. “It's turned out 
to be a proper Classic. These 
cfays it s not at all surprising that 
the English Derby winner 
deesn t come for the St Le"er 
unl«s he happens to be that *>rt 
of horse and he’s owned by a 


is stigma free and wide open 


traditionalist who thinks that 
way. Given the modern trends, 
i think it's a very good field, and 
the way Classic Cliche {last 
year’s winner] has gone on to 
become a really great four- 
year-old has done the race no 
harm at alL It appears at last to 
have thrown off the stigma that 
slightly unfairly was attached to 
being a Leger winner." 

A mark of the Leger’s at- 
traction for punters is that few 
would bet with confidence on 
which of Saturday’s runners 
will set off as favourite. Dush- 
yanlor and Mons, first and sec- 
ond in the Great Voltigeor 


Stakes at York last month, are 
available at 7-2 and 4-1 re- 
spectively, and either might 
light his way to the head of the 
market before (he stalls open. 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Rumbustious 
(LingfieW 3J30) 

NB: Curzon Street 
(Ungffefd 230) 

Lurking a couple of points 
behind them, meanwhile, is 
Sharaf Kabeer, winner of the 
March Stakes at Goodwood, 
who will carry the royal blue 


silks of the Godolphin operation 
which were successful 12 
months ago. 

Classic Cliche was gambled 
down to be the 100-30 favourite 
that day, but a similar punt on 
Sharaf Kabeer seems unlikely 
given that the Godolphin team 
- Pricket, the Oaks runner-up, 
is their second-string - will 
travel to Doncaster in hopeful 
rather than confident mood. 

“I think he’s got an awful lot 
to prove," Simon Crisfbrd, their 
racing manager, said yester- 
day. “He’s very inexperienced, 
and the face value of his form 
is not sufficient to win a St Leg- 


er at the present time. But hav- 
ing said that he is a progressive 
type, he slays very well and 
we Ve always rated him, and he's 
done well since Goodwood so 
he certainly deserves to rake bis 
chance.* 1 

Saturday’s race will be Sharaf 
Kabeer 's second venture into 
Group One company, following 
a poor performance in the Irish 
Derby, but he now has the ex- 
perience to step back up in dass. 
“He’d won his maiden very 
easily and he'd always been a 
decent type at home so we 
thought we’d take our chance 
at the Curragh,” Crisfard said, 


Southwell passes doctor’s examination 


Unsurprisingly enough, the 
medical services at Southwell 
Racecourse were found to be sat- 
isfactory when Dr Michael Turn- 
er. the Jockey Club's chief 
medical adviser, at last inspect- 
ed them yesterday, writes John 
Cohb. Dr Turner had offered his 
resignation last week when he 
believed that his employers 
were content to allow racing to 


go ahead at the Notting- 
hamshire track without the then 
controversial facilities coming 
under his further scrutiny. 

The course was the scene of 
the fatal fall of the jockey 
Richard Davis in July after 
which Dr Timer felt such con- 
cern at facilities there that he 
recommended that the trade’s 
next fixture should not be al- 


lowed to go ahead unless mat- 
ters were improved. 

Dr Turner was accompanied 
on his lour yesterday by two 
leading medical figures. Dr 
Richard Glover and lan Rose, 
as well as Tony Goodhew, the 
director of racecourse services 
for the Jockey Club. 

After vetting Southwell’s 
ability to meet Jockey Club re- 


quirements throughout the af- 
ternoon Goodhew reported sat- 
isfaction at the course’s 
arrangments. 

“The verdict is as we very 
much hoped," he said. “Fol- 
lowing Dr Tuner’s inspection, 
Southwell complies fully with 
the general instructions and 
we are very satisfied with the 
course’s level of medical care." 


LEICESTER 


P 2JL5 Mutrfoah 
2-45 Cajun Sunset 
3 l 15 Windswept 
3A5 Polar Champ 


HYPERION 

4JL5 Cosmic Prince 
4.45 Croft Pool 
&15 Essayeffsee 


GOING-. Firm. 

STALED: Inode. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: None 

■ ^hU^ ;U ^^ 1 ^ rnU r WiW ^ 3slrajghlmik . 

^ nfr ,Vj LwtvsUT ***» Um. ADMISSION: Club S12; tau 
FtoTsih*; l " x ' om P , ‘ rik?d uwfcMGs free), ftw ncecankL CAB PAM: 

Fnv. Sitm King Car Par k - S Hi admits car and four occinanB- 


■ l^mGTaArNBSS wmr 81WNBS& B Budod - W winnea from 191 nmnere 
"fTf* raU “ " f l fi 7% *nd » Profit Uj a S i krvrl slain- of S10.BT.; J Dunlop— Z! 
raniwn.. H Cedi — 19 wumoa , FG rennets, 26 . 2 %. +51.70; 

M Mottle — 1 1 winner*. MJ runners, 21 .2%, t-fcjl .20. 

IB LEADING JOCKEYS: L Dettori — 30 wiwww, IS) rides, 21 .3%. +J322JG; Pkt 84- 
*?E“ ndv *’ 21 -516.00: WCaisoa - 21 winners, I2fi rides. 

lt fcKV-S „i.tU. TQnliiit — IS wmnen., IM rtdt*. li.7%. -SI |J50. 

BUNK KHED FIBST TIME: Time Cat. Tell (vnwwJ). Top Tfcfer (tow wiX CtaOroat* 
l/OUfimrr i”.4-i i. 

WINNEBS IN THE LAST SEVEN DAYS: Nww. 

LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Ewtayelbee (6.15) has bemsed 150 miks ty Mrs M Reu- 
eky from Lmsdaie. i InvUM. 

1 9.1 _m QFFtBERT MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) £5^100 added 2VD 
1 — ffflies lm Penalty Value £3^93 

1 00 CLEAR lie MR (15) (Vv H PonsctlDjl P Cote 8 11 ____TQqton3 

! 2 Qu aAP«IRiCW0S(CqrBa3S*pfc^n^^D»»TOi'SiW9iBll OYWgMffl 4 

3 036 HEAVEMy DANCER (1J JGng»i ftomg) S*s N Uacad% 8 U 6DuflafeiQ 

« DMCA tSmMl Mnhumefll IGoqtoiflll IMM C 

5 • 2 MUTEHAH (USA) 121) (BF] (Vtemdan A! Me^uni HThomsor Jones 8 11 RWs2 

6 TRACKS VMYTEARSlMascatt SWl WGMTunerB 11 DMefiAi(T)l 

BEnwa 11-10 Mobfe*. 9A hWca. 5-1 Cto Tbs Air. 3M. Henwnly Dmcst, 30-1 Bs PaMda. 
2S-1 Ttads Of My feare 

19S5: Caftbean Quest 2 8 U W R SwnHum 6-1 HanDUiy) 11 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

■kin Gosden's Ulrica e an entiy (or the Fillies' Mile at Ascot the month, but as ■ dsutfrter 
Tf Ra>nbow Quest she may na be suned by gromd » bat as me. MUIRBAH looks the 
safer option alter a debut second to Sir Mark Prescott's debutants The VHa*» at Folke- 
stone l7fi. That wiftnuf nGids some fancy enga^men&so that neck defeat mtfit just be 
gpod mou0i to see ofl klnca. Ctew The Air nas shown nothing et Newbury (apprentice rid- 
den) and a: Cheosiow when last o» e^n to Afsvib. The only pks (actor far her Is that her 
haff-ftrwher Air Commodore acted wan on this type of 0 outkL Heavenly Dancer, beaten 
m a FoDiBstone seller, was sextti to Waiting Game at Southwell yestwttay. 

SetectfOK MLITFIBAH 


RANCUFFE NURSERY SELLING HANDICAP (CLASS G) 
£3£00 added 2Y0 lm Penalty Value £2£37 


forni after lu&ttsd to Gerwal's Star and Ben's ftdge Rwth wrrws snee) at Ayr. That run 
trey flatter Ttm, but he Is certainly tn wKh a ahoid of reversing toft-ground Caoerick torn 
wtUiPoiy Moon - Cajun Sinset being TUj better for three lengths and 2S> better with Gto- 
ny WMsemame Uoirtti). CtoMnMS DeuSMer con te st s her first seller and is also hied 
in bMieo. whfie Hoppeitsta end Mva U Bane are fiom stables to watch dosNy n Dese 
races. FftwMe Oetwn on Sbereton art taws (he eye Our the (Ply is drfBart to assess wdi 
the hkntare remewed and radne beyond sb turtongs tor tne first time. 

SetoottMi: SP0NDUUCHS 

WEAriffiRBYS STALUON BOOK HANDICAP (CLASS E) 
£4^00 added 7f Penalty Value £3^17 

1 302133 PBSUlUSPLKHr (13) (DJCMsOostrB&ritflsJkkELSlsitiS 5 9 10 KMkaU 

2 536 TOSMJBlA( 17 ^fCEBanao)CBmair *95 BDe^el 9 

3 o 2 « oo txmoemnmic^(49jiAmi^fbnm»cuMtvS94 ffomu 

1 000660 EWHmMfM) WClG'ftu0BrflBobxnab*93 MfM^aaUV 

5 122560 SJMRP MONTY OGHQfl Lash) RHeM^eed 392 Flim±0)12 


1 00-: TKCANTBI.(»(D0neiiCicftlCMi»*ay9 7 

2 062SW SPONDULICKS (10) iBanuche Stud Ltdl R Hawon 9 5 

3 54000 CH0PW (1U IR F Jdirscr Hou0flcrl R Jcrtecn Hot^ran 9 5_ 

i 251*34 raflfnWKOTMME ®(RACa(y)WGUTitnefP3 

5 400 CHAKMANS MUGHT3? (22J (Yat^e ftesiil P Cl* 9 3 

6 241020 POUf MOON CUR (Shea AWCtwertotslldlMChannon 93. 

7 335 HOPraETT* [12] iRhwrfana »*X0 B 9 2 

8 000353 CAMISWISEH20|(PDS»«TEaaMW91 

9 625215 JWeOW(221(QWJ(JO»dAfieBUH»wS22. 

ID 063250 CtOfMWNaRL(2QlAlmen>wnMCanQC«.8U 


■n MeKuwi 9 V 

1IW4 

__ AMcOfanelB 
— R Hmfln (3)S B 

Tq*s>5B 

IFMM2 

T Syria U 

KM«1 

BDqlt7B 

-J.anocfcl2 
Jtftfceai 

L DoHat 15 

ftaO%er^l3V 

JMeObsesBV 

Ateen(5)U)V 


6 05DC80 AM0YSC0MBSA(2Q(M(MsMBQwvi)BPall«492— — — _T^Mell 

7 1-40000 |«>IAEXPRBSttO)(T»n0eartPFdgaa491 DlMptO)l 

B 500555 MOROCCO (13) W (Martin MyetsJMChaonofi 7 90 ABUtqr(7)2 

9 131603 IKiatlino06IICX{2a|{UmESin)MJaMi3813 XMey3 

10 065202 WinMiWrCiqpilBHBHIbSeVI)DftMfiDM38l2 PMcCabeP)* 

11 20030 NysnCALMMDQMtf^FanSU) Hitman Jtras3 8 U £ Carts G 

12 542265 AIK9aWtB«IflE (IN nMMftMOUNM Chapman 68U-- DRMcCsta 7 

13 005123 narSDGB>(IM(DO|(Mav)C)^eslC\MI38ia £DUMd37 

U 015605 0U7aUDS(IM}<S)m(NTJa)(XtafyS89 

15 40CC60 BM6WMAM0N>tI99(heMriNSbilM8dJAndd388 MaflqDwjer®5 

16 CQ4403 D0lfraO(aU6MrOTW5PWMd5aT)JLlteas4B6 DMBMetaMlD 

17 224000 CHAUtf DANCm (Z3M (T E Ct%dDn] H Cofer^tlff 4 8 2 MQss8 

18 341500 ORNi£(29nM(DcnEmabKsdNTrtMr382 NailUterlS 

19 206000 MIM£YNR(Ml]<CHMnRaon8IJWatl»3Bt lChanockU 

20 003110 «U»MEUltmW(BF)(MFHfiertJLfOiB3Bl -F ferine 20 

-20dtdaed- 

BenWQ: 5-1 WstarWoodifidi, 6-1 PetoosPfidit 7-1 Nor's Deed. 8-1 Mysboiltokt, 10-1 Yfe- 
cbm Im, ObqY «M CMMH. 12-1 0* SfedM, 14-1 ettws 
1995: fesmn PWd 5 9 9 G Cana 12-1 £D WMon] 20 an 
FORM GUIDE 

OUR SHADEEkwqI handicapped and came vflh fas customary late run mfil fifth to Ochos 
Rus a York when set a stiff task bom a bad draw. This handicap tas a trappy took aboa 
tt, but Ow Shodee has to be the one on that York pe rfo r ma nce. A fivety outsider could be 
Cturtky Dancer. A second to Ninta a Bcaerley 13 months agp was one of his better efforts 
an) the stable nad a welcomed return to form with south Eastern Fred at Mtoberhampton 
on Satunlay. Welcome In is wel drawn and can sasdy be fancied II toning her latest flop 
betitod Euro Sceptic at Beverley. She had won previously over this trip at Bnjfdn and Cat- 
tenck gk) must figure iptey off boaoni vrelgu. Wtoitewftpt hed her Warwick farm boosted 
by Vta V«9 Vfcf at Kentottn on Sauriay. ftsrtotre PRgM and Morocco both return to (heir 
favoured last axface after a nsi behmd Nahisant at Cariele a tortntomfltv Morocco has a 
tore draw here, but he e sol preferred nw that he is bsc* wflh «s Saisbwy mnrlng part- 
ner, Aden Eddery, tvofe Deed is bom an rrvtarm stable and has a decent dm, *Me Tlr- 
ra-Urra has plenty of parents after three nn on MWmhampiDn's sand - and Mwrong 
ability on fte second o cca son. rtv ree om e Venture remans a bene - son on the aS-weath- 
er, w*Wle Mtetef Woodstfdttooto beatMfe, butAntta’s Cwrtassa and course miner Stamp 
Monty are tfcely to figm. 

Selection: OUR SHADEE 

lore] LEKESTERSWRE MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) £5^00 
l^ZrJ added liu 2f Penalty Value £4^91 

1 OOOOCO- GOODPMJ(DTTte>l»DThciro49 7 ORMtOtoeA 

2 SJHONOimE(MRUMcalta0dCMjay492 IMn7 

3 3-2 HUMflEWESTlMIOBsaiplWllWPCfe^ MRM10 

4 KMG MID Ms Jolly EM) Gttevood 390 XDTO«sill 

5 MICRB(RE(TGAMBMEHalderenMJaMs390 P M u 8— il l 5 

6 6 HJIWMSSB (19] fKBraQan At Mefeun] A Sfetert 3 90 WCma9 

7 524082 POLAR CRAMP (19) (PKLCfw] SVfooos390 L Dettori IV 

8 o- sijiiAioaMifeqiijiMABttPQM^ uma 

9 5 RJttMMM(9N(ItcDqstncCtsi4avLnM<SCBmn36B — BDofeS 


, 8-1 Ktag Krea, Soony 


U 084 RmiUBaiftfl^oficfe^atoSouBUTfedlJIHwtooSlD. — — . — Kftfeaai 

12 530455 SIBtAlON GRL (10) U A FereyTl M Wnslin 8 ID — LD *f?*J_ 5 ?. 

13 420445 SHANDANA (UJ) (Mrs Ua^rat lASreeney) P fertani 8 7 ltarttalM*ir&]3V 

; 14 00030 FOOUSHFURIER 148) UamesSrMesIG Ott^dB 4 _ JtoteBfc gnBy 

| 15 000 WUTFa OJJ CWSmeW AFm mi 8 1 - eifeiiiimflaov 

j BErnKG: 5-1 Cbabaans DaWbter, Sony Woesemme, 7-1 Sporfedkte, 8-1 Cifua feat Pa^r 
UctH, 10-1 B« la Beie, Mtoofct 13-X Where 
i 199& In Faradasn 2 6 10 h Faftto 8-1 (Mrs J Runsdarr 19 Bn 
FORM GUDE 

I A seRnRrrtrsBvtJver a mile looks |uw the tretet hySPOMRIUCKS. who Iras ihad hisstare 
Pier tf?«s thA Stwr fudoog a Sarvtovn m ame looked on me sharp 
sxle tor fen. but he was beaten onty few lengjhs In tourth to Rtn Uay ftai aft» amvtoa 
late on tne scene, and tfrisyou-m* up tta mn g stra ^ rt . 1 ^ 

Time CanTM ts wetghied to beat SpondUkks, bu tod^sfiist-time wmtsu^bbb henfe* 
tto help. K the headgpar works In ho (wour Tone Can Tea a !oBi« 

a real test because he was not far hehrnd fiftraud 

atHmsk and Maraud was second In me Sanoown raw. Cajun SrresM loote the bet on 


10 6 MTgSSga(g(I7)ftteMBtoatMaaBrr»C&nm38ft— — FHutoo2 

11 43 9NMnriMNR£(5mfesGFSe)J9atal389 GCirtreB 

-Udscfead- 

BETTWS 54 Potw Cham. 4-1 fl ire —In , 8-1 Mufeimli . ?M i M i lTml A 8-1 Ktog ICMP, Sowry 
Me&iie, 101 others 

1995c Sjnwi Queen 3 8 9 Pat Edflwy 15-8 £H CecC 12 on 
FORM GUDE 

Frantoe Oatcon on PWee Ctarep SU88SSB sable confidence BftBf the gafcfing's ttoittog see- 
ond ro Tib* whan tried in a visor at Ysrmouh. Mutanaasfc made hte debut In met same, 
race and finMied seven tenons adrift after a slow sari. Guy Harwood’* Untown neucom- 
er Ktag Ram b an mraresbng ruremaih Kewn Dailey bookad, but the setoedon b care 
Bdgaui't g?y F1AMANPA. w to can win tbs week race toeowng a resL Out of e staying mare 
art related m goim decent winters. Flamanda &m plenty of hope on her debut at Forte- 
fract in June when pteytog a prominenr part si the race won by Ambassador. 

Selection: FIAMANDA 


H REMPSTONE MAB3EN STAKES (CLASS D) £5,100 added ZYO 
j 7f Penalty Value £4^89 

6 COSfeCFWJCEfiq {CosnvcGre|ticu« F&ctignBtneiUeil M Js*w*90 — Xttortey 11 

emrenL GOO (UdnreVUatttn«M sure 90 K FMca 32 

DBSG1IUCX (SheiaMctaavned) JCosdvi90 LDettadU 


4 M«5H(aB*/7fe*HmIaO»WB>o«JE»itoe90 GMM4 

6 tWlH«riEteTh 0 t»®iwd RacnfUrC PCttofi 0 IMdMS 

6 65 SUB (U) (Hamtn H IMup A Snot 9 0 R«7 

7 nun u c q n - — — WCnoal 

8 0 MENDOZA (62} {BritaBrceFttrtrmbitiQMlJBtySinAh 9 0~. F lynch (3) S 

9 SO SPAlMH]rslRXMT(39OScfe«-BaMrtMTBrrbksB90 MHMay(3)3fl 

10 S(MEAMMNCE(USA)(81)(BQ(GadDlRhnSBre0bnSuwr9O BCarorZ 

11 0342 ZUDSM(9B}(Bn(8HMMNCa«tan90_ BQojtoS 

12 <01^fTCDgME(<aBr tt »K»ttUrr«etfiUJtinayi89 MMfcS 

13 B S*MRMt27)lHKBKMBFmt89 TfenftaM 

1A VNSSIWE mat (USA) (Oveden sard} HCedS 9 A Mettle ea 9 

-UttaMnd- 

BEITltt M SotoMB Dmee, 44 DerertTrtaeh, U. CqMM SoM, tt-lVMHMBCWck. 10-1 ferifeBR, 
TMlU . U l— re 

I965e Canal Star 2 9 0 A Mcflore 7-2 (H Ced) 12 nn 

FORM GUDE 

Henry CBot a left wan jrat one ntrer on tatty's tost gound and Vac toft tog iriefc. a (tty 
taking on the cahs, should be at home on the nstece wWr Gone West as her see. Some oC 
these hold fancy afl^gemems, notably Godolphln's SUNBEAM MNC£ who wesfl warm 
tovoutte on Ns irsetided debut at Nawmoka to June. Vtohdrm«« Mter bring wetted m me 
stafe. Sunbeam Dance, a hit-brother to the credt Goman miler ftgffll Abjar and thus an- 
other vwth Gone Wbet as Ns roe. was entered tor the Chempaffie Stakes at Ooncastar and 
tha Royal Ipd^ Stakes at Ascot. Gary Carter, who won a doup Three ace on Tamayaz tor 
the sable last month, ndas Sunbeam Dance with Frankie Dettori on Sheikh Mohammed's 
Desert Ikacfc. a newcomer bom John Gosden's stable. Michael Sterne does vm> hem sid 
crystal CoM it a son of Arad out of a Kris mare. Coerele Pitace has spaiance aflar a 
pleasing nn behind Sue River a Newmarket, and the avfam Ed Dunlop has a possible 
type fn the MacfaareRan newcomer Kahal Zaratek) e entered far the Middto fWc Stoles, 
but has been a shede tbseppoindng so lar. 

SeJecttoo: SUNBEAM DANCE 

\a AC] PRESTWOLD STAKES (CLASS C) £7^50 added Sf 
I _ "*vl Penafty VhIub £ 5,711 

1 am* CROFT POOL pSj (D) (CounCyikW Oesvcc Urmed] i Qc» 5 S 10 SDRfeaml ; 

2 3S040 EsmBSI0(S8)ID)(MlR>fetodi]SkMaritn«9caB4B10 SIMM* 3 

3 4M3W 2KEYS{MNCS((USA)(lQmwnRNiekfitany)FAisam5810 KFUm 1 < 

-atom— d- 

BtnWft 84 Erpartero, 7-4 Cnrfl fed, 2-1 Ht&» Danr 

1995eMrOscar3B12MRtoens74(MJonBton)5ian 1 

FORM GUDE 

ZIGGTS DANCER has It in fen to cause another upset with Croft Pool and Espartero not I 
totafiy at home on m l©itning-fast Round. Eric Alston's entire made the heatHnee at Bair- 
arteyln May of tost year when he tuned the tomtoook imaide down In beattre* Yh Matok and ; 
Lucky Partas on lafeMureble watott farms. The ground was realy test thre day am nap's 
Dancer is In gjodotouditoimrtter a recent uniuctor fourth to Psrther at Chester 0»d to | 
soft). Croft Itooi and Espartero here yet to win the yea- altar processing so wel last term. 
They are w e jymd up to tharotBoel radry and. of the pmr. Craft Foot looks Meaty suited , 
by the mewnum nip. Hto thtnltD Rambto^ Bear in tfeKtagGeorga Stales at Goodwood | 
gkes fen an etcetenl chance to day. Eapaiten rM win a hamteap mar the nwiMim on ( 
fast »ound at Ascot last year, but he baa not realty etteked this term, being outpaced to the 
Woktogtem Handcap end Stewards’ Cup on either aide of ms fourth to Jayannpee at New- 
bury, again over sot furlong. I 

•tatorttoir Z1GGYS DANCER 

I'e rel STAG APPRENTICES HANDICAP (CLASS E) £4^200 added I 
lr=Jlm2f Penalty Value £3419 ] 

1 003604 ABMNB (DSVpflJflhe FBI GiartGHRreeod 5 100 MHw»y3 

2 314410 «ilEFIARB(lfl)(D)fl)feU(|MBa396 IWaBU 

3 050040 RKAI. BDMikJtl® (CD) Ore^Twary Racing) M^NktocsiiBy896_.i:Tfefee9 

4 123541 ESSASW^p^p) WnSDUuta^ MaMlteriey792 8Lee5 

5 309444 AMPDEXIIIOUSfUJMs&rolPlfcfhaO EAfcar487 OtMtoRB 

6 2-30245 HAVAttSK (USA) 06) (CD) pF) 0 *b D M atejd D MoitBy 7 8 6 FUwh4 

7 043503 DMMOFP CBOWM (M}(DH)MPtoam>Mfen»583 RIM7 

8 165063 SEAQOD(12)(MBCamlfinJMChepnwn560 ORMcCbbeil 

9 454144 TUKAiWA(lB7){R«rk«an)RNfem5711 Mauds Santas (3) 1 

JO 000060 /JMCE2BMf37}fJrt»n«fxe}RSplBar3710 fitafeltoyer* 

11 U13240 !BUUaNaASSD(U)m(MBl)reiM«)Jferia4 710 PFuam/2 

12 000004 SPKEAWSUSWRMa}(4SBkdfen6BCsnebfe6710 hnWufemiO 

-U lu fi M i- 

49r*mtn mVic 7« 10h Due fendfcsp Mf^ts; ftfcca Z6*n Ttt 5& MBtan Oasdt 7a 3ft, $*e And 

Stores 12b. 

BElWfe 9-4 AaroMng, 4-1 Eweyffaee, M WW« Ptokn, 7-1 Aafedretroes, M Sea God, lfrl 

Hurtkh, Bamond Crew, 12-1 eOMre 

199S Haafeh 6 8 4 G Mrftrt 14-1 (D Mntoj) 17 ren 

FORM GUIDE 

WHITE PLAINS B the chdtee to bast Hawtdaft, who can bounce off & fast surface and 0>es 
tor a repeat succea altar beating Douse Mabwt and BraBe m this race last )«ar. Ha h« 
Forga Lynch as hts partner This una and returns to ID futongs after res latest fifth of 15 
to Couse Ftehmgoreran emended 12ftutori($ at Rlpon. White Rains was in a much stror^er 
race at Sendown 10 daw ag. flnehbto severtn to fell, and hta earlier vdns at UndMM and 
Navcastle confirmed hart as a tost-#>und spectate. AcroMag has not won tor orer two 
yeere, but Is anothertaMnga drop in dassand Matt Henry fe booked after the fekSigfe (at- 
ea touth to Ftaowet^ at Beredey. Rhtel Bid ties won here on Identical Round and B tand- 
icepped to ptoy a part, but die race me* be a touch too strong tor CBiaj w f ll w e and 
AmMdMdTom. Baa God looks best of the othare. He has Dwtd McCaba on boad and was 
dose behind Hawtosh in an amateus’ race a Doncastar in June. 

Selection- wvutE PLAINS 


L HYPERION 

fejDO Saint Who 2^ BoirtaDOttonK Sc^ S30 

Rumbusticws 4 j 00 Multi Kantiwse (nfi)430TOtt 
NOIICE (nap) 5 j 00 Quintus Pecarais 530 Safa 

GOING: Good (aU-weathW - S"****^ v „ outskfe; 
STALLS: Straight course - aumhside; Im3fl0by«l ouuwfi. 

MhSMver RingfcTcAR PAKK: Club S3; remainder free. 

cssi jc«i» 


RT JWCTRT1 FIRST TOCB: Bw 

tyMwL Stnl tis frtmiWgUuil.NYtato. - 

rag fl godstdne iwrwjay® ^ BXN 
\2 mO \ spikes (CLASS E) £ 4^00 _ 

1-6503 BHOADGAJE HYBI (27) WJrr * 2 

l '& SS5 

—7 urtwrr - .... n,-, r 


RUM M fefe-fc. r-2 MeaRato. Saw tote. 8-1 BrowWsM R»« 
Itownm hax, 8-1 Zaaarif 

[2501 


jcrerollO 

20 cumossniasmMsn * 8 "IjSSSm 

„ ■-» 


6 . . RJARkYHSlffaj P rtarro8 11 SHW9 

7 0 OOU»GOOBESS(SJIB8»lnB811 WftyroY 

8 45 KMMSH(U5AJ(l«RMTiaicng811 RPrieefi 

9 06 WSKHCtoSOowail AD%ni 

JO HwrcUJHCsxJySll ClUtarS 

11 P8(FEC9f0nB.liT(snpitis811 NDayl2 

12 RBBALACADBrrCHotonBll MfeglsaA 

13 TSAPONG PROSPECT tort ttrsn^Mn 8 lUfetriwe 11 

14 3 TWOOMAOTOUferBU WR9rer*ro»a 

-ttdadmd- 

BETTM& 94 Weodfe. 6-1 Bod, MCn Street, Bdta, SIMM, 
Ffeww m TmrttagPnxvKt. «-l otaem 

fqrHnl EBF NUTFfELD MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS 

D) (D(V B) £4^250 added 2Y0 fWes 7f 

1 BASE MTarVkrs 811 NDagr7 

2 5 CHORUS SONS (USA) p5) PCh«flfe-HiomBll_J Raid 13 

3 Q0RSBttHCecj811 WRyanS 

4 BURE -I Toler 8 11 SSrudmU 

5 FAUNA NOatamSn AHmtbnii 

6 HOPE CHEST DlodCrSU WR9*twn4 

7 imiElWSSJiOCHSRiaaldBgSll RCortreaea 

8 MSHM5HWJM8U StaobN Dawta 3 

9 PBSMN BUE R taiuo BU OanoOTtoSU 

JD nHMOAPHortn&eil llbfeol 

11 0 SfiJO SANDS («4 T Mcfiaeci 8 11 IF£feR9 

12 00 TOPPSTWO (Z7) KQ»nlngsnv8ia«C 8 U — CMndrelO 

13 WAVBW J Dutep 8 11. STfelhwtaB 

14 WBLDOFEMBelBll HFfe*»S 

*14dKtevd~ 

BE7T1NC M Coriai, M Choree 9on& 8-1 Hope Chert, 7-1 Vha VonS, 
8-1 Fauna, UtttoWsa Rocker, 14-1 otiwn 

ICTR I ORIGIN NURSERY HANDICAP (CLASS E) 

£4^00 added 2W7f 340yds 

1 130 SMftHt BOV W(C)P Cote 9T DBr W M j 

2 118064 SB»E(««MM»*9? DSmarey (7)33 

3 3W4 HVSTIcS*WtlNK*to«fle97 IWEdferyA 

4 (££ *RBUSnOUS(7)(QRRHB»«o95(5edJBBBOlltolS 

5 500 PAIAB40N(Z7)GBBdng93 SDroroeS 

6 120255 SROCS ttt KEV (7) (Cfl M OWfea 9 2 ****”2 

7 30iS sUABWUElllWMPtoWglJrtte.***? 

O U54 STMTS QUEST pQ)0A4uVra 91 DHatewM 

ID 003344 GRESIBRE A C rflSSeMB 

it o n flS^P71SHfc88_ JpaafeBll 

g eSn S^9tt«S8£lA)WCCy»87_M»W4Wl 


13 4043 JAMUWniE<239SMUfc82 080412 

14 550 PWUJSOMC (15) S» kWl PteeccO 8 2 SSmftrelT 

15 366 MEmSm&OIC*kjm82 IFEgmS 

16 40006 SHARP RETum (IQ M 7 13. — ._BBmtortlO 

17 316500 BOW REIWEE CU6 (D) *1 Ifen 7 10_A MeCw% (7) 6 B 

-17dactered- 

MWnun wetfto 7H 10b. 7rue fereflefe tetot firms fewp 7sf 90. 
BEXTVtt 4-1 ftonw, 54 Rawtasttore, 6-1 SttafS Qm*. 7-1 Sira’s 
HyKre, Strife. MyrocOrortlOlrttim 

(Xfirn GRAHAM POTTBl ASSOCIATES SBJJNG 
HANDICAP (CLASS G) £3,000 lm 2T (AN) 

1 &PCOOO ZAMALB(fl>SA)(10)GlMccre4100 SWMtoortb3 

2 230404 tiawOENARRORCU9(!P|0C^r6912 — J Cam* 13 

3 400040 CMtoefS WHS OH (17) CT H ftaa* 9 9 9-D T—Ht f (7) B 

4 000505 aUBnZW(32)RFfets4S5 RfedMaE 

5 124010 MUh F8ANCHBE WKM BQbty39 5 IQrt»7 

6 CQ1CCQ «KSOMEPIWB?f3B(CD)JHfcl095 ACfeftA 

7 05340-2 IdtAFD (10) (CO) B UtMah 6 8 13 RCaekatoa9 

8 0464(8 OERRrGABDet(15)Tjfe«*n3812JDHBMnillB 

9 040940 kaiAJREQR-CKl) AI*D84B 12 AWbfea(3)14 

10 3006 0KMTIEEtE(13)JPDteai3811 LeanLag* 

11 100000 YBUWDMGON(Z4)8PWa3810 NOwfifel 

12 003482 COMBhf tthfil (B3| (D) N Baiy 9 8 10 GHtadS 

13 450000 OASS»OBiOff(USA)p4)RHarBi3S9_A»ta*ay32 

14 OOOQOfV COURT JESIER (713) M Ifen 5 8 8 — A McCvtty (7) 10 B 

-Mdactmd- 

BEIlttttt!4<tfeB f l*w w r ,5d.ae*Md.M.0Btoer»lttww,ik* m re- 
cbtee, 8-1 Chany Canton, 12-1 Clawdo DettgM. 14-1 Mfere 

rAfonl CHAMPAGNE JACQUARTMADEN STAKES 
(CLASS D) £5400 added Tf 

1 00 OASSICYinRflMI(lS)RHBHfe390 AKtori^rlB 

2 <33- O08PUBtt.mil (US4J (314 PQ* 3 90 — BCadmtl 

3 062053 DON BOSK) (29) mM Stow 390 — WR9Mfeum*V 

4 FBICS«QUBSrRaadBr390 RBMfeto(7)2 

5 MSttOMcnUter39 0 SSarrtarall 

6 0 KARINMIE DM B Ittb 3 9 0 ID Safe (5) 17 

7 0 BEBALSPlHfXWB (CAM (17) P Ccte390 C Ratter 7 

8 403 1ARENOIICE(U)6Harei)Od390 PatErtdBylB 

9 00- HBa(<7«M8BaiyRrtB«uv4813 DMW(5« 

ID OOGQO SHWMOAIE(iO)lfeJCacl4813 ACfeklA 

11 00 B4EJ»B0MWUtBsan389 OUAtaaS 

12 00 OMLflF MV DREAMS (IS) M MBBnffe 3 89 J tfcWM B 

13 0223® HM0HUXJPU{15)S 7*001339 OH»13 

14 33 AJBASHH SUNSET (8C) (BF)AS»flfl389-S*ttrertfc 1 

15 IACAIIJCHA (USA) P QrofeNfen 3 B 9 J KNM9 

16 FSK1UALH0KPMbM3B9 IQ*mS£ 


17 0- HURT tirer sac (32^ tod Hufe«to389JJffeTteor 12 

18 0 SmWflH)MCBrrowi389 RFartaaB 

-Udedared- 

BE1TMB: 8-1 la—ttw. Carpooi fens, 7-lJvraM SaaacO, Faacmft 
Qnast, 8-1 Dtai Berio, Hmsakm, Take Nottea, 10-lottere 

1270)1 HBLBBLISKJLEY HEATH HANDICAP (CLASS 
n\ £5100 ndr te d Tf 

1 106540 OBW (46) (0 A Moore 4 9 13 GaodyfetotolO 

2 030005 CMBC*Iwe(U)Qlafe3912 AVHwtare (3)26 

3 031040 RAMS (IQ (ES) Ms L Sorts 6 9 11 IFEffB* 

4 3310-00 SE»AL(i7)RNBh*tt499_ SSrethnB 

6 545230 NWSHWni(28)JFWaM396 N¥artBy(3)13 

6 30246 MPMY COHWT (USA) (3) G Hroecd 3 95 — ACfe*S8 

7 040060 QtNUS DGtoeUS (97) (CO) Bktoehsr 4 9 4-MWteatt IB 

8 514 SHADOW CAS7WG (C9 (D) 3 (*s 3 9 4 FMBMary? 

9 002206 FR9MSBK9)<Q(D)M^an583 ttBarteain 

10 011-0 SHKrttttJBEUMA {Uf(C} Plead HuatokR 392 

- Atone Cock (5)5 

11 4-25034 REMUrADRBUI(l«M9touH392_WR9fertn3V 

12 001650 1HCSQFBMSnnmMfhan3813-AMcIfefiv(7)8 

13 0020 FHANttODFRBf (160) PWfe)n38U. 1 Coot* IS 

14 100006 $H4flPfifSNARr(S7)(CO)8Sma(t4611-!tOacrtBMtt 

15 325030 S AMSOIrtiWCTPHoMng889 Itfeal 

16 313403 «M)WWP(7)(Q(D)RMnerer688-JfeWirMRMB 

17 64-1600 BBIMMYRARK(10) HisANng388 I Retd 37 

IB 000010 UTMjmZBaL«U9A )P7)W Pfera387 fiMadl 

BETTRIK 7-1 Shadow Ceettog, 10-1 CafeatBre.MUtogrCMboy, ReelyA 
Oreere. 12-1 Bride. M aiafe rp a , Stmp hnft H-lottwre 

MARSH GREEN MAIDBi STAKES (CLASS . 
LH^lJ D] £5400 added lm 3f 106yds 1 

1 CH U W W M tIH C SflCft 5 B 7 OHfetoOBl , 

2 34 BHU£Tlfl6H(27)IBaKkR3812 RferaneteB 

3 O- lAAaMAFOOZpZURPtrtp»3812 R Partem ID ' 

4 052242 HACM0RI8S(USA)E47)P0ato3812 Frt6ddecy2 i 

5 1DBVMMNfesANrC3812 -I (fere 12 

6 05 CMBOUA(U)Dlkatey38T — M Breton 0 i 

7 63 CLASSK DAME (R0 (16) R Hms 3 8 7 ABtedfeS 

8 OB tUCWHOOFOTCS«ar387 SSaafereS , 

9 0-44443 FOSSESSHC ARD5IE (26) M Sbwe 3 8 7 l*M4 

10 m sAFklUSA)(U)ASnren387 Sttto haarth S 

11 5 THERE ARENA 04) S Meier 3 B 7 WferoT 

12 0500 VBtCrtt CA FRlU4COaOKBPBWCe3B7 fl PaHn Hl 


10 m SAniUSA)(U)ASn«n387 SVfc tonatt i 3 

11 S THBCARB«ACZ4)SUeAcr3B7 WfeanT 

13 0500 WBSBttCA FRANCO (10R BPB*ce387 SBarteelU 

-I24edn4- 

aailNte 4* Bart, 5-i rmn e *M e Arttato, 6-1 BaBrt Wdv 7-1 Oeealc 
Cteree. (tom**, tix*yHoof, 12-loowts 
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“but he was a little too babyish 
for a race like that and be 
didn't give a true indication of 
his talent.” 

Pricket, a distant second to 
Lady Caila at Epsom, has bet- 
ter Group One form, bot in her 
BfeTnina fa an imponder- 
able. Diminuendo, her full sis- 
ter, succumbed to Minster Son 
is the 1988 Leger when breath 
failed her in the final furlong, 
and Pricket is freely available at 
20-1 for Saturday’s Clas si c. 

“If she does stay, I’m sure 
She’D run very weD because 
she’s in good form and top con- 
dition,” Crisfbrd said, “but ob- 
viously it's abig question if she’ll 
get the trip.” 

Minster Son was the most re- 
cent of Willie Carson’s three 
Leger winners, but he appears 
to stand little chance of in- 
creasing his total in what is ex- 
pected to be his final season in 
the saddle. Carson has been 
booked to ride Desert Boy*, a 
66-1 outrider, for Pester Chap- 
ple-Hyam, who holds a more 
realistic chance of victory with 
either Chief Contender or, in 
particular. Heron Island, who 

will be the mount of John RekL 


Tbe bookmakers’ ante-post lists are racing’s futures market. Read- 
ers can catch up with the_ latest developments - best prices are 
in bold - in this sphere with 7he Independents Tuesday service 

The Irish challenger Gordi has been backed from 12-1 dcnra 
in as short as 6 - 1 for Saturday's St Leger. Shantou has been (wt-pd 
from 12-1 to 8-1 for the Doncaster Classic. 

Options Open is 10-1 from 14-1 for the Ayr Gold Cup with 
Ladbrokes after his York win last week. In the same race, Cyra- 
no’s Lad is 12-1 from 25-1 with the same firm. Coastal Bluff fa 
now 6-1 favourite bom 7-L 


towing ms success m a tuui-i m romerract, is 

now 4-1 favourite with William Hfli and has been backed from 
8-1 to 5-1 for the race with Ladbrokes. 

Farther down the Cesarewiicb list, the former winner Train- 
gjot fa 33-1 with Coral AU the otherfirms go 16-1 about the Jim- 
my HtzGerald-trained stayer. 

/an Davies 


6mm Dona fp W HamaAtat 9to) 40-1 2^1 33-1. 

Amronff Bamrt5K3g» 5&J 25^ 40J, 

Rleli drew fN BvcrofWat 10IM Si 25^ 33-1 

(NB: onff 22 tan aw$ Each**# a tjuortBr the ortfi, ptocea 2, Z 3 4 (Doncaster, ummt) 


gwJBHIS 5&1 MO _ SD: 1 

Eocfc-ray a ouaner the odds, places 1. 2 . 3 rDonosanr. Saturtay) 


ir Gold 


Handle 


lQ-i n-i 
12-3 14-1 
i 2 -i ia -1 
12-1 gO-1 
16-1 20-1 
16-1 20-1 


2 S-1 25-1 


Svhre ParedMo (C Brtttton) 33-1 33-1 25-1 

Ttedburreur (Ms A fettottan) 254 33-1 25-1 25-3_ 

Eactymoy a ouarrer me odds, ptacss 12 3,4 Vyf. Swutiay. 21 SeptotntMri 


Ponttw (GVftaflO yc* - 

Htotao totEfefiouche) 113 §4 7-1 . J .3; 

atwhmiM +n 64 64 z?.. ± 

Ctwartc CCcire (Sgeefl Bln Suroori _ B-l g4 BJ, Wz 

RtoadMa IP Cote) Jfel §4 54 & 

totolMtel 104 10-1 10 -1 6- 

ft— t* -tm Rowr-Punrel 124, 10-1 -1Q4 IQ: 

a— «*IW riam) 144 16-1 tfe 

WtooflaM IM Strata) 1 64 lfrl 20 -1 30- 

OcTHroy a qoBrtarffre ooHs, ffeces 12 3, fta«t rtam Sunttar. B October} 


goldten Anow ft 
Hrehoratotani H 




^CING SEKV 1 ^^ 

^891 261 i: 


IiuTe COMMENTflRl 



BATH 

lARLlttCHARDHOUSEI^O^ 

g. 1 - 2 . rrumnrn Song iB-1; 1 a * t0U, ®J^ 

s& 

CcmptrtT Strait ft*^^- 44 - 66 - 1rfc * 

» SttSSfciflSSSSS 

St7J» 

zifi; t. SffiBt fiWE 0 

SSsSSssa 


DF: £20.40. CSft £4125. TricaSC £22&8& 

Too: £40.40. ^ 

S4K 3- KHASSAH (W Cason) 11-8; 2. 
Ovteon4-7 tw. 2 row IVt U GosOan, New- 
martreu. Ttite: £2-30. 

345 : 3 - ARCWIYUCBno® 12 -lia.fiOro 
prism 10-1: 3. Lopflcta 10- 1. Ifi ren. 34 
to FterfcaGift. 2Y^ fP fenfetonO. 

TotK £12.60: £350. £200. O-JO. OF: 
£72.60. CSF: £125-27. Tncasn £Ufia36. 
Tno; £388.00. 

4J& 3_ L0VWG AND GWTNS (C RiflIErt 
100-30 Ibk 2- Hype Energy 33-3; 3- 

ay Wentafel. Toa: £440; £1.70. £3.30. 
jS. 70 DF: M&SO- CSF: £9733. Tnoc 
£ 332 . 60 . NR Wee Oant 

4.4S: 1. UWSMCK 1AD U Bad) 9-2; 2. 
NaA Bonam* 9-lt< 3. J&b uVbsb* 144; 


4. Jum* 7-2 to. 16 mu 'A. 1Y«. (WTrtir, 
imbcum). mac £5.40: £130, £1.90. 
£3.60. £130. DF: £2430. CSF: £4481. 1H- 
esse £526.49. Ttax £5700. 

Ptaropot: £370.40. Qoatpc*: E3&00. 
Pto* fc £»a93. Ptaco 6: £87.71. 

SOUTHWSX 

iOOS X. NORM MOW Mr R Thornton) 
11-^ 2. Turin Creaks 12-1; 3. Sporttog Ifek 
8-2. IS ran 92 to M0»n. m 3%. © 
NkJKtts.lfesto-toto £4.40: £2JD.£S.40. 
£330. DR £57.30. CSF; £6&8E- Trtcasc 
fSii.«sa. Tna £31920. NR: Atok. 

7 ^ 1 wtACBant jack (Pftobat^ 

6-4 to; 2. PitaBttB Bakn 11-2; a. Hoh M»- 

jssto 8-1. 12 tan. 5. hd. U Sany. Cockto 

hand-toiK £250: £1-20, £220, E2M. DF: 
ro nn csft £12333. Titt £930. 


3^0C 1- WAime GAME (W R Swrturr) 
1-2 to; 2. Davla Ro«* 100-30: i Rates 
Of Amin 34-3. 33 ran. 3^ 5. (D Lotier. ftof- 
mrekrt). tots: £1.60; £110. £U0, £330. 
OF: £L80. CSR £3.78. Trios £1320. W. 
Supreme Matnoon. 

320:3. UlOUR)FmUJEE>RAIoCfea) 
10 -1; 2. St*rParton*ar5-lfav:X Barba* 
Hooaa 14-1; 4. Baynk 14-3. 17 ran. lYv 
3V*. (W Hstok Matron). Tore: £26.50: 
£3/40, £1.60. £420. £520. DF; £74.80. 
CSF: £9424. Trieast £3.09820. TriK 
£63690. 

4J» 1. MAKE READY (KFafcw) 9-2 to: 
Z TWrart SaapttM 7-1; 3. ttraOtza 114. 
IB taw Z 2. (I Natta. Nawonl'MK £L50s 
£120. £320. £540. DF*. £iaiO. CSF: 
£3&26-Trtcast £333X0. Trice £17540. NR 
Baraehois Lad. Le ShJttSa. 


420: l-BJONiawSl (Emma CfGorran) 
7-2; 2. Slap On Dartre 12-1; 8. B rtaa ^ rta 
Touch 11-8 to. 12 no. W, >5. Mts N 
Macauley. Melton Moubrey). Tote: £>140: 
£120, £260, £120. DF: £26.00. CSR 
£47.96. Trio: £10.40. 

SjOO: £. MANSUR «J R McCTOa) 8-1; 2 
ctNoBarlO-l: 3.Yavorbnd 10- 1; 4,woa- 
aprtte 12-1. 36 ren. 3-1 to Marts Hajtfffl 
(500- 2.110 Latter. Nw w maHa O - Tote: 
£1110: £320. £3.00. £ 330 . £270. DF: 
£243»- CSF: £99.76. THcast £792S.Trto: 
£10020 

JacNpoC Not won; £15243 J8 carried fw- 
wart to Ungtod today. 

Ptacapoe £2130. OiadpoC £520. 

Place & £4733. Pteoa ft £3Dti6 




• ~f.T- sr ‘ yr 
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QUEST IN EUROPE: One footballer’s legal battle may help bring European success to British clubs. Phil Shaw reports 

Optimism returns after the dark years 


P eter Schmeichel was bracing hims elf 
for bad news. Even so, when Alex 
Ferguson confirmed that he would 
not be facing Barcelona before 
115.000 people in the Nou Camp Stadium, 
he could not hide hs pique. “It’s a stupid rule,' 1 
he said. “Can't you do anything about it?” 

The legislation which so annoyed Man- 
chester United’s Danish goalkeeper was im- 
posed by Uefa, European football’s governing 
body, and allowed teams to field a maximum 
of three foreigners in Continental competi- 
tion. British dubs were particularly aggriev- 
ed; all but a few Scottish, Irish and Welsh 
players were classified as foreign. 

Ferguson, who recalled SchmeicheFs re- 
action in his diary 4 Year in the Life, reasoned 
that he needed the best 10 outfield players 
available. He brought in Gary Walsh, and al- 
though United’s 4-0 rout had more to do with 
tactical poverty than a Pon tin’s League keep- 
er, their interest in the Champions’ League 
was over far another two years. 

Around the same time, Blackburn suc- 
cumbed to the Swedish part-timers of Trelie- 
borgs, Aston Villa to Turkey’s Trabzonspor. 
Last year, in the space of 48 hours, Leeds and 
Liverpool followed United out of the Uefa 
Cup; Blackburn officially became also-rans 
in the Champions' League; and Everton de- 
parted the Cup-Winners’ Cup. 

Yet when United return to the premier tour- 
nament tomorrow against the holders, Ju- 
ventus, Schmeichel will be in the starting 
line-up. In fact, all Old Itafford's sundry 
Dutchmen and Norwegians, Czechs, Celts and 
Francastrians can play if the manager is so 
minded. United's corporate empire may 
have been powerless to overturn one “stupid 
rule", but a journeyman Belgian footballer did. 

As a by-product of Jean-Marc Bosnian’s 
successful legal challenge to the transfer sys- 
tem between European Union countries, the 
three-foreigners rule is no more. That fact, 
allied to England's “success” in Euro 96 and 
the influx of big-name players from abroad, 
has encouraged the belief in some quarters 
that Premiership clubs are about to reassert 
their dominance in Europe. 

For there was a time when they beat more 
than their breasts. The Champions’ Cup was 
won seven times in eight seasons prior to the 
Heysel tragedy of 1985 and the ban on Eng- 
lish chibs which followed; the Uefa Cup on 
nine occasions between 1968 and '84. The sus- 
pension was lifted six years ago. since when 
the trophy cabinet would be bare but for Unit- 
ed and Arsenal lifting the less prestigious Cup- 
Winners' Cup. 

Eric Cantona recognises that Bosnian has 
moved the goalposts. “The last time we were 
in the European Cup we had a great team but 
we bad five foreigners as well as injuries and 
suspensions,’’ he told United's club magazine. 
“Now we have no excuses. If we don’t win it 
it will be because we're not good enough- But 
1 think we are.” 

Nottingham Forest’s Frank Clark, a Champ- 
ions’ Cup winner as a player, was the only 
British manager whose involvement in Europe 
extended beyond Christinas last season. De- 
spite Forest’s run to the Uefa Cup quarter-fi- 
nals, a backs-to-the-wall affair, be noticed that 
the domestic game was still the only one in step. 

“European competition is all about keep- 
ing the ball,” he said. “The Continentals play 
a more cagey game based on possession 
whereas we give it away too easily. Our foot- 
ball goes from end to end. I firmly believe the 
Premiership is the most exciting league in Eu- 
rope, though I wouldn't say it’s the best. Tb 
re-establish our credibility we really need to 
win the Champions' Cup again." 

Clark expects the rule change to enhance 
United's prospects. “Our game was uniquely 
affected by it. It wasn’t a big problem for me 
except that I wasn't able to have the keeper 
on the bench I wanted, but it was a major draw- 
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back for Alex. What a penalty to have, when 
you're competing against the best, to have to 
leave out someone of Schmekhel's quality. 

“But I’d have expected United to do bet- 
ter this time anyway. They won the double 
with a team in transition, and Alex has made 
some excellent signings since. It’s still going 
to be difficult because we don’t have the ex- 
perience of Europe we had 20 years ago, but 
it must help not luving to juggle about with 
nationalities.” 

For Aston Villa’s Brian Little, tonight marks 
his managerial debut in Europe. His quali- 
fied optimism for the English representatives 
is influenced by the Bosnian verdict. 

"I do feel this country is on the verge of 
achieving something in Europe again," he said 
“Whether it’s this season or whether it’ll 


require more experience. I'm not sure. But 
the platform is there in the Premiership - 
we’re giving ourselves a real chance. 

Villa's dose-season recruits were a Serb, 
Sasa Curcic, and Ifortugal’s Fernando Nelson. 
Under the previous regulations. Little would 
have had to think twice about compounding 
the complications of team selection m Europe 
by such signings. 

“Of course it [the abolition of the limit] will 
be a factor. The Liverpool and Leeds skies who 
did well in Europe in the TOs always had a 
good mix of personalities from different 
backgrounds. At Aston Villa we’ve got peo- 
ple from all sorts of cultures. They add to the 
flavour of the team. Our lads see things the 
foreign boys do and think : “Yeah, TU try that'." 

However, Tittle’s hopes are based on 


more than the freedom to field a polyglot 
team. In his view, English football has been 
undergoing a transformation for three years 
now. Two revisions of the laws have had an 
impact* outlawing the tackle from behind and 
discouraging the backpass. 

"In the ’80s you could be successful with 
athleticism and strength. Flair was stifled by 
spoiling tactics. There was a lot of long ball 
and squeezing up to get offsides. Now I think 
we’ve come full drde to when I played. It was 
rough then, though people were passing the 
ball around. Today we're playing with pace 
and technique, closer to the rest of Europe.” 

Like Gaik, Little remains cautious about 
proclaiming the Premiership as the best 
league. “People say that, but we still haven’t 
got the mentality the Continentals have. The 


minute someone's left out of the side they’re 
thinking : “I mi ght as well go somewhere else*. 
Over there you see afl the subs leaping up 
when they score, along with the guys in suits 
not in the 16. 

“We’re definitely going in the right direc- 
tion. We’ve just got to come to terms with the 
concept of working from a squad of 22. The 
sooner there’s a transfer ban during the sea- 
son, the better ” 

Perhaps Monsieur Bosnian could make that 
his next project, moving on to address the 
anomaly whereby a player can move abroad 
on a free transfer when his contract is up but 
not to another English dub. In the meantime, 
one man's victory looks like having a knock- 
on effect forfor Ferguson, Little and the rest, 
not to mention Peter Schmeichel. 


Swedish pair lie in wait ^ Ej* Mclnnes makes grade 

Maine Road 


There was a time when the prin- 
cipal danger in European ties 
with Swedish dubs was the dam- 
age done to British supporters' 
wallets by the country's astro- 
nomic prices. Not any more, as 
Manchester United and Black- 
burn Rovers could testify. 

The English champions of the 
last two seasons have been em- 
barrassed by Swedish dubs, 
both of whom would barely 
register in a 1st of European 
powers. IFK Gothenburg and 
Trelleborgs made it a black au- 
tumn in Lancashire two years 
ago, so it would befoUy for New- 
castle United and Aston Vilia to 
be complacent in the first round 
of the Uefa Cup tonight 

They face Halms tads and 
Helsingborgs at St James' and 
Villa Park respectively. And as 
Villa’s Gareth Southgate ad- 
mitted: “We know nothing 
about the opposition, and that’s 
the worry. We hadn't even spo- 
ken about Helsingborgs until 
yesterday.” 

Helsingborgs could have been 
lying in wait for Manchester 
United in the Champions’ 
League but for losing their final 
two games Iasi term. They are 
seoond Again in the Swedish 


Guy Hodgson on 

the dangers for 
British clubs In 
tonight's Uefa Cup 

League and they beat Dynamo- 
93 Minsk of Belarus 4-1 on ag- 
gregate in the Uefa Cup 
preliminary round. They indude 
Roland Niisson, the former 
Sheffield Wednesday full-back. 

Villa, the Coca-Cola Cup 
winners, will be without Sasa 
Curcic, who was signed too 
late for the 15 August European 
deadline and misses the first two 
rounds, and probably their goal- 
keeper Mark Bosnich. who is 
struggling with foot and knee in- 
juries. What their manager, 
Brian Little, hopes will be pre- 
sent is a discipline that was lack- 
ing on Saturday when Arsenal 
were allowed to come back 
from 2-0 down to draw 2-2. 

“We have got to learn how to 
beep the ball better when we are 
in a position like that. It could 
be a key factor,” he said. 

Kevin Keegan would say 
amen to that. The Newcastle 
manager watched his players 
lose possession and their heads 


in their last home European tie, 
allowing a 3b0 lead to dissolve 
to 3-2 against Athletic Bilbao 
two years ago. The lesson was 
rammed home with a 1-0 defeat 
in Spain that meant they were 
eliminated on away goals. 

That should be an adequate 
cure for over-confidence but if 
it is not, the identity of the 
Halmstads coach would com- 
plete the job. Tom Prahl was in 
charge of uellebotgs when they 
ousted Blackburn in 1994. 

Arsenal are likely to meet 
Borussia MOnchengladbach 
without David Seaman, who 
damaged a hamstring playing for 
England in Moldova nine days 
ago. MOnchepgladbadi finally 
won their first game of the sea- 
son - 3-1 against Hamburg - at 
the fourth attempt on Saturday. 
Hamburg's defeat will have 
been warmly greeted at Celtic, 
who meet them in Glasgow. 

Barry Town's captain, Ian 
French, feared that he might 
Brian the biggest game of his ca- 
reer after collapsing in a car 
park and injuring his head. 
However, a brain scan revealed 
no abnormalities and the 29- 
year-old central defender will 
play at Aberdeen. 


Manchester Gty have missed 
out on a £75m investment by the 
Saudi Prince \talid Ibn GalaL 
whose advisers yesterday in- 
formed the club's chairman, 
Francis Lee, th3t they had lost 
interest in the First Division 
side, writes Alan Nixon. 

Prince Walid, whose money 
helped Euro-Disney survive, 
wanted to buy control at Maine 
Road and spend some of his 
personal fortune on signings. 

Lee, however, refused to 
show the club accouuts to 
Whitt's Canadian-based Mis- 
sion Hill Group. Lee is under 
growing pressure aL Maine 
Road, with no manager, poor 
results and other groups t alkin g 
with rival shareholders. 

The Wigan chairman, Dave 
Whelan, with f 130m, has been 
wooed by Gty shareholders, bit 
he was reluctant to move be- 
cause of uncertainly over the 
club's financial position. 

Fergus McCann, the Celtic 
chairman, told the dub's annual 
meeting that turnover in the last 
financial year was FI 6m. with 
profits of £2.74m. 


The last time Rangers came 
within 90 minutes of Lhe Euro- 
pean Cup final, Derek Mclnnes 
was on the verge of joining the 
Rangers of London. 

The Morton midfielder was 
staying in a London hotel in 
April 1993, sweating on a move 
to Queen's Park Rangers, when 
Wilier Smith's side met Mar- 
seille. A 1-1 draw denied the 
Scottish champions the chance 
to face Milan just as Morton's 
intransigence over a fee cost 
Mclnnes his move to English 
football. 

However, the 25-year-old 
midfielder’s fortunes have since 
taken a turn for the better and 
he will be among the Rangers 
(of Glasgow) squad in Switzer- 
land for tomorrow’s opening 
Champions' League match 
against Grasshopper Zurich, 
competing for a place with Paul 
Gascoigne and Brian Laudrup. 

“I can remember watching 
Rangers on TV when they 
played Marseille away in April 
1993 in the Champions’ League 
and Ian Durrani scored the 
goal," Mclnnes said. 

“I was in a London hotel with 
Dougic Freedman, now of Crys- 
tal Palace, who like me was also 


a big Rangers fen. Morton had 
agreed a fee with Gerry Fran- 
cis [then QPR manager] and I 
thought I was going to join 
QPR. But within a short peri- 
od I was back at Cappielow and 
soon I suffered a serious injury. 

“I'd been at Ibrox for other 
matches in the Champions' 
League that season and I paid 
my way in. So when I finally 
came here, I knew what the at- 
mosphere was like but coming 
on and scoring against Alania 
Vladikavkaz at Ibrox in the 
preliminary round was a huge 
highlight. 

“We were trailing at half- 
time so to help turn the game 
round was a big thrill for me. 
With the competition for places, 
J definitely know I have to make 
an impression in every game to 
keep in the manager’s thoughts." 

Mclnnes is indeed in Smith's 
ploiH for tomorrow's game in a 
group which includes Ajax and 
Auxerre. The right-back, Alex 
Oeland. is the only fitness con- 
cern, with treatment required on 
a shin problem. 

Ian Ferguson and Craig 
Moore are in contention for 
'laces among the substitutes, 
iut the rest of the side will be 


E; 


familiar, with AIfy McCoist and 
Peter van Vossen pressing for 
starting roles. 

Smith's primary concern, 
however, remains making a 
better start to the campaign 
than last season, when Rangers 
were beaten 1-0 by Sleaua 
Bucharest in Romania and 
failed to win a game. 

“We want to show more in a 
positive sense than we did that 
night against Sleaua," Smith 
said. "Grasshopper have won 
their league for two years and 
this is their second Champions’ 
League campaign, so they have 
a high standard of player. 

“There is no doubling the 
quality of Kubilay Tiirkyilmaz. 
He can deliver a greai ball into 
the box from free-kicks and he's 
vciy quick. But I feel we are 
stronger overall than we were 
last year and better equipped for 
the matches to come. 

“If we can get through the 
first period of games, we could 
be strengthened further when 
Alan McLaren and David Rob- 
ertson arc fiL” 

Both defenders are back in 
training but it may be another 
three or four weeks before they 
are ready for first-team games. 


Cowboys 


ftmarican ffootbaH 

MATT TENCH 
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the New York Giants, 27-0. 
"We executed a lot belter than 
last week,” Troy Altaian. tlw 
Cowboys quarterback, said. 
Smith, who looked to have sus- 
tained a serious injury against 
the Bears, once again con- 
founded medical science by 
taking his place in the starting 
line-up, and promptly rushed for 
94 yards ana a touchdown. 

The San Franc&co 4fcrs also 
. achieved that relative NFI . rarity, 
adtut-out. as tiwy dispatched the 
St Louis Rams, 3441 The de- 
fensive tackle Bryant Young 
claimed three of his team’s seven 


sacks. For the second week run- 
ning the 49cre had three rushing 
touchdowns, but have yet to 
record one through the air. 

The NFC West, over which the 
49c re exercise traditional domi- 
nance. has already been labelled 
die NFC Worst by the Bay Area 
papers, a monicker that seems 
deserved given the starts made 
b> Atlanta, New Orleans and the 
Rams (one win between them). 
The exception could be Carolina 
Ptin there. New to the league a 
year ago, they required six weeks 
to record Ibeir first NFL victory. 
This time around success has 


arrived rather more quickly, with 
the defeat of the Saints taking 

tbeir record to 2-0. 

That mark is matched by the 
Miami Dolphins, now- operating 
under the gplvanisb^! influence or 
Jimmy Johnson. They stuffed 
Arizona 38-10, with Karim 
Abdul-Jahbar, the rookie starting 
in the backfiekL claiming a cou- 
ple ofTDs.lt is early days, but the 
AFC East may prove to be the 
most competitive in the league, 
with B uffal o and Indianapolis 
sharing Mimas unbeaten record. 

Less likely to he competing fur 
a play-off spot are the New York 


Jets. The worst team of 1995, they 
regrouped lavishly in the dose- 
season. TWo bad defeats later it 
seems that nothing can slop 
them losing, not even divine in- 
tervention. Having been clob- 
bered in Denver a week ago, the 
Jets game against Indianapolis 
was held up because of lightning 
swirling around Giants Stadium. 

It was the first time a match 
had been so delayed, but alas for 
the Jets it was resumed 32 min- 
utes later, and the visitors won 
21-7. 

Results, Sporting Digest. 
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Swindon show fight 

Ice hockey 


STEVE FINDER 


It was another weekend where 
Super League teams won all 
their games against Premier 
League sides, but at least Swin- 
don Ice Lords made a fist of it 
before two narrow defeats. 

Against Cardiff Devils, Swin- 
don Tell behind twice in the first 

quarter tonhw equalised with- manenester the dav ht-fitwT 
in seconds both times before go- Storm takinu a ? n i Lt.f ' 
ing down 3-0 in the second t 0 trail Joe SlcfeS 
5-2 alhalf-Utnt. Jam Vnan™ £ rfSWSL *£ 

though, to close to 6 - 3 , 


pulled back two for a 6-4 score- 
line. The last thing they probably 
needed was a trip to Manches- 
ter Storm s rink the next day, but 
at tire end of the first quarter 
Swmdon were only 2-1 down. De- 
spue a hat-trick from Storm’s 
Craig Woodcraft in the second 
penod, titey went into the third 

IE? L c down - Event uailv. 
though. Storm prevailed 6 - 4 . 

Slough Jets had worried 
Manchester the day before. 



opens up 
against 



Tennis 


DERRICK WHYJH 

reports from Newtorit ^ 

Pete Sampras saved his Grand 
Slain season- by batting his 
long-time rival Michael Chang < 
in stfatgbfsets to. defend his - 
United States' Open' title at -• 
Flushing Meadow. 


. -UMIU.il 

and Pctn Murtowara then 


on court duiing a fiftivset tie- 
breaker' in the quaffef-fnriJs, ; 
was at the tep of. his gape. to 
daim a 6-l, 6-4, 7-6 win iter his ’ ’ • 
fourth. Open crown and eighth 'v 

Grand Stem champio nship The ' v ' ' 

win extended hs streak to four' ~ 
successive seasons with at least 
ana Grand S3am title. 

Sampras, the top seed, also re- 
tained his world No 1 status in 
fighting off the second-seeded. - 
Drang, who would have leap- . 
flogged hhn in the rankings had 
he won. “It definitely saved my 
year,” said Sampras, whose 
match was delayed two hotus by i 
rain that hit the stadium okk 
ments after Steffi Graf hadbeaE- 1 
en Monica Seles to successful^ = - 
defend her title in a rematch of 'fr 
last yearns women's final 
These were the last finals to : 
be played on Louis Armstrong 
Stadium Court.' Next /year, a : 
23,500-seal stadium wfll be the - 
centrepiece of a revamped com- ' 
pleoL Sampras’s powerhouse 
serve carried him past Chang 
but his groundstrokes also had : 
their, familiar zing, unlike the : 
form he stowed in his struggle 
agamstthe unseeded Spaniard > 
Alex Gorretja in the quarters. ■ 

“I played some good match- 
es and I played some bad . 
matches. I got through the Cor- 
retja match but I never thought 
rdbea winner," Sampras said. 

Chang and Sampras first 
played each other 17 years ago . 
as schoolboys in San Diego. 
Chang dominated their series as ' 
juniors, but now that they are 
professionals Sampras has tak- 
en charge. Sampras, 25, had his 
serve broken only once by 
Chang as he beat him for the 
ninth time in their last 10 meet- 
ings to extend his lead in their 
personal series to 11-7. 

“1 think the best part oft 
Pete’s game tonight was his*J 
serve,” Chang said. “I’ve played 
Pete so many times, Tm used to 
it You just go out there and tiy • 
to stay positive. It was one of 
those tough days." 

“I played toy best of the 
tournament against Michael,” 
Sampras said. “It was one of nfy 
best matches I’ve played in my 
career." 

Graf blocked out all her dis- 
tractions and doubts and also 
played one of her most domi- 
nant matches to claim another 
Grand Slam crown. The Ger- . 
man, w'ho had struggled to find 
her game and maintain her fo- 
cus during the fortnight, put it 
all together to beat Seles 7-5, 6-4 
and move one step closer to the 
undisputed title of all-time 
greatest women's player. 

“I felt so nervous before the 
match and 1 felt like I had an up- 
set stomach," admitted 27-year- 
old Graf after successfully 
defending her title in her 29th ap- 
pearance in a Grand Slam final. 

Hie trial of her father, Peter Gra£ 
began during the tournament 
and he feces up to 10 years in 
prison for tax offences. 

The Open victory was Grafs 
fifth and raised her Grand Slam 
total to 21 -three titles shy of the ft 
Australian Margaret Smith 
Court's total of 34, which includes 
11 Australian Open crowns. 

Henman hits 
new heights 

Tim Henman, the British No 1 
who celebrated his 22nd birth- 
day last Friday, yesterday re- 
ceived his highest world 
ranking, of 33, after his perfor- 
mance at the US Open. 

Henman, who was beaten in 
the last 16 by Stefan Edberg at 
Flushing Meadow, has now 
matched fellow Briton Greg 
Rusedski's highest ranking. 
Rusedski reached No 33 m 
January, but is now No 75. 
However, Henman wfll miss . 

out on a cash windfall after be- 
ing ranked 20th in the qualify- 
ing order for the Compaq 
Grand Slam Cup, which carries 
a £lm first prize. Only the top : 

16 of the Grand Siam season 
qualify for the Munich tourna- ■_ 
menl from 3-8 December. 

Danny Sapsford, the British 
Davis Cup player, beat the- 
Spaniard Ignacio ThiyoL ranked 

73 places above him on the ATP 
cwiTputer, 6-3, 64 in thefirst^ 
round of the Bournemouth in-#; , 
temational Open at the West 
Hants Club yesterday. Hardly ' 
had Sapsford left the court, 
when a phone call informed Him 
Jhai his wife, Yulri, had gone 
,n to labour. 

Two other British players,. 

Colin Beecher, from Kent, and.. 

“l e ear-old Martin Lee, of- 
Wnrthing, both wild cards^wens \ 
beaten in the first round. 
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sport 






P ne number vital to securing Hill’s future I was lucky 

to keep my 
lead intact 



hold 

n 'onHflJsfStiM C p ,0n on Da ' 
track .7^' Ev ents od the 

d3CllVityoff 

fr^rivewffi ift 1 * 1 * W?uafion 

^o d o U ^- be ^«cW 
1 hat P r< >speci was seriously 


undermined when he span out 

?* Sunday's race, bar Jacques 
Vuleneuve's problems more 
than compensated for error by 
tnu Englishman, who will secure 
the title in Portugal on Sunday 

week if his Williams- Renault 

team-mate fails to beat him by 
four points. 

In the meantime, HiU’s rep- 
resentatives, with, no doubt, a 
little help from Formula One's 
impresario, Bemie Eccle- 
stone, will be pursuing dis- 
cussions and endeavouring to 
lay foundations with W illiam s* 
rivals. 

Benetion-Ren ault still look 
the best bet, perhaps the more 


so after Jean Alesi, the driver 
under threat, declared himself 
“happy for Ferrari’s win" rather 
than disappointed at being beat- 
en into second place by Michael 
Schumacher. 

Renault are understood la be 
especially to carry the 
Nol in their final season of 


sumaDly be vailing to involve 
themselves is any financial 
arrangement to settle the re- 
maining year on the French- 
man's contract. 

McLarcn-Mercedes repre- 
sent a possibility for Hill and if, 
as sources in Germany appear 
convinced, they are about to 


lure Williams' mueb-vnunted 
chief designer, Adrian Ncwey, 
both men would be happy to 
continue their partnership and 
friendship next season. 

Against that, Mercedes 
would probably prefer a Ger- 
man in one of their cars rather 
than another Briton, while Fin- 
land's Mika Hakkinen rein- 
forced his claims for a contract 
to stay alongside David 
Coulthard with a stirring per- 
formance which was rewarded 
with third place here. 

The other major players are 
Ferrari, or course, or Team 
Schumacher as they have ef- 
fectively - and, in fairness, you 


have to stress the word effec- 
tively- become. The German’s 
second successive win for the 
Italians, nod his third this sea- 
son, was a further reminder of 
his sublime talent and vindicates 
the policy of building the 
operation around the world 
champion. 

Ferrari, however, pushed H21 
aside yesterday by confirming 
that Eddie Irvine will slay as the 
No 2 to Schumacher next vear. 
“Ferrari strongly denies it Is ne- 
gotiating with other drivers and 
can emty confirm that Schu- 
macher and Irvine will be Fer- 
rari drivers next year," 
Giancarlo Bacrihi, the team 


spokesman, said. “I don’t think 
that HSU would be enthusiastic 
about teaming with Schu- 
macher.’' Rumours of the pos- 
sible sacking of Irvine were 
sparked by a run of nine with- 
drawals. 

Meanwhile, Jordan- Peugeot 
wait in the wings, just ahead of 
Stcwart-Ford. They would step 
centre stage if Hill's champi- 
onship quest failed. 

Whatever their chance of 
signing Hill or. alternatively 
Alesi, Jordan seem the team 
most likely to give Ralf Schu- 
macher his first drive in Formula 
One. just as they introduced his 
brother, Michael, in 1991. 


Athletes bring a smile to Sarajevo 


Kieran Daley 

reports from Bosnia 
on sport’s return to 
a war- ravaged city 


Doves of peace released at a 
sports event have never before 
been burdened with so much 
i[“ e significance as they were 
qfsterday at the Solidarity meet- 
ing in Sarajevo, the first in- 
ternational event in any sport to 
be staged in the Bosnian capi- 
tal since the end of the four-year 
dvil war nine months ago. 

The meeting represented a 
gesture from sport for reconcil- 
iation, a commodity of which 
there had been precious little in 
the former Olympic city. Amid 
so much devastation, the rebuilt 
Kosevo stadium represents hope 
for the future for the 50,000 Sara- 
jevans who filled the arena for 
the first time since it hosted the 
opening and closing ceremonies 
of the 1984 Winter Olympics. 

Alongside the athletics track 
stands the Zetra Arena, where 
Jayne Torvill and Christopher 
Dean won gold at those games. 
The ice danoets would not recog- 
nise the twisted, burnt-out re- 
mains today. To the other side is 
the hospital which, at the peak 
of hand-to-hand fighting in 1993, 
became so busy that the injured 
and dying were transferred to the 
track's changing rooms. 

Yesterday afternoon, in those 
same rooms. John Mayock was 



The women's 100 metres gets underway in the Solidarity meeting at the Kosevo stadium yesterday 


Photograph: Oleg Popov/Reuter 


to pull on a running vest, 
tha 


tian a bullet-proof vest. 


5 he prepared for his race. For 
ace in this < 


ier 
ast 

once in this Olympic year, the 
taking part was really more im- 
portant than the winning. “ I was 
a bit worried, but I'm glad 1 
came.” Mayock, Britain’s lead- 
ing m3«r, said. The people who 
didn’t come out here will nev- 
er know the sort of experience 
that they have missed." 

Sacrifice is often spoken of in 
a sporting context, but such 
sacrifice was rendered irrelevant 
compared to the human suffer- 
ing visible to all athletes visiting 
a city which endured a 1,100-day 


siege. Mayock, though, in com- 
ing here, was possibly making a 
small sacrifice of his own for, by 
being in Sarajevo rather than at 
his-d^ in Stafibrcfs council of- • 
fices, he risked losing his job. 

Other athletes shared the 
Briton's sentiments. “Hopefully,’’ 
said Charies Austin, the Olympic 
high jump champion and one of 
only three American athletes to 
come here, “we wiD appreciate 
our privileged wav of life much 
more after being here.” 

The rude awakenings for the 
athletes began before they ar- 
rived, the 700- mile flight from 
Milan taking 10 hours because 
of weather and radar problems 
at Sarajevo’s wrecked airport. 


Once at their hotel, the SO ath- 
letes from 30 nations got a 
salutary warning when they 
were told not to run on the grass 
daring their stay, for fear of 
adding to the city’s thousands 
of landmine victims. 

Ludmilla Engquist, one of 
five Olympic Gold medallists 
competing yesterday, was in 
tears when she arrived at the sta- 
dium to see the neighbouring 
cemetery containing many of 
the 12,000 fatalities of the war. 
“Only when you see the city can 
you reaBy understand what has 
happened,” the Olympic 100 
metres hurdles champion said. 
“I cannot do much, but I can do 
what little I can to help.” 


There are still palpable ten- 
sions in the city, with elections 
due on Saturday. Concerns 
about the incongruity of a 
multi-miUion-dollar sports 
event staged amid so much 
suffering were dispelled, how- 
ever, by the warm, welcoming 
sanies from the Sarajevans. 

The meeting shows that, 
from the ruins, we can begin the 
fight for new life,” said Dr Haris 
Sflajdac, the former Bosnian 
prime minister and foreign min- 
ister who has combined election 
campaigning with work for the 
local organising committee. As 
he spoke, a helicopter from the 
Ifior peacekeeping farce hovered 
above the stadium. 


'When the meeting began, 
every throw, every jump, how- 
ever modest, received the rap- 
turous applause usually reserved 
for world records or champ- 
ionship-winning feats. When 
the teenaged Bosnian, Anton 
SisuL won the first event on the 
new track, a junior LOCK) metres, 
be got as warm a reception as 
Michael Johnson had enjoyed at 
the cash-rich IAAF Grand Prix 
finals in MDan two days earlier. 
The absence of the likes of 
Johnson, some through fear, did 
cause some loathing in Saraje- 
vo. “You can be a great athlete, 
be talL strong and rave great tal- 
ent," said an indignant Primo 
Nebiolo, the head of the in- 


ternational athletics federation, 
“but some don't have the heart 
and the courage. That is why the 
athletes who are here are the 
best in the world." 

There were some quality 
performances, though, such as 
the 1,000m victory in 2m in 
25.89sec by Vincent Malak- 
wen, one of a large Kenyan con- 
tingent to support a meeting, 
which certainly inspired hope. 
When asked whether gold 
medallists like Johnson were 
missed, one Bosnian woman 
just beamed, delighted at the 
two hours of entertainment 
she bad just witnessed. “Per- 
haps they will come next 
year, "she said. 


'Breakaway’ claim adds further intrigue to council meeting 

Rugby League 


DAVE HADF1ELD 


The tension and uncertainty 
surrou nding the meeting of the 
Rugby League CouncD tomor- 
row has been cranked up an- 
other notch by claims from 
Sydney that British First and Sec- 
ond Division dubs have spoken 
to the Australian Rugby League 
"‘lout a possible breakaway, 
"mailer dubs are furious 


about suggestions that the 
meeting at Headingley wiH vote 
to give them less money from 
the News Corporation hand-out 
in order to give Super League 
dubs more. . 

John Qnayle, the chief execr- 
utive of the ARL, which is at 
war with Super League for con- 
trol of the game in Australia, 
said: “England's really a Super 
League organisation now and 
they feel they are being left out. 14 

A Sydney newspaper quoted 


an unnamed “chief executive of 
one of England's most tratfitional 
dubs," who is alleged to have 
made the approach to the ARL. 
The game is in disastrous trou- 
ble, and now the Super League 
clubs have fonned their own lim- 
ited company,” he said- This 
isn’t a breakaway, but what we 
have may well be the first stage 
of a breakaway." 

Clubs concerned about Super 
League's domination did meet 
last month, but those at that 


meeting have denied anyone 
was authorised to approach the 
ARL. 

An ARL baft-out would also 
involve giving clubs - including 
a handful from Super League 
itself claimed to be interested 
-abetter deal than they are cur- 
rently getting from News Corp. 
and (hat would be formidably 
expensive. 

The meeting will also have to 
decide the shape of its drvirioas 
for next season, but the question 


of who has said what to the ARL 
is potentially time-consuming. 

The Great Britain coach, 
Phil Larder, has called np two 
more replacements for the tour 
to Papua New Guinea, Fiji and 
New Zealand. Karle Ham- 
mood, the St Helens loose for- 
ward or stand-off, and the 
Keighley winger, Jason Critch- 
ley, played in (he Premiership 
finals at Old Ttafford on Sun- 
day to underline their claims. 

“Jason has played very well 


for Wiles and Karle has forced 
his way into the squad from 
nowhere," said Larder, who is 
delaying a decision on whether 
to replace the St Helens pair, 
Paul Newlove and Chris Jpynt, 
until be receives an update on 
their condition. 

Joynt has had an exploratory 
operation on his knee, but 
Saints' coach, Shaun McRae, 
said Newlove is out for at least 
six weeks with a hamstring tear 
and that be will miss the tour. 


Over the Monza weekend I be- 
lieve I established one thing: I 
was determined to win and 
finish off the championship. I 
qualified on pole and led the 
race after making my way past 
AlesL 1 was starting to stretch 
my lead and looking all set to 
clinch the title there and then 
when I suddenly spun out leav- 
ing me in a tangle that would 
have challenged the likes of 
Harry Houdini I would only be 
three points ahead in the bat- 
tle for the championship if my 
team-mate and championship 
rival, Jacques VQteneuve, won 
the race. It was a tremendous 
relief that Z managed to walk 
away from the race with my 
championship points still intact 
after what can only be de- 
scribed as a very lucky escape. 

Everything Td achieved at the 
start went out of the window on 
the sixth lap when I clobbered 
the tyres on the exit of a chicane. 
I made a mistake; there is no 
getting away from it I was try- 
ing to cut the kerb loo dose and 
I touched the tyres, bitting 
them hard enough to break 
the front suspension and spin 
me round. 

The moments which fol- 
lowed were obviously extremely 
harrowing from my point of 
view. As I walked back to the 
pits, I could imagine Jacques 
working his way through the 
field and making the most o£ray 
misfortune to take 10 points off 
my 13-point lead. But as 1 
reached the exit of the pit lane, 
I saw Jacques coming out. 
Since the race was only 1 1 laps 
old, I knew it was too early for 
a routine stop and I began to 
realise he had a problem. I went 
back to the Rothmans 
Williams-Reuaull motor home 
to see how the race developed 
and was even more surprised to 
see Jacques dropping further 
back. As the 53-lap race pro- 
gressed, it became dear that 
Jacques would not manage to 
finish in the first six and would 
therefore foil to score points. It 
was a strange mixture of 
amazement and relief that 
Jacques was not able to capi- 
talise on my mistake. 

Although Villeneuve’s prob- 
lems at Monza will give me a 
better chance in the champi- 
onship during the final two 
races, nothing can erase the im- 
mense feeling of disappoint- 
ment that I have for not cashing 
in on what I fed sure would be 
a dominant victoiy. 

In the light of the recent an- 
nouncement that Williams will 
not be renewing my contract 
next year, X have had a lot to 
think about lately. It would 
have been great to have won on 
Sunday but that's not really the 
most important thing to me at 
the moment. Winning the 
championship means more than 
anything else . My sights are now- 
set on testing in Austria this 
week and then going to Estoril 
for the Portuguese Grand Prix 
in a fortnight’s time. My objec- 
tive has to be to finish ahead of 
Jacques, which wifi clinch the ti- 
tle for me. 

The start of the first lap at 
Monza was one of the season’s 
most exciting. Jacques started 
to pull alongside me and I 
moved across to make sure he 
didn’t push me across (o the left. 
As long as I kept him where be 
was, he would have to go the 
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v Stowmarfeet; Wrwhom v Softam. 
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l Revere v Rossendates Boo- 
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Rugby Union 
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Mark Katetey has.piajed tor wo , 
tootjjaff dubs this ■ season: ; 
Queen’s Paik Rang&sarnl Leeds 
United- Both dubs hat® parted , 
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Batbntnton 

Peter Bush, the Men's No 3 , suffered 
anhomfctr^attreftoysfBnriefiaur- 
nament when a blood vessel m hts eye 
burst after he was hit by the shuffle. 
Bush, torn MeBcsham, Wiltshire, wss 
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temporarily banded ty me hvabern arx) 
wiH be out of action tor several weeks. 


CRICKET SCOREBOARD 


Hogg Trophy final 

Oflftttty 

Leicestershire v Durtaam 

LetaemM* wnn toss 
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NKfceneOhnondbMacMflan 
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Fad: 1-61. 2-133. 3-135. 4-164. 5-217. 
6-223. 

DU net tab ft Hern* | A Bond. M C Thee- 
dan. 

Bowflng: GoWsmnh 3 - 0 - 10 ^); Newman 
23 - 2 - 69 - 5 : Bradshaw 2 - 0 - 12 * 0 ; Pow «1 
30369 - 1 ; M WThomas 5 MHt 

D R Thomas 10 - 1 - 350 . 
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AXA Equity & Law 

One day 

OLD TRAFFORtfc Lancashire v MUtDesee 
OJOk 

EDfiBASTON: WatMefehta 1 Eawc (LO). 
TEJiar BinBR FESIWM. SwU-taal (M dav, 

WStnlB- 


NMWEST IROPW Ftat rouU dm: Bucfc- 
•taamslwe v Ease*: MKkaew* v henc Cem- 

bKteohxe v Hwnpshira: Notar^ri a ms h Be y 

SLdim&sIm: Djmbertend v Ncrthamprorawro: 

Samoan v HetefotSttm; Down v Leowwahae: 

SuneyyOMhancGPmoiB&ivBatttiidg n fce i Sua- 

so v Shrapstae; OouoasterElMe v Scodand ; 
WowldcshHO w Noricto; LercoBhae v BolBhlnc 
ManesteRmvNOhaianiiELincotnEtwevDei- 
tashMc Ytortarwe * Ireland. Res n be pbyed 
Msdqr 24 June 1997. Second maid: Bucfc- 
(nghamstore or Easts v Waraesaeralkm or 
Nethe d antM: Cambnd^sMra cr Hampshire t 
Glarnonpn or Bed tot tMwe: Dewn or taoea- 
tsiaiievTMartaarMmlrLricoins/iiiEOrDer' 
twdhte v Cumbedend or NorttompoansMe: 
MUtffcaaiQrKon'rGlouceaoishreorScottann 
Suneycr Durham vttoanfr awta taarStafloM- 
d*e: SugeaiorSWipsfw vlsncaMe or Bark- 
srwa; Wanridatm or NorfeB, v Someaet or 
HncdonWwe. bes to he ptejed Saturday Jufy 
92992. 




ea to Aliaoetop 1 L Jatabot (R) ONCE 3hra 
23mti40eee2G 


:Gtomi»tt<Uftife: 3 FE 
t» M MG; 4 s wesemam (QeO Tetaem; 5 D 
Kweshew (Ita) AW, G M ApoWnn Ot) Scngpo 
ad same woe. OnenB atantoagR 1 L ialabert 
m ONCE 12 t»r ttmn 208 e«s 2 F BaUtaw W 
MG + 5 a OS 3 G Lombardi 0 b Poto + 10 : 4 J 
Werner (Gar) Tetetomm + 17 : S S wtesemarm 
(Gal Teletom + 22 ; B Honjehe*' same nme. 


Iretend's European champton, Peter 
Charted, yes©rt 85 ' rode La lna town the 

£110,000 first; prize in the Du Mauner 

Qand ftoonifte cfeongday oftheSpnioB 
Mbsoms Masters Tournament at Calgary 
in Canada- 

SPMJCE MEADOWS MASIQtSTOumW®*T 

he ftafi 0" BaertHum^ Gart ^ 4 fate. 

3 lam Plan Tomboy (R (W»a. W 4 «u®- 
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DAMON HILL 


long way round when we 
reached the chicane. Mean- 
while, Alesi had made a startling, 
getaway and he sneaked 
through and into the lead. As 
we went through (he first 
Lesrno comer. Alesi ran wide 
and had to back off. 1 came 
through the comer cleanly and 
out-braked the Benetton imo 
the second Lesmo. 

With Alesi myself and 
Jacques, I knew I was on to a 
good thing. 

Alesi had another stab going 
into the Ascari chicane. That 
was touch and go. I saw bis 
front wheel on my left-hand 
side and I thought that there 
was a fair chance that the pair 
of us would finish in the grav- 
el trap. I held my ground on the 
outside and he managed to 
keep us both out of trouble. 2 
really pat the hammer down to 
get away from the Benetton. J 
expected Alesi to hold up 
Jacques for a lap or two, but 
didn’t realise that the situation 
was even better than I had 
thought because Jacques was 
actually in fourth place. 

I have to admit that there is 
a certain irony in the fact that 
I should retire from (he race be- 
cause! hit a temporary tyre bor- 
der which was a measure 
instigated by myself and other 
drivers in consultation with the 
FIA circuit safety director in or- 
der to keep the cars from us- 
ing too much of the kerbing. If 
we had not put the tyres there, 
there was every chance that 
there might be a serious inci- 
dent with the cars breaking 
their front wings through con- 
tact with the kerbs. Without the 
tyres in place, there was the ad- 
ditional hazard of cats running 
over the backs of the kerbs and 
ripping up lumps of concrete 
which would then be tossed on 
to the track. This happened to 
Jacques on the Friday and re- 
sulted in him having a broken 
front wing, something which is 
extremely dangerous on a high- 
speed circuit like Monza. 

Although not a perfect solu- 
tion, it was agreed that we 
would simply have to make 
sure that we steered clear of the 
tyres because, as I was to prove, 
the penalty for touching them 
could be severe. Michael Schu- 
macher, the eventual winner, 
was wiy lucky not to put him- 
self out after hitting the tyres, 
but several drivers were not so 
fortunate. 

My sense of disappointment 
was even greater because the car 
was handling superbly. It was 
nearly perfectly balanced and I 
was really enjoying myself. 1 
would have loved to have dri- 
ven every lap of the Italian 
Grand Pnxinlhat car. It left me 
craving the sensation which 
comes when I lead the race and 
win with a car that is running 
beautifully. It’s the best feeling 
in the world and 1 missed that 
as much as anything on Sunday 
oighL 


86X65; 4 ITS Otto 16 Bftngmn. 08) * Wp 
66X3. Ottat Gtt 6 Wfflham (I WhtaMriSfts 
84X4SEC. Nation* Cup: 1 Gnsat entom 8 feufis 
00 * 0 ms (N Staton) 13-0, it s Otto 0-4. Too 
Step IM WMtaiati 0-4, MAritam 0 IMixatat 4 


-tod ntflp jnj]): 2 Gannony 16 faults 3 NatJwi- 


tews 201 




. Airs LATE RESULTS;!. 

Rta Ifednd 3 HarafeGO; rtfttac Biw 3 fflw 
Vatocavi 2: Sooung G4Wi 0 RaangSamafW« 
1; Sevtoa 1 Roaj Zara&*a £ v^l »- 
portno la Coiuta 1; VataOWid 0 Real 0««to 
1. From* Ua&MK r*ce 0 BortSfc»»l. Warid 
Ota CoaoKsf swnMnl nwnd 
w5a* a Sahnto* S Cuba p. Major taae« 
Skcoc Cotonoa Rapids is* iJa» Cten3: 
Crfumcus Qen# 5 Kansas Cny Wz U N«i Eng- 
tomi naroboofl 2 Dafias Bum O. 
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Him zq 2 0 Peope BS 70 67. +ua v «•»- 

STraeTa aoS? wm tn iwm: s i cm 

69 66 71. 209 K ’'uV.JSS 

716889. aaDANcMta » 71 7ft 

71 74 66: D Andrews ™ 68 73: A SoMT^ri 

68 TO 73; C Johnston FWBK K 74. 212 L 

LlfldHy 74 69 69; N LMW 70 70 73. 

BSJL CAMAOMN OPO* (ft***r. , 0nt * to > jg 

oSt wsTwIa Sp o ita eg w; ” 

Ltanan 69 70 68: M Cafcagectoa 716®i 6S J 

Sndetor 70666KJ ‘S*m66 

20BTWoocte70 7068. 20# L Rota® ® J/ 

6% C Itafeta B7J2 7ft 

22 DBUBOI* 72 « 69 ;GHBb 7 74 

IRjl) 69 71 70; A Maew 67 72 TL J Gaaaffwf 

7167 72. 
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Bland Road awaits Graham s 
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Football 


PHIL SHAW 


George Graham, who was 
banned from football for a year 
after his involvement in the 
Rune Hauge “bung” scandal, is 
expected to become Leeds 
United’s manager within the 
next 24 hours following the 
end of Howard Wilkinsons 
eight-year reign yesterday. 

Wilkinson, the sixth man- 
agerial casualty in a season 
barely three weeks old, was 
sacked for the first time m his 
career in the aftermath of 
Leeds’ 4-0 home defeat by 
Manchester United. His de- 
parture paves the way for the re- 
turn of Graham, the 51 -year-old 
former Arsenal manager, who 
quickly emerged as favourite 
ahead of Kenny Dalglish. Bruce 
Rioch, Terry Venables and Gor- 
don Strachan. 




der Graham and a Wilkinson 

signing for Leeds, is likely to link 

upwifh the former as his assis- 
tant at EUand Road. Specula- 
tion that Graham was about to 
re-emerge were fuelled by his 
withdrawal from his role as 
UV’s summariser at Arsenal s 
Uefa Cup match against Borus- 
sia Monchengladbach ton^iL 
Graham lost the Arsenal job 

in February last year amid poor 

results and boardroom disqm- 

Hauge, a Norwegian agent An 
FA commission - at which 
Wilkinson spoke for the Scot as 
a character witness - subse- 
quently suspended him from 

football untS July this year. 

Leeds, who were taken oyer 
by the London-based Caspian 
media and leisure group during 
the summer, now have the fi- 
nancial clout lacking at Man- 
chester City, whom Graham 
turned down last week. WUkm- 
son was given a transfer W of 
f 1 7m, of which around £lUm re- 
mains after the dose-season 
comings and goings. Retard 
Thompson, a Caspian director 
and former owner of Queens 



Wilkinson victim of 
his own success 

of PhM Shaw looks back on tile rei^ 


never taken a 

ley, never been dismased and 
never been relegated. Leecte 
Coca-Cola Cup .find flop » 
March was, 

ginning of the endwbidi came 
yesterday. The EUand Road 
Jiub were clearly not 
to risk letting him complete an 

£ 

came the victim of his own 
success, or more accurate^ 
the expectations be raised. Lest 
that statement sounds bizarre, 
riven Leeds’ failure to birild on 
the championship triumph of 
1992, it is instructive to exam- 
ine the state of the dub when 
he succeeded Billy Bremner 

since Don Revie left Lee® “ 
champions. Wilkinson, having 

became the eighth manager to 
take on his mantle. Like Revie, 
he found them floundering in 

. i i r> FVoncirtn JlffW 3. 


.“TiT 

rebound in. 

That lutrnnn,. soon after te 

to ^‘tM WMnson « d 3^dRrSe6iattjBie 

“ ass&s# 

Behind the scenes, however, 
hispower base was be^8|^ 
H.rfop the summer, auver 



10 .« The eood news.Tor 
VVIlkinson was that the mega 
and leisure company bad no™- 
nlans to install men 
S^man. The bad news was 
that one of the old board, Be- 
ter Gilman, objected to the 
sale and took oat an injnncnon 

“■fiTteU'wm' ahead, bat 
while waiting forthe comt to*- 

low him to ase Caspian s to*. 

Wdkmson^sev^of^^f 
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S^iTnSlaUkeRovie, ’"^STSI.'bSS 

he found them floundenng in ^ 0 f the League Cup and E^ts jo ^ ^ McA i_ 

meoldSei^^wsjoniAer^ could not win away. He he ^Suld not wait 

""53 dforr-eS 

Walsall and Bournemouth, and Eric Cantona. sobreil’ 1° would be 

^oashome^ 

^l^t^he^ WJXSSI s 
S d .bX».ttoS Nev"^Cteau1iZ n ^ 

S&arsss sswr£=sj 

from first to 17th 


* 


It 


moved from the layer. Any te- ^ JhaTwaoik won -J*"™ 

vssszssssz SEftsa— si&S 

t^rad of his first failseaaon onUl. Leeds finished fifth in 


X 

lit' 


unrwa oiuuug -rr- - . 

first heard when he sold I E«c 
Cantona to Manchester Unit- 
ed in 1992, had been growing 
since the 3-0 defeat by Aston 
Villa in the Coca-Cola Cup fi- 
nal last March. 

Cantona, ironically, may haw 
sealed Wilkinson's fate by lead- 

the Leeds chairman, connrmea 
as much yesterday, saying “I de- 
cided after the match that the 


■■HHSSSd aner 

“ed.o change 

sSsSSS sgSS 

conference iSBSliS tw-mto^^change 

of manager. Meanwhile, Gun- 

ifAsmalls^ionuiu-^ J^luradng'to JgSJk 
porters have focusedth -vfc- are now an established de ^ pennines can- 

MpitoMd. Premfcrehipforcevnthateri^c ®^^ rday . 

di^ayonm^I dunkmat sladium plus faciht.es that are hc intends 

started to aff^JJe^ay^ second to none, and ml- *V or break from football, 

S^untflaflerhis53idbirth- 

and shocked by m ^ h ^ the benefits of the youth pot jg^^^ber. He is under no 

I jcv we establisnea. — ;„i cr^aire to iumo back 

'“Up ’ “ 


lpioos at suppmi«» — Manchester umteo, wjwvw 

ifseason oH^-^fina.edfifthh, ^SSSSSSSS^ 
m pearly transfer dealings ^0 rout at EUand Road. 
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. . ■ «vunc tiio4i orninme 
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and snoescu vj 

but may have sensed it was 

known to me. _ * 

V/hfle msistmg that nt cai 


were sticking to that plan. But 
the last board had one agenda 
and this board’s agenda is sUght- 


Leeds under 
^JWmdnsoo 

■ ff *lOH0liW 15M8to 
SflpMnMr 19961 

rbkseesscu 

139 vm R« Wv®on CJWTfXO*^. 

FJV Cup; 3nl round; U5W» CiV 5U 1 raina 

1992/93: 1T01 WPienW 

FA Cup: Mi raundiUae* Qip: 3«1 rourel 

I European Cup: 2nd round 
1 1993/94: 50i tn Rwnlwitfp: 

1 FAOjp«n round; Cup: 2nd row* 

iaB4/95: 5eh in PnsnanUhr. 

FA Cue: 5tti rwjrd: Lea0 ^ Cwk 2nd rwmd 
1995/96: 13th In RBlUrW! 

FA Cup: em round; l«80« Cup: nmwre- 
up; Uefa Cup: 2nd mtwl ___ 

1990/97: 5Wi In Pfwnwswp on 9 Sept 
P5 W2 D1 12 P»r 


uoroon , 

Leeds’ linchpin; Mel Sterland 
and Lee Chapman followed. 

And when Vimue Jows ; a mod- 
el of propriety under Wilkinson 
- had done hisbil by helping to 
achieve promotion, he replaced 
him with Gary McAllister. 

Support bad more than dou- 
bled, and the chant of bgt 
Wilko’s Barmy Arm/’ suggest- 
ed a strong affinity with the 
manager. In their first sea»n 
back among the eUte, Un fin- 
ished a highly creditable fourth. 
A year later, after an intense 
struggle with Manchester Unit- 
ed, they became the last pre- 

Preraierehip ebarapions. 

That was when things start- 
ed to go wrong. Wflfldnson had 
talked about having a 10-year 
plan for Leeds; although there 
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top after three wins >t the start 
success among Wilkinson’s m- world moves on. 



as 




tlk.ll umi 

XHE independent crossword 

ByAriRd Monday’s Sohniflo 

Mo. 308S. Tuesday 10 September 



A. 

A 


s 



u Li uiu au auuaiflid 

H b I e I 

aHaBBHfl UIIBDBBB 

g ia S u g’ a @ 

Iubq SgQgB Bgog 

1444 g a s u s B i 

53 imHtianiaaar'-^' 3 


Rugby Union 


5 Very good Roman god of 

the sun (5) .. 

6 In case crowd iswDd this 
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DAVID LLEWEUyN having Z000 compared 

Scotland's 200. 

The Five Nations has next war; is just 

subject I ®.'5 ll J? u ? n r i r P?J?. the K wll be on satellite tele- 
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everybody, will be satisfied. 
There will be a fair proportion 
of matches on terrestrial TV - 
at least 50 per cent." 

CUE Brittle, chairman of the 
RFU executive committee, who 
brokered the deal that saved 
England after they had been 
slung out of the Five Nations tn 
July, acknowledged that the 
internal dispute between Twick- 
enham and the clubs which 
threatens to tear the game 
apart now has to be resolved. 

“By using intelligence and 
common sense wc have brought 
peace with tbc Five Nations. Now 
let the same criteria bring peace 
between our unions and our 
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You can ukc om an unsecured Personal Loan for any 
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TYPICAL 

A LOAN OF £5,0tt 

0 - 


EXAMPLE 

APR* 

4* 

ncntUr 

upiyaam 

Tool 

£££ 

B 

Hamibon Direct Bank 

12.9* 

£]J2J6 

£6J«.4S 

'W' 

Baidayi Bulk PLC 1 

17.9% 

II43J5 

ft^880-80 

’, fisjajo:. 

Marla tc Spnca 
Financial Scrrico L«L 

15.9* 

£138.76 

SbfMiM 

: Ji3U&-r 
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hedipblc for 1 ifirtficnf rVf. 'Rino untoas^®™' 




must tywotcaed at all 


ay new ■ - % 

5 Mark, going round Ameri- 
ca, needs keep C7>. 

9 Person has to drink compa- 

loSttnSe of 1 hone which 

enthrals one returning 

raountie? (9) . . 

110nekeepsup«jhos|«“ 

ing exhausting peispn^W 

UPraise one-hmewfe, with 

Lot, looking back (5) 

Cl ? thus 


to move 8 Perhaps negatwc D ' : 

l4Bringner a suipnse? One 
co5a (9) f ! 

Jfi Academic in favour. 01 \ 

heraldic device having 

1 Plot about source of oS^nUder’s popular. 

.ssaseffi? jasss£l.! 

be essential (9) _ 


12-9% APR * 

on Loans Erom SSflOO «n £10,000. 

14-9% APRT 

v, . on Loans 6om 1S00 to £4,999- 

. • - • - 
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things very dear Lvj 

26 Vehicle with power t 

27 Where you'll End 

dine from chewing at uus. 


LOt, ioomub v-, 

13 Demise of idea Urns ( 5 ) 

15 Big hataocoimt leads to - *^^(9) 

debts (9) 3 Civil Engmecr supports i7f?ushort bv island’s pre- 

18 Man’s yen to have 9°}* mamhy land having a bam- J. Citt 

movement vtfach could pro- o ■? - S!' s h^wnly insimmem 

duce magic (j, 6) . . 4 geeps at CD changes- kev (5) 

19 Fierce compeuupn about 4 Neeg ^ become redun- Boffwy ^ amount 

feUaw'sEnelisk^^^ dan(4^) ;4DmksapomiQ 

21 From way back it’s a masur ^ (5) 

instrument (5) 










